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GENTLEMEN, 

THIS  book  is  not  addrefTed  to  you, 
in  order  to  afk  your  protection  for 
its  faults ;  or  in  hopes,  that  fuch 
valuable  names  at  the  head  of  it,  may  pre- 
ferve  it.  Things  in  print  muft  (land  by 
their  own  worth.  But  it  is  offered  to  you, 
to  let  the  world  fee  I  had  that  confidence  in 
the  goodnefs  of  my  dcfign  in  writing  it,  as. 
to  fubmit  it  to  fuch  great  and  impartial 
judges  •,  and  that  I  believe  you  will  report 
your  opinion  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  pro 
cure  me  the  efleem  of  the  virtuous ;  when 
you  find  that  my  principal  intention  in  this 
piece,  is  to  ferve  the  interefls  of  truth,  li 
berty,  and  religion,  'and  to  advance  ufeful 
learning,  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  : — — 
that  I  have  the  happinefs  of  mankind  at 
VOL.  I.  A  heart, 
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heart,  and  attempt,  in  an  hiflorical  manner, 
to  encreafe  their  knowledge  in  general  •,  and 
in  particular,  to  lead  them  to  a  pious  con 
templation  and  acknowledgment  of  God's, 
unfpeakable  wifdom  and  goodncfs  mani- 
fcfted.in  the  works  of  the  creation  •,  fhew 
them  the  truth  of  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  drift 
concerning  a  divine  providence,  immortality, 
and  a  future  date  \  and  that  as  virtue  ad 
vances  and  improves,  human  felicity  aug 
ments,  and  becomes  a  fure  prognoftic  of 
that  fulnefs  of  blifs,  which  men  of  good- 
nefs  and  integrity  are  to  enjoy,  without  in 
terruption,  frailty,  and  infirmity,  in  an 
unchangeable  and  everlafting  life.  This 
was  my  fcheme.  Thefe  things  I  had  prin 
cipally  in  view,  when,  to  vindicate  my  cha 
racter  from  mifrepre'entations  and  idle  fto- 
ries,  and  to  illuftrate  my  Memoirs  of  federal 
Ladies  of  Great  Britain,  I  fat  down  to  write 
a  true  hiftory  of  my  life  and  notions.  You 
v/ill  fee  at  once,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  the 
laboured  part  of  my  work.  Were  I  able 
to  write  fo  as  to  perfuade  even  a  few  to 
alter  their  way  of  living,  and  employ  their 
time  for  the  future,  in  forming  and  training 
up  their  moral  powers  to  perfection,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  more  fortunate  and  glorious 
than  the  greater!  genius  in  the  temple  of 
Farne.  Indeed,  gentlemen,  fame  or  name, 
in  this  world,  is  not  the  thing  I  think  of. 

Non 
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Non  eft  morlale  quod  opto^  I  can  fay  with 
Laftantius  :  and  were  it  within  my  power 
to  choqfe,  fure  I  am,  that  I  would  be  for 
ever  unknown.  Bur  that  was  impoffible.  In 
juftice  to  myfelf,  as  before  oblerved,  and 
that  tradinon  might  not  hand  me  down, 
when  I  am  gone,  in  that  variety  of  bad ' 
and  foolifh  characters,  which  a  malice  that 
knows  nothing  of  me,  whifpers  while  I  am 
jiving;  it  was  neceftary  I  mould  tell  my 
own  ilory.  The  relation  v/as  likewife  rc- 
quifite,  to  render  the  Memoirs  before 
mentioned  intelligible.  The  volumes  ot 
that  work,  which  are  to  be  publifhed,  would 
be  quite  dark,  and  not  fo  grateful  as  in 
tended,  without  a  previous  account  of  the 
author's  life. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  truth  of  the  cafe, 
and  as  I  fay  as  little  of  myfelf,  in  my  rela 
tion,  as  I  can ;  and  as  much  for  true  reli 
gion  and  ufeful  learning,  as  I  was  able,  I 
hope,  from  your  rectitude  and  judgment, 
that  you  will  get  me  a  fair  hearing  \  and  I 
call  upon  you  as  my  patrons,  and  the 
friends  to  learning  and  triuh,  for  your  ap 
probation  of  my  good  and  pious  intentions, 
though  you  fhould  not  be  able,  to  fay  one 
word  of  any  excellencies  in  my-  writings. 
This  is  all  I  afk.  As  I  wilh  well  to  your 
caufe,  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  letters,  and 
A  2  have 
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have  chiefly  endeavoured,  according  to  my 
abilities,  to  make  my  readers  acquainted 
with  the  majefty  of  the  Deity,  and  his  king 
dom,  and  tbe  greatnefs  of  bis  excellency,  be 
fore  whom  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
all  powers  and  principalities,  are  as  nothing  ? 
I  hope  you  will,  in  return,  favour  me  with 
your  beii  wifhes. 

As  to  fome  flrange  things  yo,u  will  find 
in  the  following  journal  •,  and  a  life,  in- va 
rious  particulars,  quite  contrary  to  the  com 
mon  courfe  of  adion,  I  can  allure  you,  gen 
tlemen,  in  refpect  of  the  flrange  things,  that 
however  wonderful  they  may  appear  to  you, 
yet  they  are,  exclufive  of  a  few  decorations- 
and  figures,  (neceflary  in  all  works)  ftriftly, 
true  ;  and  as  to  the  difference  of  my  life, 
from  that  of  the  generality  of  men,  let  it 
only  be  confidered,  that  I  was  born  in 
London,  and  carried  an  infant  into  Ireland, 
where  I  learned  the  Irifh  language,  and  ber 
came  intimately  acquainted  with  its  original; 
inhabitants', — that  I  was  not  only  a  lover 
of  books  from  the  time  I  could  fpell  them 
to  this  hour  •,  but  read  with  an  extraordi 
nary  pleafure,  before  I  was  twenty,  the 
works  of  ieveral  of  the  fathers,  and  all  the 
old  romances  \  which  tinged  my  ideas  with 
a  certain  piety  and  extravagance,  that  ren 
dered  my  virtues  as  well  as  my  imperfec 
tions 
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tions  particularly  mine : that  by  hard 

meafure,  I  was  compelled  to  be  an  adven 
turer,  when  very  young,  and  had  not  a  friend 
in  the  univerfe  but  what  I  could  make  by 

good  fortune,  and  my  own  adclrefs : 

that  my  wandering  life,  wrong  conduct,  and 
the  iniquicy  of  my  kind,  with  a  pafllon  for 
extraordinary  things  and  places,  brought  me 
into  feveral  great  diftreffes  -,  and  that  I  had 
quicker  and  more  wonderful  deliverances 
from  them  than  people  in  tribulation  gene 
rally  receive  : that  the  dull,  the  formal, 

and  the  vifionary,  the  hard-honed  man,  and 
the  poor-liver,  are  the  people  I  have  had  no  • 
connexion  with  -,  but  have  always  kept  com 
pany  with  the  polite,  the  generous,  the  live 
ly,  the  rational,  and  the  brighteft  freethink 
ers  of  this  age : that  befide  all  this,  I 

was  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  one  of  the 
moft  active  men  in  the  world,  at  every  exer- 
cife ;  and  to  a  degree  of  ramnefs,  often  ven 
turous,  when  there  was  no  neceflity  for  run 
ning  any  hazards  :  in  diebus  illis,  I  have  de- 
fcended  head-foremoft  from  a  high  cliff,  into 
the  ocean,  to  fwim,  when  I  could,  and  ought, 
to  have  gone  off  a  rock  not  a  yard  from  the 

furface  of  the  deep. 1  have  fwam  near  a 

mile  and  a  half  out  in  the  fea,  to  a  mip  that 
lay  off,  went  on  board,  got  clothes  from 
the  mate  of  the  veffel,  and  proceeded  with 
them  to  the  next  port  •,  while  my  companion 
A  3  I  left 
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I  left  on  the  beach  concluded  me  drowned, 
and  related  my  fad  fate  in  the  town. — I  have 
taken  a  cool  thruft  over  a  bottle,  without  the 
leaft  animofity  on  either  fide  •,  but  both  of 
us  depending  on  our  fkill  in  the  fmall  fword, 

for  prefervation  from  mifchief. Such 

things  as  thefe  I  now  call  wrong,  and  men 
tion  them  only  as  famples  of  a  raihnefs  I  was 
once  fubject  to,  as  an  opportunity  happened 
to  come  in  the  way.  Let  all  thefe  things  be 
taken  into  the  account,  and  I  imagine,  gen 
tlemen,  that  what  may  at  firft  fight  feem 
ftrange,  and  next  to  incredible,  will,  on 
confidering  thefe  particulars,  not  long  re 
main  fo,  in  your  opinion ;  though  you 
may  think  the  relator  an  odd  man.  As  to 
that,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  And  if  odd- 
nefs  confifts  in  fpirit,  freedom  of  thought, 
and  a  zeal  for  the  divine  unity ;  in  a  tafte 
for  what  is  natural,  antique,  romantic, 
and  wild ;  in  honouring  women,  who  were 
admirable  for  gooclnefs,  letters,  and  arts  ; 
and  in  thinking,  after  all  the  fcenes  I  have 
gone  thro',  that  every  thing  here  is  vanity  ; 
except  that  virtue  and  charity^  which  gives 
us  a  right  to  expeff  beyond  the  grave-,  and 
procures  us,  in  this  world,  the  direction  of 
infinite  wifdom,  the  protection  of  infinite 
power,  and  the  friendmip  of  infinite  good* 
nefs  \ — then,  may  it  be  written  on  my  Itone, 
~~Here  lies  an  odd  man. 

Thus 
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Thus  much,  gentlemen,  I  thought  pro 
per  to  fay  to  you,  that  by  being  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  relative  to  the  complex 
ion  and  defign  of  the  author,  you  might 
the  eafier  and  the  better  comprehend  the 
various  things  you  will  find  in  the  work  he 
dedicates  to  you. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  wiiri  you  all 
happinefs  j  that  your  heads  may  lack  no 
ointment,  and  your  garments  be  always 
white  and  odoriferous  :  but  eipecially,  may 
you  prefs  on,  like  true  critics,  towards  per 
fection  ;  and  may  blifs,  glory,  and  honour, 
be  your  reward  and  your  portion* 
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THAT  the  tranfaftions  of  my  Life,  and 
the  obfervations  and  reflections  I  have 
made  on  men  and  things,  by  fea  and  land, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  might  not  be 
buried  in  oblivion,  and  by  length  of  time, 
be  blotted  out  of  the  memory  of  men,  it 
has  been  my  wont,  from  the  days  of  my 
youth  to  this  time,  to  write  down  Memo 
randums  of  every  thing  I  thought  worth  no 
ticing,  as  men  apd  matters,  books  and  cir- 
cumilances,  came  in  my  way ;  and  in  hopes 
they  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to  my  fellow- 
mortals  I  publifh  them.  Some  pleafing, 
and  fome  furprizing  things  the  Reader  will 
find  in  them.  He  will  meet  with  mifcella- 
neous  thoughts  upon  feveral  fubjects.  He 
will  read,  if  he  pleafes,  fome  tender  ftories. 
VOL,  I,  B  But 
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But  all  the  relations,  the  thoughts,  the  ob- 
fervations,  are  defigned  for  the  advance 
ment  of  valuable  Learning,  and  to  promote 
whatfoever  things  are  true,  whatfoever  things 
are  honeft,  whatfoever  things  are  juft,  what 
foever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things 
are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good 
report. 

x  TJ  jj  a-  i.   About    fifty   years    ago 

M  Reflection.         .  Ir.        ,r         .  *   .  •> 

the  Mid  wire  wheeled  me  in, 
and  much  fooner  than  half  a  Century  hence, 
in  all  human  probability,  Death  will  wheel 
me  out.  When  Heaven  pleafes,  I  am  fa- 
tisfied.  Life  and  death  are  equally  wel 
come,  becaufe  equally  parts  of  my  way  to 
eternity.  My  lot  has  been  a  fwarthy  one 
in  this  firfl  State,  and  I  am  in  hopes  I  fhall 
exchange  worlds  to  advantage.  As  God, 
without  all  peradventure,  brought  his  moral 
creatures  into  being,  in  order  to  increafe- 
their  Virtue,  and  provide  fuitable  happineia 
for  the  Worthy,  the  mofl  unfortunate  here 
may  expecl  immutable  felicity  at  laft,  if 
they  have  endeavoured,  in  proportion  to 
what  power  they  had,  to  render  themfelves 
ufeful  and  valuable,  by  a  fmcerity  and  be 
nevolence  of  temper,  a  difintereftednefs,  a 
communicativenefs,  and  the  praclice  of 
thofe  duties,  to  which  we  are  obliged  by 
.the  frame  of  our  Nature,  and  by  the  Rela- 

2  was 
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tions  we  bear  to  God,  arid  to  die  fubjects 
of  his  Government. 

For  my  part,  I  confefs  that  many  have 
been  the  failings  of  my  Life,  and  great  the 
defects  of  my  obedience.  But  in  the  midft 
of  all  my  failings  and  imperfections,  my 
Soul  hath  always  iympathifed  with  the  afflict 
ed,  and  my  heart  hath  ever  aked  for  the  mi- 
feries  of  others.  My  hand  has  often  reliev 
ed,  when  I  wanted  the  ihilling  to  comfort  my- 
ielf,  and  when  it  hath  not  been  in  my  power 
to  relieve,  I  have  grieved  for  the  fcanty  ac 
commodations  of  others.  Many  trouble- 
ibme  and  expenfive  offices  I  have  underta 
ken  to  do  good  to  Men,  and  ever  focial 
and  free  have  I  been  in  my  demeanour,  eafy 
and  fmooth  in  my  addrefs  ;  and  therefore,  I 
truft  that,  whenever  I  am  removed  from 
this  horizon,  it  will  be  from  a  dark  and 
cloudy  ilate,  to  that  of  joy,  light,  and  full 
Revelation.  This  felicitates  me  every  day, 
let  what  will  happen  from  without.  This 
iuppoits  me  under  every  Affliction,  and  en 
ables  me  to  maintain  a  habit  of  fatisfaction 
and  joy  in  the  general  courie  of  my  Life. 

2.  The  things  of  my  Child-     Went  to  tie 
hood    are    not   worth   fctting     tf«**«3^»* 
down,    and  therefore  I  com 
mence  my  Life  from  the  firft  month  of 
B2  the 
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the  feventeenth  year  of  my  Age,  when  I 
was  fent  to  the  Univerfity,  and  entered  a  pen- 
fioner,  tho'  I  had  a  larger  yearly  allowance 
than  any  fellow-commoner  of  my  College. 
I  was  refolved  to  read  there,  and  determin 
ed  to  improve  my  natural  faculties  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power.-  Nature,  I  was  fen- 
fible,  had  beftowed  no  genius  on  me.  This 
and  underftanding  are  only  the  privilege  of 
extraordinary  perfons ;  who  receive  from 
Heaven  the  happy  conjunction  of  qualities, 
that  they  may  execute  great  and  noble  de- 
figns,  and  acquire  the  highefl  pitch  of  excel 
lence  in  the  profeflion  they  turn  to  •,  if  they 
will  take  the  pains  to  perfect  the  united  qua 
lities  by  art,  and  carefully  avoid  running 
into  caprice  and  paradox  \  the  Rocks  on 
which  many  a  Genius  has  fplit.  But  then 
I  had  a  tolerable  fhare  of  natural  under 
ftanding,  and  from  my  infancy  was  teach 
able,  and  always  attentive  to  the  directions 
of  good  fenfe.  This  I  know  might  rife 
with  fome  labour  to  a  half  merit,  tho'  it 
could  never  gain  immortality  upon  any  ac 
count:  and  this  was  enough  for  me.  I 
wanted  only  to  acquire  fuch  degrees  of  per- 
fe6tion  as  lay  within  the  fmall  fphere  nature 
had  chalked  out  for  me. 

.4  College  life.       3.  To  this  purpofe  I  devot 
ed  my  college-life  to  books, 

and 
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and  for  five  years  that  I  refided  in  the  Uni- 
verfity,  converfed  fo  much  with  the  dead 
that  I  had  very  little  intercourfe  with  the 
living.  So  totally  had  letters  engaged  my 
mind,  that  I  was  but  little  affected  towards 
rnoft  other  things.  Walking  and  Mufick 
were  my  favorite  recreations,  and  almoft 
the  only  ones  I  delighted  in.  I  had  hardly 
a  thought  at  that  time  of  the  foolilh  choices 
and  purfuits  of  men;  thofe  fatal  choices 
and  purfuits,  which  are  owing  to  falfe  judg 
ments,  and  to  a  habit  of  acting  precipitant- 
ly,  without  examining  the  fancies  and  ap 
petites  ;  and  therefore,  very  rarely  went  into 
the  pleasures  and  diverfions  which  men  of 
fortune  in  a  Univerfity  too  commonly  in 
dulge  in.  My  relaxation,  after  ftudy*  was 
my  german-flute,  and  the  converfation  of 
fome  ingenious,  fober  friend;  generally, 
my  private  tutor,  Mr.  John  Eruce\  who  was  a 
bright  and  excellent  man  :  (you  will  find  a 
large  account  of  him  in  the  firfl  volume  of 
my  Memoirs  of  feveral  Ladies,  p.  7.)  and 
if  the  weather  permitted,  I  walked  out  into 
the  country  feveral  miles.  At  this  exercife, 
I  had  often  one  or  other  with  me ;  but  for 
the  mod  part,  was  obliged  to  go  alone.  My 
dog  and  my  gun  however  were  diverfion 
enough  on  the  way,  and  they  frequently  led 
me  into  fcenes  of  entertainment,  which  laft- 
ed  longer  than  the  day.  Some  of  them  you 
B  3  will 
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will  find  in  this  Journal.  The  hiftcry  of 
the  beautiful  *  Harriot  Noel  you  Ihall  have 
by  and  by. 


of  4.  At  prefent,  my  fcheme 
tt  requires  me  to  let  down  the 
method  I  purfued  in  my  read 
ing:;,  and  let  my  Reader  know  the  ifTue  of 
my  (Indies.  —  My  time  I  devoted  to  Philo- 
ibphy,  Cofmography,  Mathematlcks,  and 
the  Languages,  for  four  years,  and  the 
fifth  I  gave  to  Hiftory, 


Of  Mr  to°k 

Locke*  sE/ay.  my  hand,  after  receiving  my 
note  of  admiffion,  was  the  ef- 
fay  of  that  fine  genius  Mr.  Locke,  and  I  was 
fo  pleafed  with  this  clear  and  accurate  wri 
ter,  that  I  looked  into  nothing  elfe,  till  by 
reading  it  three  times  over,  I  had  made  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  my  own  under- 
Handing.  He  taught  me  to  examine  my 
abilities,  and  enabled  me  to  fee  what  objects 
my  mind  was  fitted  to  deal  with.  He  led 
me  into  the  fanctuary  of  vanity  and  igno- 
ranee,  and  fhewed  me  how  greatly  true 
knowledge  depended  on  a  right  meaning  of 
v/ords,  and  a  juft  fignificancy  of  expreffion. 
In  fum,  from  the  Effay  my  Underflanding 
received  very  great  benefits,  and  to  it  I  owe 
what  improvement  I  have  made  in  the  rea- 

fon 
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ion  given  me,  If  I  could,  I  would  perfuade 
all  young  Gentlemen  to  read  it  over  and 
over  with  great  attention,  and  I  am  fure 
they  would  find  themfelves  very  richly  re 
warded  fcr  their  pains  in  reading  it.  They 
would  acquire  that  jiiftnels  and  truth  of 
understanding,  which  is  the  great  perfection 
of  rational  Beings. 

£.  When  I  had  done  for  a     ,.       , 

.f  .   ,        ,  .  -i      •      ,  -,      T- ,- 

time,  with  this  admirable  Li- 
lay,  I  then  began  to  ftudy  the 
firft  principles  of  things,  the  ftrudhire  of  the 
Univerfe,  the  contexture  of  human  bodies, 
the  properties  of  beafts,  the  virtues  of  plants, 
and  the  qualities  of  metals,  and  was  quite 
charmed  with  the  contemplation  of  the 
beautiful  order,  and  wife  final  caufes  of  na 
ture  in  all  her  laws  and  productions.  The 
ftudy  had  a  delightful  influence  on  the  tem 
per  of  my  mind,  and  infpired  into  it  a  love 
of  order  in  my  heart,  and  in  my  outward 
manners.  It  likewife  led  me  to  the  great 
firft  Caufe,  and  in  repeated  views  of  har 
mony,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  all  the 
works  of  nature,  riveted  upon  my  mind  a 
fixed  conviclion,  that  all  is  under  the  admi- 
niftration  of  a  general  Mind,  as  far  remote 
from  all  malice  as  from  all  weaknefs,  whe 
ther  in  refpect  of  underftanding  or  of  pow 
er.  This  gave  me  a  due  affection  towards- 
6  the 
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the  infinitely  perfect  Parent  of  Nature ;  and 
as  I  contemplated  his  glorious  Works,  I 
was  obliged  in  tranfports  to  confefs,  that 
he  deferved  our  love  and  admiration.  This 
did  alfo  fatisfy  me,  that  whatever  the  order 
of  the  world  produces,  is  in  the  main  both 
juft  and  good}  and  of  confequence,  that 
we  ought  in  the  beft  manner  to  fupport 
whatever  hardfhips  are  to  be  endured  for 
virtue's  fake :  that  acquiefcence  and  com 
placency,  with  refpect  to  ill  accidents,  ill 
men  and  injuries,  ought  to  be  our  part  un 
der  a  perfect  adminiftration  -,  and  with  be 
nignity  and  conftancy  we  muft  ever  act,  if 
there  be  a  fettled  perfuafion,  that  all  things 
are  framed  and  governed  by  a  univerfal 
Mind. — Such  was  the  effect  the  ftudy  of 
Natural  Philofophy  had  upon  my  Soul.  It 
fet  beyond  all  doubt  before  me  the  moral 
perfection  of  the  Creator  and  Governor  of 
the  Univerfe.  And  if  this  Almighty  God, 
I  faid,  is  perfect  Wifdom  and  Virtue,  does 
it  not  follow,  that  he  muil  approve  and  love 
thofe  who  are  at  due  pains  to  improve  in 
wifdom  -, — and  what  he  loves  and  delights 
in,  muft  he  not  make  happy  ?  This  is  an 
evident  truth.  It  renders  the  caufe  of  vir 
tue  quite  triumphant. 

Moral  Phih-         6-  But  llPon  Ethics  or  Mo- 
ral    Philofophy   I    dwelt    the 

longeft. 
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longeft.  This  is  the  proper  food  for  the 
Soul,  and  what  perfects  her  in  all  the  virtues 
and  qualifications  of  a  gentleman.  This 
Science  I  collected  in  the  firft  place  from 
the  ancient  fages  and  philofophers,  and  ftu- 
died  all  the  moral  writers  of  Greece  and 
Rome.  With  great  pleafure  I  faw,  that 
thefe  immortal  authors  had  delineated,  as 
far  as  human  reafon  can  go,  that  courfe  of 
life  which  is  moil  according  to  the  intention 
of  nature,  and  moil  happy  •,  had  fhewn  that 
this  univerfe,  and  human  nature  in  particu 
lar,  was  formed  by  the  wifdom  and  coun- 
fel  of  a  Deity,  and  that  from  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  our  nature  various  duties  arofe : — 
that  fmce  God  is  the  original  independent 
Being,  compleat  in  all  pofiible  perfection, 
of  boundlefs  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs ; 
the  Creator,  Contriver,  and  Governor  of  this 
world,  to  whom  mankind  are  indebted  for 
innumerable  benefits  mod  gratuitoufly  be- 
flowed ;  we  ought  to  manifeft  the  moil  ar 
dent  love  and  veneration  toward  the  Deity, 
and  worfhip  him  with  affeclions  of  Soul 
fuited  to  the  pre-eminence  and  infinite  gran 
deur  of  the  original  Caufe  of  all ;  ought  to 
obey  him  as  far  as  human  weaknefs  can  go, 
and  humbly  fubmit  and  refign  ourfelves  and 
all  our  intereils  to  his  will :,  continually 
confide  in  his  goodnefs,  and  conftantly  imi 
tate  him  as  far  as  our  weak  nature  is  capa- 
B  5  ble. 
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ble.  This  is  due  to  that  original  moft  gra 
cious  Power  who  formed  us,  and  with  a 
liberal  hand  fupplies  us  with  all  things  con 
ducive  to  fuch  pleafure  and  happinefs  as 
our  nature  can  receive. — That  in  refpect  of 
mankind,  our  natural  fenic  of  right  and 
wrong  points  out  to  us  the  duties  to  be  per 
formed  towards  others,  and  the  kind  affec 
tions  implanted  by  nature,  excites  us  to 
the  difcharge  of  them  :  that  by  the  law  of 
our  conftitution  and  nature,  juftice  and  be 
nevolence  are  prescribed  -9  and  aids  and  an 
intercourfe  of  mutual  offices  required,  not 
only  to  fecure  our  pleafure  and  happinefs, 
but  to  preferve  ourlelves  in  fafety  and  in 
life :  that  the  law  of  nature,  or  natural 
right,  forbids  every  inftance  of  injuflice,  a 
violation  of  life,  liberty,  health,  property ; 
and  the  exercife  of  our  honourable,  kind 
powers,  are  not  only  a  fpring  of  vigorous 
efforts  to  do  good  to  others,  and  thereby 
fecure  the  common  happinefs  -,  but  they 
really  procure  us  a  joy  and  peace,  an  in 
ward  applaufe  and  external  advantages  >  while 
injuftice  and  malice,  anger^  hatred,  envy.>. 
£nd  revenge,  ai;e  often  matter  of  &tame  and 
remorfe,  and  contain  nothing  joyful,  no 
thing  gloiious.:  la  the  greateft  affluence,, 
the  favage  men  a;re  miferable.— That  as  to 
ourf elves,  the  voice  of  reafon  declares,  that 
Wt  ought  to  employ  our  abilities  and  op- 

poituniues- 
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portnnities  in  improving  our  minds  to  an 
extenfive  knowledge  of  nature  in  the  fci- 
ences ;  and  by  diligent  meditation  and  ob- 
fervation,  acquire  that  prudence,  juilice, 
temperance,  and  fortitude,  which  (hould 

conftantly  govern  our  lives : That  folid 

prudence,  which  abhors  rafhnefs,  inconli- 
deratenefs,  a  fooliiri  felf-confidence,  and 
craft,  and  under  a  high  fenfe  of  moral  ex 
cellence,  confiders  and  does  what  is  really 
advantageous  in  life: — That  juilice,  which 
conftantly  regards  the  common  intereft,  and 
in  fubferviency  to  it,  gives  to  each  one 
whatever  is  due  to  him  upon  any  natural 
claim  : — That  temperance,  which  reilrains 
and  regulates  the  lower  appetites,  and  dif- 
plays  the  grace  and  beauty  of  manners  : — •• 
And  that  fortitude,  which  reprefies  all  vain 
and  exceffive  fears,  gives  us  a  fuperiority  to 
all  the  external  accidents  of  our  mortal  (late, 
and  ftrengthens  the  foul  againil  all  toils  or 
dangers  we  may  be  expofed  to  in  diicharge 
of  our  duty  •,  as  an  early  and  painful  death 
with  virtue  and  honour,  is  highly  prefera 
ble  to  the  longed  ignominious  life,  and  no 
advantages  can  be  compared  in  point  of 
happinefs  with  the  approbation,  of  Gotland 
of  our  own.  hearts, 

That  if  in  this  manner  -we  live  prepared 
for  any  honourable  fervices  to  God,  our  fcl- 
B6  lows,; 
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lows,  and  onrfelves,  and  practice  piety  to 
ward  God,  good-will  toward  men,  and  im 
mediately  aim  at  our  own  perfection,  then 
we  may  expect,  notwithflanding  our  being 
involved  in  manifold  weaknefies  and  difor- 
ders  of  foul,  that  the  divine  goodnefs  and 
clemency  will  have  mercy  on  fuch  as  fm- 
cerely  love  him,  and  defire  to  ferve  him  with 
duty  and  gratitude  ;  will  be  propitious  and 
placable  to  the  penitents,  and  all  who  exert 
their  utmoil  endeavours  in  the  purfuits  of 
virtue  :  And  fince  the  perfection  of  virtue 
mult  conftitute  the  fupreme  felicity  of  man, 
our  efforts  to  attain  it,  muft  be  effectual  in 
obtaining  compleat  felicity,  or  at  leaft  fome 
lower  degree  of  it. 

7.  This  beautiful,  moral 
Rel&oT  Philofophy  I  found  fcattered  in 
the  writings  of  the  old  theift 
philofophers,  and  with  great  pains  reduced 
the  various  leiTons  to  a  fyftem  of  active  and 
virtuous  offices  :  but  this  I  knew  was  what 
the  majority  of  mankind  were  incapable  of 
doing  j  and  if  they  could  do  it,  I  faw  it 
was  far  inferior  to  revelation.  Every  Sun 
day  I  appropriated  to  the  ftucly  of  revealed 
Religion,  and  perceived  as  I  read  the  fa- 
cred  records,  that  the  Works  of  Plato,  and 
Cicero,  and  Epictetus,  and  all  the  unin- 
ipired  fages  of  antiquity,  were  but  weak 

rules 
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rules  in  refpedt  of  the  divine  oracles.  It  is 
the  mercy  and  power  of  God  in  the  tri 
umphs  of  grace,  that  reftores  mankind  from 
the  bondage  and  ignorance  of  idolatry.  To 
this  the  finner  owes  the  converfion  of  his 
foul.  It  is  the  ftatutes  of  the  Lord  that  re 
joice  the  heart,  and  enlighten  the  eyes. 
What  are  all  the  reafonings  of  the  philofo- 
phers  to  the  melody  of  that  heavenly  voice 
which  cried  continually,  Come  unto  me  all 
yt  that  travel  and  are  heavy  laden,  and,  I 

will  refrejh  you. And  what  could  their 

leflbns  avail  without  thofe  exprefs  promiies 
of  grace  and  fpiritual  affiftunce,  which  the 
blood  of  the  new  covenant  confirms  to 
mankind  ?-  The  philofophy  of  Greece  and 
Rome  was  admirable  for  the  times  and 
men  :  but  it  admits  of  no  comparifon  with 
the  divine  leiTons  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
the  charter  of  God's  pardon  granted  to  us 
by  his  blefled  Son.  Befide,  the  philoiophers 
were  in  fome  degree  dark  and  doubtful  in 
refpecl  of  death  and  futurity  ;  and  in  rela 
tion  to  this  world,  there  is  not  a  power  in 
their  diicourfe  to  preferve  us  from  being 
undone  by  allurements  in  the  midft  of  plen 
ty,  and  to  fecure  our  peace  againll  the  ca- 
fualties  of  fortune,  and  the  torments  of  dif- 
appointments  ;  to  fave  us  from  the  cares 
and  iollicitudes  which  attend  upon  large 
poiTeflions,  and  give  us  a  mind  capable  of 

relilhing 
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relifhing  the  good  things  before  us;  to 
make  us  eafy  and  fatisfied  as  to  the  prefent, 
and  render  us  fecure  and  void  of  fear  as  to 
the  future.  Thefe  things  we  learn  from 
revelation,  and  are  informed  by  the  facred 
records  only,  that  if  we  are  placed  in  the 
midft  of  many  fears  and  ibrrows,  and  are 
often  perplexed  with  evils  in  this  world ; 
yet  they  are  fo  many  warnings  not  to  fet  up 
our  reft  here,  but  to  keep  a  ftedfaft  eye 
upon  the  things  which  God  has  prepared  for 
thofe  who  love  him.  It  is  the  golpel  informs 
us,  there  is  another  fcene  prepared  for  the 
moral  world,  and  that  juftice  only  waits  to 
fee  the  full  proof  of  the  righteoufnefs,  or 
unrighteoufnefs  of  men  :  that  that  fcene 
will  open  with  the  judgment  feat  of  Chriir, 
and  we  fhall  either  receive  glory  and  im 
mortality,  if  we  have  obeyed  the  calls  of 

grace  to  virtue   and   holinefs ; or,    be 

doomed  to  the  moll  dreadful  rniferies,  if  we 
reject  the  couniel  of  God,  2nd  live  quite 
thoiightlefs  of  the  great  concerns  of  eterni 
ty.  Thefe  coniiderations  made  me  prefer 
revealed  religion  in  the  beginning  of  my  ra 
tional  life.  The  morality  of  the  ancient 
•philofophers  I  admired.  With  delight  I 
ftudied  their  writings,  and  received,  I  grate 
fully  confefs,  much  improvement  from 
them.  But  the  religion  of  our  blefied  Lord 
I  declared  for,  and  look  en  the  promifed. 

Meffiah; 
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MefTiah  as  the  rnoil  confummate  bldfing 
God  could  beftow,  or  man  receive,  God 
having  railed  up  his  Son  Jefus,  fent  him  to 
blefs  you,  in  turning  every  one  of  you  from 
your  iniquities.  And  would  men  but  hear 
and  obey  this  life-giving  Redeemer,  his  Gof- 
pel  would  reitore  reafon  and  religion  to  their 
rightful  authority  over  mankind  j  and  make 
all  virtue,  and  true  goodnefs,  flourish  in 
the  earth. 

8.  But  I  rnnft  obferve  that, 
by  the  religion  of  the  New  S*  ** 
Teltament,  I  do  not  mean  any 
of  thofe  modern  fchemes  of  religion,  which 
difcover  the  evident  marks  and  fignatures  of 
iuperftitioir  and  enthufiafm,  or  of  knavery 
and  impofture ;  thofe  fyflerns  which  even 
miracle  cannot  prove  to  be  true,  becaufe 
the  pieties  are  abfurd,  inconfiftent,  and  con 
tradictory.  The  notions  that  are  not  cha 
racterized  by  the  reafon  of  things,  and  the 
moral  fitnefs  of  actions,  I  confidered  as  re 
pugnant  to  the  veracity,  wifdom,  and  good- 
ncfs  of  the  Almighty,  and  concluded,  that 
that  only  could  be  chriftian  religion,  which 
beared  the  vifible  marks  and  fignatures  of 
benevolence,  focial  happinefs  and  moral  fit- 
ncls,  and  was  brought  down  from  heaven 
to  inftruct  mankind  in  the  worfhip  of  One 
eternal  mind,  and  bring  them  to  repent 
ance, 
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ance,  and  amendment  of  life.  This  was 
the  religion  I  found  in  my  Bible.  I  faw 
with  pleafure,  as  I  thoughtfully  went  thro* 
the  divine  pages,  that  natural  religion  is  the 

foundation  and  fupport  of  revelation ; 

fupplies  the  defers  of  nature,  but  never 
attempts  to  overthrow  the  eftablilhed  prin 
ciples  of  it ;  cafts  new  light  upon  the  dic 
tates  of  reafon,  but  never  overthrows  them. 
Pure  tkeifm,  and  Chrift  the  appointed  Medi 
ator^  Advocate,  and  Judge^  by  a  -commiffion 
from  God  the  Father,  to  me  appeared  to  be 
the  Gofpel ; — and  the  directions  of  the  holy 
Spirit,  to  believe  in  one  fupreme  indepen 
dent  firft  caufe,  and  worfhip  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth  this  one  God  and  Father  of  All, 
in  the  name  ot  Chriit  Jems  ;  as  the  difci- 
ples  of  the  Mefliah ;  to  copy  after  the  life 
of  our  ble/Ted  Saviour,  and  to  the  utmoft 
of  our  abilities,  obey  all  his  commands.— 
This  was  the  religion  I  found  in  the  writ 
ings  of  the  apoftles,  and  I  then  determined 
to  regard  only  this  Goipel-dodtrine. 

9.  The  manner  of  my  ftu- 
d7ing  Cofmography  and  Ma- 

be-  >    .  r      . 

matjcs.  thematics  is  not  worth  letting 

clown,    as   there  was   nothing 
uncommon  in  it.     In  the  one  I  only  learn 
ed  to  diftinguiili  climates,   latitudes,    and 
.the  four  divdfions  of  the  world  •,  the  pro 
vinces., 
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vinces,  nations,  kingdoms  and  republics 
comprized  therein,  and  to  be  able  to  dif- 
courfe  upon  them  : — And  in  the  other,  I 
went  no  further  than  to  make  myfelf  a 
mailer  of  vulgar  and  decimal  arithmetic, 
the  doctrine  of  infinite  feries,  and  the  ap 
plication  of  Algebra,  to  the  higher  geome 
try  of  curves.  Algebra  I  was  charmed 
with,  and  found  fo  much  pleafure  in  refolv- 
ing  its  queftions,  that  I  have  often  fat  till 
morning  at  the  engaging  work,  without  a 
notion  of  its  being  day  till  I  opened  the 
Ihutters  of  my  clofet.  I  recommend  this 
fludy  in  particular  to  young  gentlemen, 
and  am  fatisfied,  if  they  would  but  take 
fome  pains  at  firfl  to  underfland  it,  they 
would  have  fo  great  a  relifh  for  its  opera 
tions,  as  to  prefer  them  many  an  evening  to 
the  clamorous  pleafures ;  or,  at  lead,  not 
be  uneafy  for  being  alone  now  and  then, 
fmce  their  algebra  was  with  them. 

10.  In  reading  hiflory,  (my 
laft  year's  principal  employ- 

J  j      •    *  r  j  •         reading  Hif- 

ment  during  my  reiidence  in     ioryt  * 
college)  I  began  with  the  beft 
writers  of  ancient  hiflory,  and  ended  with 
modern  times,  epochs,  centuries,  ages  ;  the 
extent  of  empires,    kingdoms,    common 
wealths  •,  their  progrefs,  revolutions,  changes, 
and  declenfions;  the  number,  order,  and 

qualities 
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qualities  of  the  Princes,  that  have  reigned 
over  thofe  ftates  and  kingdoms,  their  ac 
tions  military  and  civil  •,  the  characters  and 
actions  of  the  great  men  that  flourifhed  un 
der  them  -,  and  the  laws,  the  arrs,  learning, 
and  manners,  I  carefully  marked  down, 
and  obierved  not  only  how  the  firft  govern 
ments  were  formed,  but  what  the  progrefs 
was  of  induftry  and  property,  which  may 
he  called  the  generative  principle  of  em 
pire. 

When  I  had  done  with  ancient  Hiftory, 
I  fat  down  to  the  belt  modern  ftories  I  could 
get,  and  read  of  diftant  nations  before  I  be 
gan  to  ftudy  my  country's  conftitution,  hi- 
ftory,  and  laws.  When  I  had  finifhed  the 
hiftories  of  France^  and  Spain,  and  Italy?  and 
Germany?  and  many  more,  then  I  turned 
to  Great  Britain?  and  in  the  firft  place  took 
a  view  of  the  Englijh  conftitution  and  go 
vernment,  in  the  ancient  books  of  the  com 
mon  law,  and  fome  more  modern  writers, 
who  out  of  them  have  given  an  account  of 
this  government.  From  thence  I  proceed 
ed  to  our  Hiftory,  and  with  it  joined  in 
every  King's  reign  the  laws  then  made.  This 
gave  me  an  infight  into  the  reaibn  of  our 
itatutes,  and  fhewed  me  the  true  ground 
upon  which  they  carne  to  be  made,  and 
what  weight  they  ought  to  have.  By  this 

means, 
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means,  I  read  the  hifcory  of  my  country 
with  intelligence,  and  was  able  to  examine 
into  the  excellence  or  defects  of  its  govern 
ment,  and  to  judge  of  the  fitnefs  or  unfit- 
nefs  of  its  orders  and  laws.  By  this  method 
I  did  likewiie  know  enough  of  the  law  for 
an  Englijh  gentleman,  tho'  quite  ignorant 
of  the  chicane,  or  wrangling  and  captious 
part  of  the  law,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  true  meafure  of  right  and  wrong. 
The  arts  how  to  avoid  doing  right,  and  to 
Tccure  one's  felf  m  doing  wrong,  I  never 
looked  into. 

ii.  Thus  did  I  read  Hifto- 
ry,  and  many  noble :leiTons  I 
learned  from  it-,  jure  notions 
of  true  worth,  true  greatnefs,  and  folid  hap- 
pinefs.  It  taught  me  to  place  merit  where 
it  only  lies,  not  in  birth,  not  in  beauty,  not 
in  riches,  not  in  external  fhew  and  magni 
ficence,  not  in  voluptuoufnefs ;  but,  in  a 
firm  adherence  to  truth  and  rectitude  •,  in 
an  untainted  heart,  that  would  not  pollute 
or  proftitute  its  integrity  in  any  degree,  to 
gain  the  higheft  worldly  honours,  or  to 
ward  off  the  greater!  worldly  miferies.  This 
is  true  magnanimity :  And  he  alone  can  be 
truly  happy,  as  well  as  truly  great,  who 
can  look  down  with  generous  contempt  upon 
every  thing  that  would  tempt  him  to  recede 

in 
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in  the  fmalleft  degree  from  the  paths  of 
rigid  honefty,  candour  and  veracity. 

Es  Modicus  Voti,  prefTo  lare,  dulcis  Amicis  ; 
Jam  nunc  aftringas  j  jam  nunc  granaria  laxes  $ 
Inque  luto  fixum  pofTis  tranfcendere  Nummum  j 
Nee  glutto  forbere  Salivam  Mercurialem  ? 
Hsec  mea  funt,  teneo,  cum  vere  dixeris  :  Efto 
Liberque  ac  Sapiens,  Prsetoribus  ac  Jove  dextro. 
Sin  tu,  cum  fueris  Noilrae  paulb  ante  farinse, 
Pelliculam  veterem  retines,  et  fronte  pohtus 
Aftutam  Vapido  fervas  fub  pectore  Vulpem ; 
Quae  dederam  fupra,   Repeto,    funemque  Re-« 

duco. 

Nil  tibi  conceffit  Ratio  :  digitum  exere  peccas^ 
Et  quid  tarn  parvum  eft  ?  Sed  nullo  thure  lita* 

bis,- 

Haereat  in  Stultis  brevis  &  ut  femuncia  Recti.  - 
Haec  mifcere  Nefas  : 

Are  you  moderate  in  your  defires,  fru- 

fal,  and  obliging  to  your  friends  ?  Do  you 
now  when  to  Ipare,  and  when  to  be  li 
beral,  as  occafion  requires  ?  And  can  you 
give  a  check  to  your  avarice,  in  fpite  of  all 
temptations  which  are  laid  in  your  way  ? 
Can  you  refrain  from  being  too  greedy  in 
your  purfuits  after  riches  ?  When  you.  can 
fincerely  affirm  that  you  are  mailer  of  your- 
felf,  and  of  all  thefe  good  qualities,  then 
you  are  free  indeed,  and  wife  by  the  pro 
pitious  power  of  Jove  and  the  Praetor. 

But 
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But  if  you  retain  the  old  habits  of  a  flave, 
and  harbour  ill  qualities,  under  the  hypo 
critical  appearance  of  virtue,  you  are  as 
much  a  flave  as  ever,  while  thus  enflaved 
to  your  vices.  Philofophy  gives  no  indul 
gence  to  vice — makes  no  allowance  for  any 
crime.  If  in  wagging  your  finger,  you 
acted  againft  reafon,  you  tranfgrefs,  tho'  the 
thing  be  of  fo  trifling  a  nature.  All  the  fa- 
crifkes  you  can  offer  will  never  pafs  for  a 
dram  of  rectitude,  while  your  conduct  is 
faulty.  Wifdom  is  incompatible  with  folly, 

When  to  be  bountiful,  and  when  to  fpare, 
And  never  craving,  or  opprefs'd  with  care  ; 
The  baits  of  gifts,  and  money  to  defpife, 
And  look  on  wealth  with  undefiring  eyes  ; 
When  thou  canft  truly  call  thefe  virtues  thine, 
Be  wife  and  free  by  HeavVs  confent  and  mine. 

But  thou,  who  lately  of  the  common  ftrain, 
Wert  one  of  us,  if  ftill  thou  doft  retain 
The  fame  ill  habits,  the  fame  follies  too, 
Glofs'd  over  only  with  a  faint-like  fhow, 
Then  I  rename  the  freedom  which  I  gave, 
Still  thou  art  bound  to  vice,  and  ftill  a  flave. 
Thou  canft  not  wag  thy  finger,  or  begin 
The  leaft  flight  motion,  but  it  tends  to  fin. 
How's  this  ?  Not  wag  my  finger,  he  replies  ? 
No,  friend;  not  fuming  gums,  nor  facrifice, 
Can  ever  make  a. madman  free,  or  wife. 
Virtue  and  vice  are  never  in  one  foul  : 
A  man  is  wholly  wife,  or  wholly  is  a  fool. 

This 
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This  is  the -great  leflbn,  that  virtue  alone  is 
true  honour,  true  freedom,  and  folid,  du 
rable  happinefs.  It  is  indeed  its  own  re 
ward.  There  are  no  fatisfadions  equal  to, 
or  comparable  with  virtuous,  rational  ex-- 
ercifes  •,  nor  can  virtuous  difpofitions,  and 
well  improved  moral  powers  be  rewarded, 
or  receive  happinefs  fuited  to  their  nature, 
but  from  their  exercifes  and  employments 
about  proper  objects.  And  as  virtue  gives 
pleafure  here  in  proportion  to  the  improve 
ments  it  makes,  far  beyond  all  that  mere 
fenfe  can  yield,  in  the  moft  advantageous 
circumftances  of  outward  enjoyment  •,  fo  in 
a  flate  to  come,  it  fhall  be  fo  placed  as  its 
improvements  require,  that  is,  be  placed 
in  circumftances  that  fhall  afford  it  bufmefs 
or  employment  proportioned  to  its  capacity, 
and  by  means  thereof  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
tion. — Such  a  bafis  for  building  moral  in- 
ftru&ions  upon  we  find  in  hiftory.  We 
are  warned  in  fome  pages  to  avoid  the  mi- 
feries  and  wretchednefs  which  many  have 
fallen  into  by  departing  from  reafon  and 
virtue  : — And  in  others,  we  meet  with  fuch 
virtuous  characters  and  actions,  as  fet  forth 
the  charms  of  integrity  in  their  full  luftre, 
and  prove  that  virtue  is  the  fupreme  beauty, 
the  fupreme  charm-,  that  in  keeping  the 
precepts  of  moral  rectitude,  we  fecure  a 
prefent  felicity  and  reward  j  and  have  a  jpre- 

fage 
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fage  of  thofe  higher  rewards  which  await  a 
iteady  conrfe  of  right  conduct  in  another 
world. — Glorious,  natural  virtue  I  Would 
mankind  but  hearken  to  its  voice,  and  obey 
its  dictates,  there  would  be  no  fuch  Beings 
as  Invader s^  Delinquent ~sy  and  Traitors^  in  this 
lower  world.  The  focial  inclinations  and 
difpoiitipns  would  for  ever  prevail  over  the 
ielnfli  appetites  and  pafiions.  The  law  of 
benevolence  would  be  the  rule  of  life.  The 
advancement  of  the  common  good  would 
be  the  work  of  every  man. 

12.  The  cafe  however  is  ; 
that  the  generality  of  mankind       AReflsaion 

1  en   Gocucvn- 

are  too  corrupt,  to  be  govern-  mgnt  andRe^ 
ed  by  the  great  univerial  law  Hgicn. 
of  fociai  nature,  and  to  grati 
fy  ambition,  avarice,  and  the  like,  employ 
a  cunning  or  power,  to  feize  the  natural 
rights  and  properties  of  others  :  and  there 
fore,  to  natural  virtue  grounded  on  tbe  reafon 
andfitnefs  of  things,  in  tkemfehes,  the  h'rfl 
and  principal  mean  of  fecuring  the  peace 
and  happineis  of  fociety,  it  was  neceiTary  to 
add  two  other  grand  principles,  civil  go 
vernment  and  Religion^  and  fo  have  three 
conducible  means  to  focial  happinefs.  Thefe 
three  are  neceflary  to  the  being  of  a  public, 
and  of  them,  religion,  as  I  take  it,  is  of 
the  ilrfi  coniequencej  for  the  choice  few 

only 
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only  mind  a  natural  virtue ',  or  benevolence 
flowing  from  the  reafon,  nature,  and  fitnefs 
of  things  ;  and  civil  government  cannot  al 
ways  fecure  the  happinefs  of  mankind  in 
particular  cafes  ;  but  Religion,  rightly  un- 
derftood,  and  fixed  upon  its  true  and  pro 
per  foundation,  might  do  the  work,  in  con- 
junftion  with  the  other  two  principles,  and 
fecure  the  happinefs  of  Society.  If  man 
kind  were  brought  to  the  belief 'and  wor/hip 
of  one  only  true  God,  and  to  a  fincere  obedi 
ence  to  his  Wil^  as  we  have  it  difcovered  in 
Revelation,  I  think  appetite  and  pafiion 
would  ceafe  to  invade  by  violence  or  fraud, 
or  fet  up  for  private  intereft  in  oppofition 
to  the  public 'flock  or  common  good.  But, 
alas  !  Religion  is  fo  far  from  being  rightly 
underftood,  that  it  is  rendered  by  fome  ex 
plainers  the  moil  doubtful  and  difputable 
thing  in  the  world.  They  have  given  it 
more  phafes  than  the  moon,  and  made  it 
every  thing,  and  nothing,  while  they  are 
fcreaming  or  forcing  the  people  into  their 
lever al  fadlions.  This  deflroys  the  moment 
of  Religion,  and  the  multitude  are  thereby 
wandered  into  endlefs  mazes  and  perplexi 
ties,  and  rendered  a  haring,  ftaring,  wrath 
ful  rabble ;  inftead  of  being  transformed 
into  fuch  chriftians  as  filled  the  firft  church 
at  Jerufalem ;  chriftians  who  acknowledged 
and  worfhipped  God  the  Father  Almighty, 

in 
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in  the  name  of  Chrift,  that  is,  under  a  be 
lief  of  that  authority  and  power  which  the 
Father  of  the  Univerfe  has,  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  conferred  upon  him  *,  and  in  hu 
mility  and  meeknefs,  in  mortification  and  felf- 
denial,  in  a  renunciation  of  the  fpirit,  -wifdom, 
and  honours  of  this  world,  in  a  love  of  God^ 
and  dejire  of  doing  God's  will,  and  faking 
only  his  honour,  were  by  the  Goipel  made 
like  unto  Chrift.  Golden  Religion !  Golden  Age] 
The  ~Doftrim  of  Chriftianity  was  then  a 
Reftoration  of  true  Religion  :  the  Practice  of 
Chriftianity,  a  Reftoration  of  human  Nature. 
But  now,  alas !  too  many  explainers  are 
employed  in  darkening  and  making  doubt 
ful  the  revealed  Will  of  God,  and  by  para* 
phrafes,  expofitions,  commentaries,  notes, 
and  gloiTes,  have  almoft  rendered  revela 
tion  ufelefs.  What  do  we  fee  in  the  vafl 
territories  of  Popery,  but  a  perfect  Diabol- 
ifm  in  the  place  of  the  religion  of  our  Lord  ; 
dodlrines  the  moft  impious  and  abfurd,  the 
rnoft  inconfiflent  and  contradictory  in  them- 
felves,  the  moft  hurtful  and  miichievous  in 
their  confequences ;  the  whole  fupported 
by  perfecution,  by  the  fophiftry  of  learned 
knaves,  and  the  tricks  of  juggling  priefts  ? 
And  if  we  turn  our  eyes  from  thefe  regions 
of  impofture  and  cruelty,  to  the  realms  of 
frot  eft  ants,  do  we  not  find  fome  learned 
chriftian  critics  and  expofitors  reducing  the 
-VoL.  I.  C  infoired 
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infpired  writings  to  a  dark  fcience  ?  without 
regard  to  the  nature  and  intrinfic  chara&er 
of  their  do&rines,  do  they  not  advance  no 
tions  as  true  and  divine,  which  have  not  one 
appearance  of  divine  authority  -,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  militate  with  the  reafon  of 
things,  and  the  moral  fitnefs  of  actions ; 
and  are  fo  far  from  being  plain  and  clear, 
free  from  all  doubtfulnefs,  or  ambiguity,, 
and  fuited  to  the  underftandings  and  capaci 
ty  of  men,  that  the  darknefs  of  them  ren 
ders  fuch  pretended  revelation  of  little  fer- 
vice  ••>  and  impeaches  the  veracity,  wifdom,  • 
and  goodnefs  of  God  ?  Alas  !  too  many 
explainers  are  clamorous,  under  the  infalli 
ble  flrength  of  their  own  perfuafions,  and 
exert  every  power  to  unman  us  into  believ 
ers.  How  the  apoftks  argued  for  the  great 
excellency  and  dignity  of  Chrifiianity,  is 
not  with  them  the  queftion,  fo  far  as  I  am  ( 
able  to  judge  from  their  learned  writings  ; 
but  the  fathers,  and  our  fpiritual  fuperiors^ 
have  put  upon  the  facred  writings  the  pro 
per  explications  ;  and  we  muft  receive  the 
truth  as  they  difpenfe  it  to  us.  This  is  not 
right,  in  my  conception.  I  own  it  does 
not  feem  to  anfwer  the  end  of  the  MefTiah's 
coming,  which  was  to  reftore  Reafon  and 
Religion  to  their  rightful  authority  over 
jnanlpnd  •,  and  to  make  all  virtue,  and  true 
goodnefs,  fiourifh  in  the  earth  j  the  moft 

perfect 
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perfect  bleffmg  to  be  fure  that  God  could 
bellow  on  man,  or  man  receive  from  God. 
This  bleiling  we  muft  mifs,  if  human  au 
thority  is  to  pin  us  down  to  what  it  pleafes 
to  call  fenfe  of  fcripture,  and  will  fet  up 
the  judgment  of  fallible  men  as  the  teft  of 
Chriftianity.  The  Chriftian  Laity  are  mi- 
ferable  indeed,  if  they  be  put  under  an 
obligation  to  find  that  to  be  truth  which  is 
taught  by  thefe  Leaders.  In  truth,  we 
fhould  be  unhappy  men,  with  a  revelation 
in  our  churches  and  our  clofets,  if  the  lea* 
ders  had  a  right  to  make  their  own  faith 
pafs  for  the  faith  of  the  Apojlles  -9  or,  if  we 
refufe  it,  might  lance  the  weapons  of  this 
world  at  their  people.  What  muft  we  do 
then  as  true  Chriftians  ?  I  think  for  myfelf, 
that  we  ought  to  form  our  judgment,  in 
matters  of  faith,  upon  a  drift,  ferious  and 
Impartial  examination  of  the  Holy  Scrip 
tures,  without  any  regard  to  the  judgment 
of  others,  or  human  authority  whatever : 
that  we  ought  to  open  the  facred  records, 
without  minding  any  fy items,  and  from  the 
revealed  word  of  God  learn,  that  Chriftian 
ity  does  not  confift  in  a  jingle  of  unintelli 
gible  founds,  and  new  fundamentals,  hewn 
out  by  craft,  enthufiafm,  or  bigotry,  and 
maintained  with  an  outrage  of  uncharitable 
zeal,  which  delivers  Chriftians  to  the  flames 
of  an  eternal  hell :  but  that  the  heavenly 
C  2  religion 
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religion  of  our  Lord  confifls  in  looking  on 
the  promifecl  McJ/iah,  as  the  mod  confum- 
mate  blefiing  God  could  beftow  or  man  re 
ceive  •,  and  that  Jefus  is  that  Meffiah ;  in 
acting  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  in  fludying  to  imitate  God,  who  is  the 
moil  perfect  underftanding  nature,  in  all 
his  moral  perfections ;  in  becoming  the 
Children  of  Cod  by  being  (according  to  our 
capacity)  perfect  as  be  is  perfect,  and  holy  as 
he  is  boly,  and  merciful  as  he  is  merciful; 
and  in  our  whole  moral  behaviour  as  like  to 
bim  as  poflible. 

In  a  word,  to  flee  injujlice,  opprcf/ion,  in 
temperance,    impurity,   pride,  unmercifulnefs^ 

revenge  : —to  pra&iie  juftice^  piety^  tern- - 

perance,  chaftity,  humility -,  beneficence,  placa 
bility to  turn  from  our  iniquities  to  the 

practice  of  all  virtue  :  and  through  the  ahne 
mediation  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  be 
lieve  in  and  worjhip  the  eternal  mind,  the  one 
fupreme  Spirit,  in  hope  of  a  glorious  immor-* 
taiity,  through  the  fanctification  of  the 

Holy  Ghoft: -Thefe  are  the  things  the 

Lord  came  down  to  teach  mankinJ.  For 
the  New  ¥  eft  amen  t  itfelf  then  we  muft  de 
clare,  and  look  upon  it  as  the  only  guide,  or 
rule  of  faith.  It  is  now  the  only  deliverer 
of  the  declarations  of  our  Lord :  And  the 
rule  in  our  enquiry  is,  that  every  thing  nc- 
2  ceffary 
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ceffary  to  be  believed  by  a  Chriftian,  is  in 
thofe  Books  not  left  to  be  gathered  by  con- 
fequenceS)  or  implications  \  but  the  things  ne~ 
ceffary  to  obtain  the  favour  of  God  promrf- 
ed  to  Cbriftians  are  expresfly  declared.  If 
this  was  not  the  cafe — if  things  absolutely 
neceffary  were  not  exprefsiy  proclaimed  to  be 
fo>  the  gofpel  revelation  would  be  no  rule 
at  all  (i ). 


(i )  To  the  plain  and  fatisfa&ory  method  of  feeking 
for  the  faith  in  the  facred  books,  there  were  many 
adverfaries  and  many  objections  raifed.  There  are 
(fays  a  great  man)  a  very  numerous  body  of  Chriftians 
who  know  no  other  guides  but  the  living  guides  of 
the  prefent  Church  ;  and  acknowledge  no  other  faith 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  but  that  which 
is  new  delivered  to  them  by  iheir  fre/ent  rulers-,  as  fuclu 

To  eilablifli  this  point,  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
lay  down  the  infallibility  of  the  prefent  church,  and 
of  every  man  of  the  paft  ages,  through  whole  mouth, 
or  by  whofe  hands,  the  prefent  traditions  of  faitht 
have  defcended  to  them.  And  this,  indeed,  would 
be  a  very  good  method,  if  that  fingle  proof  of  infal 
libility  could  be  proved.  But  this  is  a  point  fo  grofs, 
and  ib  utterly  void  of  all  proof,  that  a  great  body 
of  the  Cbriftian  world,  have  broke  loofe  from  the 
power  of  this  monfter,  and  declared  for  the  New 
Teftamsnt  itfelf,  as  the  only  guide  or  rule  of  faith;  the 
only  deliverer  of  the  faith  to  us  of  later  ages. 

When  this  ccmes  however  to  be  pat  in   practice, 

too  many  of  the  fame  perfons  who  :et  the  fcriptures 

up  as  the  only  s  uide,  turn  round  on  a  fudden,  and 

C  3  let 
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13.  But  it  is  time  to  tell  my 
***fW  °f    reader  the  (lory  of  the  beauti- 

Harriot  J\&ti.       f  .    rT        .       -»r/  7        ,  .    ,     T 

lul  Harriot  Noel^  which  I  pro- 
mifed  in  my  third  memorandum. — — *- 


let  us  know  that  they  mean  by  it,  not  thefe  facred 
original  writings  themfelves,  but  the  interpretations  y 
vr'fenfe,  put  upon  them  by  our  fpiritualy/^r/tfrj,  to 
which  we  are  bound  to  iubmit,  and  put  under  an 
obligation  to  find  that  to' be  the  truth  which  is  taught 
by  thefe  leaders. 

Eat  to  this  we  reply  with  reafon,  that  though  \v& 
ought  to  pay  a  regard  of  ferious  attention  to  thole 

.  whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  find  out  and  difpeufe  the 
truth,  and  mew  .the  refpect  of  a  due  examination  of 
what  they  affirm  ;  yet  we  muil  not  yield  the  fubmif- 

•fion  due  only  to  infallibility*  It  is  our  glory  not  to 
jfubmit  to  the  voice  of  any  man.  We  muft  referve 
that  regard,  for  God,  and  for  Cbrift,  in  matters  of 

faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints* 

Others,  again,  of  the  reformed^  tell  us,  that  tlif 
iurer  way  of  knowing  what  was  delivered  near  eigh 
teen  hundred  years  ago,  is  to  take  the  original  faith 
from  the  Councils  and  Fathers,  grave  and  good  men, 
who  met  and  writ  for  the  fettling  of  the  faith. — And 
to  this  we  anfwer,  that  thefe  wife  and  good  men  can 
not  give  fo  good  an  account  of  the  faith  contained 
in  the  original  books  as  the  hooks  themjel'ves  which  con 
tain  it. 

To  give  an  example  to  the  purpofe.  If  we  would 
know  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England  at  the 
reformation,  it  is  not  the  writings  of  any  particular 
divines  many  years  after  that  period,  that  we  mult 

Qonfult; 
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On  the  glorious  firfl  of  Auguft,  before 
the  beafts  were  roufed  from  their  lodges,  or 
the  birds  had  foared  upwards,  to  pour  forth 
their  morning  harmony  ;  while  the  moun 
tains  and  the  groves  were  overmadowed  by 
a  dun  obfcurity,  and  the  dawn  ftill  dappled 
the  drowly  Eaft  with  fpots  of  grey;  in 
iliort,  before  the  fun  was  up,  or,  with  his 
aufpicious  prefence,  began  to  animate  infe 
rior  nature,  I  left  my  chamber,  and  with 
my  gun  and  dog,  went  out  to  wander  over 
a,  pleafant  country.  The  different  afpecls 


confult ;  or  ?ry  affembly  of  them  :  but  the  authentic 
ads,  and  declarations,  and  fermons,  made  and  re 
corded  at  the  time  ;  for  many  of  the  doctrines  thought 
effential  at  the  reformation,  have  been  fince  changed 
by  gradual  alterations ; — by  explainers  ufing  their 
own  flile  and  manner  of  expreffion,  and  introducing 
their  own  fcheme  of  philofophy,  and  judgment  in. 
commenting,  into  the  fcheme  of  doctrine  to  be  ex 
plained.  This  produces  great  variation  fro  hat 
was  once  fettled.  What  was  once  efteemed  lu^Ja- 
mental  is  thereby  altered, — Let  this  be  applied  to 
the  firft  Chriftian  writers,  after  the  Apoftles  were  de 
parted,  and  as  their  language  and  philofophy  were 
^various,  and  they  differed  from  one  another,  great 
variations  muft  creep  into  the  doctrines  delivered  by 
them.  It  follows  then,  that  nothing  but  what  is  re 
corded  in  the  frft  original  books  themfelves  can  be 
firm  and  ftable  to  us  in  points  of  faith.  In  the  origi- 
-nal  books  only  we  can  find  the  faith,  without  that 
ccnfufion  and  darknefs,  which  human  explications  and 
addicions  have  brought  in  by  way  of  light. 

C  4  and 
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and  the  various  points  of  view  were  charm 
ing,  as  the  light  in  fleecy  rings  increaf- 
ed ;  and  when  the  whole  flood  of  day  de- 
fcended,  the  imbellifbcd  early  fcene  was  a 
fine  entertainment.  Delighted  with  the 
beauties  of  this  morning,  I  climbed  up  the 
mountains,  and  travelled  through  many  a 
valley.  The  game  was  plenty,  and  for  full 
five  hours,  I  journeyed  onward,  without 
knowing  where  I  was  going,  or  thinking  of 
a  return  to  college. 

About  nine  o'clock  however  I  began  to 
grow  very  hungry,  and  was  looking  round 
to  fee  if  1  could  difcover  any  proper  habi 
tation  to  my  purpofe,  when  I  obferved  in  a 
valley,  at  fome  diftance,  fomething  that 
looked  like  a  manfion.  That  way  therefore 
I  moved,  and  with  no  little  difficulty,  as  I 
had  a  precipice  to  defcend,  or  muft  go  a 
mile  round,  to  arrive  at  the  place  I  wanted : 
down  therefore  I  marched,  got  a  fall  by  the 
way  that  had  like  to  have  deftroyed  me, 
and,  after  all,  found  k  to  be  a  flied  for  cat 
tle.  The  bottom  however  was  very  beau 
tiful,  and  the  fides  of  the  hills  fweetly 
copfed  with  little  woods.  The  valley  is  fo 
divided,  that  the  rifmg  fun  gilds  it  on  the 
right  hand,  and  when  declining,  warms  it 
on  the  left. 

— Veniens 
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Veniens  dextrum  latus  afpiciat  Sol, 

Lasvum  difcedens  cunu  fugiente  vaporet. 

A  pretty  brook  here  Lkewife  babbles  along; 
and  even  Hebrus  ftrays  not  around  'Tkrac.e 
with  a  purer  and  cooler  ftrearru. 

Fons  etiam  rivo  dare  nomen  idoneus,  ut  nee 
Frigidior  Thracam  nee  purior  ambiat  Hebrus^ 

In  this  fweet  and  delicious  fb- 
litude,  I  crept  on  for  fome  time, 

, '     r  j         £      \ 

by  the  fide  of  the  murmur 
ing  flream,  and  followed  as  it  winded  thro*1 
the  vale,  till  I  came  to  a  little  harmonic 
building,,  that  had  every  charm  and  pro 
portion  architecture  could  give  it.     It  was- 
fituated  on  a  rifmg  ground  in  a  broad  part 
of  the  fruitful  valley,  and  furrounded  with 
a  garden,  that  invited  a  penfive  wanderer  to 
roam  in  its  delightful  retreats,  and  walks- 
amazingly  beautiful.     Every  fide  of  this 
fine  fpot  was  planted  thick  with  underwood, 
and  kept  fo  low,  as  not  to  prevent  a  pro£~ 
pecl  to  every  pleafmg  remote  objecl:.. 

Finding  one  of  die   garden  doors  left 

open,  I  entered  immediately,  and  to  fcreen 

myfelf  from  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun, 

got  into  an  imbowered  way,  that  kd  me  tp 

€5  a  large 
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a  large  fountain,  in  a  ring  or  circular  open- 
ing,  and  from  thence,  by  a  gradual,  eafy, 
(hady  afcent,  to  a  femicircular  amphithea 
tre  of  ever-greens,  that  was  quite  charm 
ing.  In  this  were  feveral  feats  for  eaie,  re- 
paft,  or  retirement ;  and  at  either  end  of  it 
a  rotunda  or  temple  of  the  Ionic  order. 
One  of  them  was  converted  into  a  grotto  or 
Ihell-houfe,  in  which  a  politeneis  of  fancy  had 
produced  and  blended  the  greateft  beauties 
of  nature  and  decoration.  The  other  was 
a  library,  rilled  with  the  fined  books,  and 
a  vaft  variety  of  mathematical  inltruments. 
Here  I  faw  Mifs  Noel  fitting,  and  fo  intent 
at  writing,  that  'me  did  not  take  any  notice 
of  me,  as  I  Hood  at  the  window,  in  afto- 
.nifhment  looking  at  the  things  before  me, 
and  elpecially  at  the  amazing  beauties  of  her 
face,  and  the  fpkndor  of  her  eyes ;  as  (he 
raifed  them  now  and  then  from  the  paper 
me  writ  on,  to  look  into  a  Hebrew  Bible 
that  lay  open  upon  a  fmall  defk  before  her. 
The  whole  fcene  was  fo  very  uncommon, 
and  fo  vaftly  amazing,  that  I  thought  my- 
felf  for  a  while  on  fome  fpot  of  magic 
ground,  and  almoft  doubted  the  reality  of 
what  my  eyes  beheld;  till  Mifs  Noel,  by 
accident,  looked  full  at  me,  and  then  came 
forward  to  the  open  window,  to  know  who 
I  wanted, 

Before 
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Before  I  could  anfwer,  I  found  a  venera 
ble  old  gentleman  Handing  by  my  fide,  and 
he  feemed  much  more  furprized  at  the  fight 
of  me  than  his  daughter  was ;  for,  as  this 
young  lady  told  me  afterward,  flie  gueffed 
at  once  the  whole  affair ;  feeing  me  with  my 
gun  and  dog,  in  a  ihooting  drefs;  and 
knew  it  was  a  natural  curiofity  brought  me 
into  the  garden,  and  flopped  me  at  the 
window,  when  I  faw  her  in  fuch  an  atti 
tude,  and  in  fuch  a  place. — This  I  affured 
them  was  the  truth  of  my  cafe,  with  this 
fmall  addition  however,  that  I  was  ready  to 
perifh  for  want  of  fomething  to  eat ;  having 
been  from  four  in  the  morning  at  hard  ex- 
erciie,  and  had  not  yet  broke  my  fall. — 
If  this  be  the  cafe,  fays  the  good  old  man, 
you  are  welcome,  Sir,  to  Eden-Park,  and 
you  mall  foon  have  the  beft  breakfaft  our 
houfe  affords. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Noel  brought  me  into  his 
houfe,  and  the  lovely  Harriot  made  tea  for 
me,  and  had  fuch  plenty  of  fine  cream,  and 
extraordinary  bread  and  butter  fet  before 
me,  that  I  breakfafted  with  uncommon 
pleafure.  The  honour  and  happinefs  of  her 
company  rendered  the  rep  aft  quite  delight 
ful.  There  was  a  civility  fo  very  great  in 
her  manner,  and  a  focial  goodnefs  fo  charm 
ing  in  her  talk  and  temper,  that  it  was  un- 
C  6  ipeakable 
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fpeakable  delight  to  fit  at  table  with  her.. 
She  afked  me  a  number  of  queilions  relat 
ing  to  things,  and  books,  and  people,  and 
there  was  lo  much  good  fenfe  in  every  in 
quiry,  fo  much  good  humour  in  her  reflec-, 
tions,  and  replications,  that  I  was  entirely 
charmed  with  her  mind  ;  and  loft  in  admi 
ration,  when  I  contemplated  the  wonders 
of  her  face,  and  the  beauties  of  her  perfon. 

When  breakfaft  was  over,  it  was  time 
for  me  to  depart,  and  I  made  half  a  dozen 
attempts  to  rife  from  my  chair ;  but  without 
her  laying  a  rofy  finger  on  me,  this  illuftri- 
ous  maid  had  fo  totally  fubdued  my  foul, 
and  deprived  me  of  all  motive  power,  that 
I  fat  like  the  renowned  Prince  of  the  Mafia- 
getes,  who  was  ftiffened  by  enchantment 
in  the  apartment  of  the  Princefs  Phedima^ 
as  we  read  in  Amadls  de  Gaul.  This  Mifs 
Noel  faw  very  plain,  and  in  companion  to 
my  misfortune,  generoufly  threw  in  a  hint 
now  and  then,  for  a  little  farther  converfa- 
tion  to  colour  my  unreafonable  delay.  But 
this  could  not  have  been  of  fervice  much 
longer,  as  the  clock  had  ilruck  twelve,  if  the 
old  gentleman,  her  father,  had  not  returned 
to  us,  and  told  me,  he  infifted  on  my  flaying 
to  dine  with  him  •,  for  he  loved  to  take  a 
glafs  after  dinner  with  a  facetious  compa 
nion,  and  would  be  obliged  to  me  for  my  com 
pany* 
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pany.  At  prefent  (Mr.  Noel  continued)  you 
will  excnfe  me,  Sir,  as  bufmefs  engages  me 
till  we  dine :  but  my  daughter  will  chat  the 
hours  away  with  you,  and  fhew  you  the  cu- 
rioiities  of  her  library  and  grott.  Harriot 
will  fupply  my  place. 

This  was  a  delightful  invitation  indeed, 
and  after  returning  my  hearty  thanks  to  the 
old  gentleman  for  the  favour  he  did  me,  I 
addreffed  myfelf  to  Mifs  Noel^  when  her  fa 
ther  was  gone,  and  we  were  walking  back 
to  the  library  in  the  garden,  and  told  her 
ingenuoufly,  that  though  I  could  not  be 
pofitive  as  to  the  fituation  of  my  foul,  whe 
ther  I  was  in  love  with  her  or  not,  as  I  never 
had  experienced  the  paflion  before,  nor  knew 
what  it  was  to  admire  a  woman ;  having 
lived  till  thaf  morning  in  a  ftate  of  indif 
ference  to  her  fex ;  yet,  I  found  very  ftrange 
emotions  within  me,  and  I  was  fure  I  could 
not  leave  her  without  the  mcft  lively  and  af 
flicting  inquietude.  You  will  pardon,  I 
hope,  Madam,  this  effufion  of  my  heart, 
and  fuffer  me  to  demonflrate  by  a  thou- 
fand  and  a  thoufand  actions,  that  I  honour 
you  in  a  manner  unutterable,  and  from 
this  time,  can  imagine  no  happinefs  but 
with  you. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  (this  inimitable  maid  re- 
A  Cower/a-     plied)  you  are  an  entire  ftranger 

tl™.?^h,  .  to  me,  and  to  declare  a  paffion 
M//JNoeI,7»  r        \  - 

relation  to  the  on  a  few. hours  acquaintance, 

Language  of  muft  be  either  to  try  my  weak^ 

Adam,  and  nefs,  or  becaufe  you  think  a 

the  Primes-  yOungr  woman  is  incapable  of 

vify  of  the         J  r/1  ?  ,  .  -     , 

Hebrew  relilhing  any   thing   but  inch 

Tongue.  fluff,  when  alone  in  converfa- 

tion  with  a  gentleman.  I  beg 
then  I  may  hear  no  more  of  this,  and  as  I 
am  fure  you  can  talk  upon  many  more  ra 
tional  fubjects,  requefl  your  favour,  to  give 
me  your  opinion  on  fome  articles  in  this 
Hebrew  Bible  you  fee  lying  open  on  the  ta 
ble  in  this  room.  My  father,  Sir,  among 
other  things  he  has  taken  great  pains  to  in- 
ftrud  me  in,  for  feveral  years  that  I  have 
lived  with  him  in  a  kind  of  folitary  flate, 
fince  the  death  of  my  mother,  whom  I  loft 
when  I  was  very  young,  has  taught  me  to 
read  and  underftand  this  infpired  Hebrew 
book ;  and  fays  we  muft  afcribe  frim^evity 
and  facred  prerogatives  to  this  language. 
For  my  part,  I  have  ibme  doubts  as  to  this 
matter,  which  I  dare  not  mention  to  my 
father.  Tell  me,  if  you  pleafe,  what  you 
think  of  the  thing. 

Mifs  Noel,  (I  anfwered)  fmce  it  is  your 
Command,  that  I  Ihould  be  filent  as  to  that 


JOHN    BUNGLE,    Eso,     39 

flame  your  glorious  eyes  and  underftanding 
have  lighted  up  in  my  foul,  like  fome  fupe- 
rior  nature,  before  whom  I  am  nothing,  fi- 
lent  I  will  be,  and  tell  you  what  I  fancy  on 
a  Subject  I  am  certain  you  understand  much 
better  than  I  do-  My  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  is  but  fmall,  though  I  have  learned 
to  read  and  understand  the  Old  Teflament 
in  the  Ante-Babel  language. 

My  opinion  on  your  queftion  is,  that  the 
Biblical  Hebrew  was  the  language  of  Para- 
dife,  and  continued  to  be  fpoken  by  all  men, 
dowa  to,  and  at  the  time  of  Mofes  writing 
the  Pentateuch,  and  long  after.  Abraham* 
though  bred  in  Chaldea,  could  converfe 
freely  with  the  Egyptians^  the  Sodomites^  and 
the  King  of  Gerar ;  nor  do  we  find,  that 
any  variety  of  fpeech  interrupted  the  com 
merce  of  his  fon  Ifaac  with  the  feveral  na 
tions  around,  or  that  it  ever  Itopt  Jacob  in 
his  travels.  Nay,  the  Ifraelites^  in  their 
journey  through  the  defarts  of  Arabia^  (af 
ter  they  had  been  fome  hundred  years  in 
Egypt)  though  joined  by  a  mixt  multitude, 
and  meeting  with  divers  kinds  of  people, 
had  not  corrupted  their  language,  and  were 
eafily  underftood,  becaufe  it  was  then  the 
viniverfal  one.  The  Simplicity  and  diftincl:- 
nefs  of  the  Hebrew  tongue  preferved  its  pu 
rity  fo  long  and  fo  univerfally.  It  could 

HOC 
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not  well  be  degenerate  till  the  knowledge  of 
nature  was  loft,  as  its  words  confift  but  of 
two  or  three  letters,  and  are  perfectly  well 
fuited  to  convey  fenfible  and  ilrong  idea$. 
It  was  at  the  captivity  (2),  in  the  fpace  of 
feventy  years,  that  the  Jews,  by  temporifing 
with  the  ignorant  victors,  fo  far  i;egle6led 
the  ufage  of  their  own  tongue,  that  none  but 
the  fcribes  or  learned  men  could  underftand 
Mofes's  books. 

This  I  confefs  (Mifs  Noel  faid)  is  a  plan- 
fible  account  of  the  primoevity  and  pre-emi 
nence  of  the  facred  Hebrew,  but  I  think  it  is 
not  necefiary  the  account  fhould  be  allowed 
as  fact.  As  to  its  being  the  language  in  Pa- 
radife,  this  is  not  very  probable,,  as  a  com- 
pafs  of  1800  years  muft  have  changed  the 
firft  language  very  greatly  by  an  increafe  of 
words,  and  new  inflections,  applications, 
and  conftruftions  of  them.  The  few  firft 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  occupied  in 
few  things,  and  wanted  not  a  variety  of 


(2)  The  captivity  began  at  Ne&uzaradan's  taking 
and  burning  the  city  and  temple  of  Jwufaltm,  and 
fending  Zeekkiab,  the  laft  king,  in  chains,  to  Nebu- 
chadnezzar>  who  ordered  his  children  to  be  butchered 
before  his  face,  his  eyes  to  be  pur  out,  and  then 
thrown  into  a  dungeon,  where  he  died.  This  hapr 
pened  before  our  Lord  588  years ;  after  the  flood, 
j-66;  of  the  world  3416. 

words  i 
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words  •,  but  when  their  clefcendants  invented 
arts  and  improved  fciences,  they  were  oblig 
ed  to  coin  new  words  and  technical  terms, 
and  by  extending  and  transferring  their 
words  to  new  fubjects,  and  ufmg  them  fi 
guratively,  were  forced  to  multiply  the 
lenfes  of  thofe  already  in  ufe.  The  lan 
guage  to  be  fure  was  thus  gradually  culti 
vated,  and  every  age  improved  it.  All  liv 
ing  languages  are  liable  to  fuch  change.  I 
therefore  conclude,  that  the  language  which 
ferved  thtfirft  pair  would  not  do  for  fuc- 
ceeding  generations.  It  became  vaftly  more 
copious  and  extenlive,  when  the  numbers  of 
mankind  were  great,  and  their  language 
muft  ferve  converfation  and  the  ends  of  life, 
and  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  intelligence 
and  correfpondence.  ,  New  words  and  new 
terms  of  ipeech,  from  time  to  time  were 
neceffary,  to  give- true  ideas  of  the  things, 
actions,  offices,  places,  and  times  peculiar 
to  the  Hebrews.  Even  Hutchinfon  allows 
there  was  fome  coinage,  fome  new  words 
framed.  We  find  in  the  latter  prophets, 
words  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  Pentateuch : 
and  from  thence  we  may  fuppofe,  that  Mo- 
fes  uled  words  unknown  to  Nintrod  and  He- 
ber:  and  that  the  men  at  Shinaar  (3)  had 

(3)  Shinaar  comprehends  the  plains  of  Cbaldea  or 
Babylonia  in  AJia  ;  and  the  msn  of  Shinaar  were  the 

full 
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words  which  the  people  before  the  flood 
were  ftrangers  to.  Even  in  the  feventeenth 
century,  there  mud  have  been  a  great  alter 
ation  in  the  language  of  Adam  \  and  when 
the  venerable  Patriarch  and  his  family 
came  into  a  new  world,  that  was  in  a  diffe 
rent  ftate  from  the  earth  before  the  deluge, 
and /aw  a  vail  variety  of  things  without  pre 
cedent  in  the  old  world,  the  alterations  in 
nature  and  diet,  muft  introduce  a  multitude 
of  new  terms  in  things  of  common  experi 
ence  and  uiage ;  as,  after  that  amazing 
revolution  in  the  natural  world,  not  only 
the  clouds  and  meteors  were  different,  and 
the  fouls  that  were  faved  had  a  new  and 
aftonifhing  view  of  the  ruin  and  repair  of 
.the  fyflem,  but  Noah  did  then  begin  to  be 
an  hufbandman ;  he  planted  a  vineyard ;  he 
invented  wine ;  and  to  him  the  firft  grant 
was  given  of  eating  flefh.  All  thefe  things 
required  as  it  were  a  new  language,  and  the 
terms  to  be  fure  with  mankind  encreafed. 
The  Noacbical  language  muft  be  quite  ano 
ther  thing  after  the  great  events  of  the  flood* 


jfirft  colony  that  Noah  fent  out  from  Ararat,  the  moun 
tains  of  Armenia ,  where  the  Ark  refted  after  ^Q  flood y 
to  fettle  in  the  grand  plains  of  Babylonia,  1200  miles 
from  Ararat.  This  was  in  the  days  of  Pelegy  240 
years  after  the  flood,  when  the  eight  had  encreafed  to 
Jfixty  thoufand ;  which  made  a  remove  of  part  of  them 

Had 
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Had  Methufelaby  who  converfed  many  years 
with  Adamy  who  received  from  his  mouth 
the  hiilory  of  the  creation  and  fatty  and  who 
lived  600  years  with  Noah,  to  communicate 
to  him  all  the  knowledge  he  got  from  Adam  ; 
had  this  Antediluvian  wife  man  been  raifed 
from  the  dead  to  converfe  with  the  poftditu- 
vian  fathers,  or  even  with  Noaby  the  year  he 
died,  that  is,  350  years  after  .the  flood  \  is  it 
not  credible,  from  what  I  have  faid,  that  he 
v/ould  have  beard  a  language  very  different 
from  that  tongue  he  ufed  in  the  converfa- 
tions  with  Adamy  even  in  the  93Oth  year  of 
the  firft  man  (4)  ?  I  imagine  Methufelab 
would  not  have  been  able  to  have  talked 


(4)  The  extraordinary  longevity  of  the 
Antediluvians  is  accounted  utterly  incre- 
dible  by  many  moderns  \  but  it  did  not  vaKS. 
appear  fo  unnatural  to  the  early  ages  of 
Paganifm. — Let  no  one  (fays  Jofephus)  upon  compar 
ing  the  lives  of  the  ancients  with  our  lives,  and  with 
the  few  years  which  we  now  live,  think  that  what  we 
have  faid  of  them  is  falfe.  I  have  for  witnefs  to  what 
I  have  faid,  all  thofe  who  have  written  antiquities, 
both  among  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians.  For  even 
Manetbo,  who  wrote  the  Egyptian  Hiitory  ;  and  Be- 
ro/us,  who  collected  the  Chaldean  Monuments ;  and 
Mochus  and  Hoftiatus ;  and  hefides  thefe,  Hieronymus 
the  Egyptian,  and  thofe  who  compofed  the  Phoenician 
Hiftory,  agree  to  what  I  here  fay.  Hejiod  alfo,  and 
Hecuttfus,  and  Hallanius9  and  Acujilaus ;  and  befides 
thefe,  Epborus,  and  Nicolaus  of  Damafcus,  relate  that 
the  ancients  lived  1000  years. 
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with  Noah  at  the  time  I  have  mentioned, 
of  the  circumftances  that  then  made  the 
cafe  of  mankind,  and  of  the  things  of 
common  experience  and  nfage.  He  muft 
have  been  unable  to  converfe  at  his  firft  ap 
pearance. 

What  you  fay,  Madam,  (I  replied)  is 
not  only  very  probable,  but  affords  a  fatif- 
faction  unexpected  in  a  fubject  on  which 
we  are  obliged,  for  want  of  data^  to  ufe 
conjectures.  I  offer  up  to  your  fuperior 
fenfe  the  notion^  that  the  Scriptures  were 
wrote  in  the  language  of  Paradife.  Moil 
certain  it  is,  that  even  in  refped  to  our 
own  language,  for  example,  the  fubjects  of 
Henry  the  ift  would  find  it  as  much  out 
of  their  power  to  underftand  the  Englijh  of 
George  the  ifVs  reign,  were  they  brought 
up  again,  as  the  ordinary  people  of  our 
time  are  at  a  lofs  to  make  any  thing  of 
the  Englijh  written  in  the  ift  Henry's  rei  n. 
But  when  I  have  granted  this,  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  inform  me,  how  Abraham 


The  ancient  Latin  authors  likewife  confirm  the  fa- 
cred  hiftory  in  this  branch :  and  Varro,  in  particular, 
made  an  enquiry,  What  the  reafon-  was  that  the  an- 
tients  lived  a  thoufand  years. 

§ee  a  continuation  of  this  4th  note  in  the  appendix. 

and 
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and  his  fons  converfed  and  commerced  with 
the  nations,  if  the  Hebrew  was  not  the 
univerfal  language  in  their  time  ?  If  the 
miracle  at  Babel  was  a  confufion  of  tongues^ 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  how  did  the  holy 
family  talk  and  a<5t  with  fuch  diftant  Kings 
and  people  ?  Illuminate  me,  thou  glorious 
girl,  in  this  dark  article,  and  be  my  teacher 
in  Hebrew  learning,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
will  be  the  guide  and  dirigent  of  all  my  no 
tions  and  my  days.  Yes,  charming  Har 
riot  ^  my  fate  is  in  your  hands.  Difpofe 
of  it  as  you  will,  and  make  me  what  you 
pleafe. 

You  force  me  to  fmile,  (the  illuftrious 
Mifs  Noel  replied)  and  oblige  me  to  call 
you  an  odd  compound  of  a  man.  Pray, 
Sir,  let  me  have  no  more  of  thofe  romantic 
flights,  and  I  will  anfwer  your  queftions  as 
well  as  I  can  ;  but  it  mull  be  at  fome  other 
time.  There  is  more  to  be  faid  on  the  mi 
racle  of  B  obeli  and  its  effects,  than  I  could 
cliipatch  between  this  and  our  hour  of  din 
ing,  and  therefore,  the  remainder  of  our 
leiiure  till  dinner,  we  will  pafs  in  a  vifit  to 
my  grotto,  and  in  walking  round  the  gar 
den  to  the  parlour  we  came  from.  To  the 
grotto  then  we  went,  and,  to  the  bed  of  my 
power,  I  will  give  my  reader  a  defcription  of 
this  fplendid  room. 

In 
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In  one  of  the  fine  rotundas  I 
have  mentioned,  at  one  end  of 

'       . 

grotto.  tne   green    amphitheatre   very 

lately  defcribed,  the  fhining 
apartment  was  formed.  Mifs  Noel's  hand 
had  covered  the  floor  with  the  moft  beauti 
ful  Mofaic  my  eyes  have  ever  beheld,  and 
filled  the  arched  rcof  with  the  richefl  foflil 
gems.  The  Mofaic  painting  on  the  ground 
was  wrought  with  imall  coloured  ftones  or 
pebbles,  and  marp-pointed  bits  of  glafs, 
meafured  and  proportioned  together,  ib  as 
to  imitate  in  their  afTemblage  the  ftrokes 
and  colour  of  the  objects,  which  they  were 
intended  to  reprefent,  and  they  reprefented 
by  this  lady's  art,  the  'Temple  of  Tranquillity ', 
defcribed  by  Volujenus  in  his  dream. 

At  fome  diftance  the  fine 
temple  looks  like  a  beautiful 
painted  picture,  as  do  the  birds, 

the  beafh> the  trees>  !n  the  ^ds 
about  it,  and  the  river  which 

murmurs  at  the  bottom  of  the 
rifing  ground ;  Amnis  lucidus  &  vadofus  in 
TJUO  cernere  erat  varii  generis  pifces  collu- 
dere.  So  wonderfully  did  this  genius  per 
form  the  piece,  that  filhes  of  many  kinds 
feem  to  take  their  paflime  in  the  bright 
ftream.  But  above  all,  is  the  image  of  the 
philofopher,  at  the  entrance  of  the  tem 
ple, 
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pie,  vaftly  fine.  With  pebbles  and  fcraps 
of  glals,  all  the  beauties  and  graces  are  ex- 
preiTed,  which  the  pencil  of  an  able  artiit 
could  beflow  on  the  picture  of  Democritus. 
You  fee  him  as  Diogenes  Laertius  has  drawn 
him,  with  a  philofophical  joy  in  his  counte 
nance,  that  fhews  him  fuperior  to  all  events. 
Summum  bonorum  finem  ftatuit  effe  latitiam, 
nbn  earn  quas  fit  eadem  voluptati,  fed  earn 
per  quam  animus  degit  perturbationis  expers  \ 
and  with  a  finger  he  points  to  the  following 
golden  infcription  on  the  portico  of  the 
temple : — 

-. 

Flagrans  fit ftudiuw  bene  mercndi  defeipfo, 
Et  feipfum  perficiendi. 

That  is,  By  a  reftitude  of  mind  and  life,  fe- 
cure  true  happinefs  and  the  applaufe  of  your 
own  heart, ,  and  let  it  be  the  labour  of  your 
every  day,  to  come  as  near  perfection  as  it  is 
pojfible  for  human  nature  to  get.  This  Mo- 
faic  piece  of  painting  is  indeed  an  admirable' 
thing.  It  has  a  fine  effect  in  this  grotto,  and 
is  a  noble  monument  of  the  mafterly  hand 
of  Mifs  Noel. 

Nor  was  her  fine  genius  lefs  vifible  in 
the  ftriking  appearance  of  the  extremely 
beautiful  fhells  and  valuable  curiofities,  all 
round  the  apartment.  Her  father  fpared  no 
coft  to  procure  her  the  fineft  things  of  the 
3  oceans 
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oceans  and  rivers  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  pebbles,  ftones,  and  ores  of  the  great- 
eft  curiofity  and  worth.  Thefe  were  all  dif- 
pofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  only  Hied  a 
glorious  luftre  in  the  room,  but  fhewed  the 
underftanding  of  this  young  lady  in  natural 
knowledge. 

In  one  part  of  the  grot  were  colle&ed  and 
arranged  the  ftony  coverings  of  all  the  fhell- 
£m  in  the  fea,  from  the  ftriated  patella  and 
its  feveral  fpecies,  to  the  pbolades  in  all  their 
fpecies  :  and  of  thofe  that  live  in  the  frefh 
ftreams,  from  thefuboval  limpet  or  umbonat- 
ed  patella,  and  its  fpecies,  to  the  triangular •, 
find  deeply  ftriated  cardia.  Even  all  the 
land-fhells  were  in  this  collection,  from  the 
pomatia  to  the  round-mouthed  turbo.  The 
moft  beautiful  genera  of  the  fea-fliells,  inter 
mixed  with  foflil  corals  of  all  the  kinds, 
with  animal  fubftances  become  foflil ;  and 
with  copper-ores,  agates,  pebbles,  pieces  of 
the  fineft  marmora  and  alabaftritse,  and  the 
moft  elegant  and  beautiful  marcafites,  and 
chryftals,  and  fpars.  Thefe  filled  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  walls,  and  in  claries,  here 
and  there,  were  fcattered,  as  foils  to  raife 
the  luftre  of  the  others,  the  inferior  fhells. 

' 

Among  the  fimple  fea-fhells,  that  is,  thofe 
of  one  (hell,  without  a  hinge, ,  I  faw  feveral 

rare 
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rare  ones,  that  were  neither  in  Mrs. 
O'Hara's,  nor  in  Mrs.  Craf ton's  grottos 
in  Fingal^  as  I  obferved  to  thofe  ladies  (5). 
The  fhells  I  mean  are  the  following  ones. 


(5)  I  had  once  a  fweet  little  country  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  thofe  ladies,  and  ufed  to  be  oftefi  at 
their  gardens  and  grottos.  Mrs.  Crafton  had  the  fineft 
fhells,  but  her  grott  was  dull  and  regular,  and  had  no 
appearance  of  nature  in  the  formation.     She  was  a,  \ 
pious,  plain,  refined  lady,  but  had  not  a  fancy  equal  1 
to  the  operation  required  in  a  fhell-houfe. 

The  excellent,  the  polite,  the  well-bred,  the  good 
and  unfortunate  Mrs.  O'Hara,  had  a  glorious  fancy. 
She  was  a  genius,  and  had  an  imagination  that  formed 
a  grotto  wild  and  charming  as  Cafyffo's.  Her  fancy 
did  likevvife  form  the  garden  (in  which  the  grotto 
ftood,  near  the  margin  of  a  flood)  into  a  paradife  of 
delights.  Many  a  pleafing,  folitary  hour,  have  I 
pa/Ted  in  this  charming  place ;  and  all  at  laft  I  faw 
in  ruins ;  the  garden  in  diforder — and  every  fine  fhell 
tern  from  the  grotto. 

Such  are  the  changes  and  chances  of  this  fir/I  ftate; 
changes  wifely  defigned  by  providence  as  warnings  not 
to  fet  up  our  reft  here  :  that  we  may  turn  our  hearts 
from  this  world,  and  with  all  our  might  labour  for 
that  life  which  mall  never  perim. 

What  ruined  Mrs.  O* Harass  grotto  deprived  me  of 
my  little  green  and  fhady  retreat.  Charles  O^Hara, 
this  lady's  hufband,  a  ftrange  man,  from  whom  I 
rented  my  pretty  farm,  and  tow  horn  I  had  paid  a  fine 
to  lower  the  rent,  had  mortgaged  it,  unknown  to  me, 
to  the  famous  Darner,  and  that  powerful  man  fwal- 
lowed  all.  All  I  had  there  was  feized  for  arrears  of 
intereft  due  of  Mr.  O'Hara  ;  and  as  I  was  ever  liable 
to  diftraining,  1  took  my  leave  of  Fingall. 

VOL.  I.  D  i,  The 
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i.   The  fefc&umpeti  \vhicfe 

Fine  /bells.          ...  /  , 

Sea  1S  in  lts    ^"        ^ate  nme  indies 


Trumpet.  long,  an  inch  and  half  dia 
meter  at  its  mouth  or  irregu 
lar  lip,  and  the  opening  at  the  fmall  end 
about  half  an  inch.  The  fur  face  is  a  beau 
tiful  brown,  prettily  fpotted  with  white, 
and  the  pipe  has  fourteen  annular  ridges 
that  are  a  little  elevated,  and  of  a  fine  pur 
ple  colour. 

ne.  Admiral  2'  .  The    admlrd    is    Va% 

beautiful,  a  vrtuta  two  inches 
and  a  half  long,  and  an  inch  in  diameter, 
at  the  head,  from  whence  it  decreafes  to  a 
cone  with  an  obtufe  point.  The  ground 
colour  is  the  brighteli,  elegant  yellow,  finer 
than  that  of  Sienna  marble,  and  this  ground 
fo  variegated  with  the  brightefi  colours, 
that  a  little  more  than  a  third  part  of  the 
ground  is  ieen.  Broad  fafciae,  the  moft 
charmingly  varied,  furround  it,  and  the 
clavicle  is  the  moil  elegant  of  objects  in  co 
lours,  brightnefs  and  irregularities.  There 
is  a  pun6hiated  line  of  variations  that  runs 
in  the  centre  of  the  yellow  fafcia,  and  is 
wonderfully  pretty.  This  beautiful  Eaft 
Indian  fells  at  a  great  price. 


.  The 
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3  .  The  crown  imperial  is  like- 

wife  extremely  beautiful.  This     J3f;£Tf* 

-,.,-..,<  Imperial. 

voluta  is  four  inches  long,  tv/o 

in  diameter  at  the  top,  and  its  head  adorn 
ed  with  a  charming  feries  of  fine  tubercles, 
pointed  at  the  extremities.  The  ground 
is  a  clear  pale,  and  near  the  head  and  ex 
tremity  of  the  {hell,  two  very  beautiful 
zones  run  round.  They  are  of  the  bright- 
eft  yellow,  and  in  a  manner  the  moft  ele 
gant,  are  variegated  with  black  and  white 
purple.  It  is  an  Eaft  Indian. 

4.  The  Hebrew  letter,  ano-  ^ 
ther  voluta,  is  a  fine  curiofity,  jrf^f  w 
It  is  two  inches  in  length,  and 
an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter  at  the 
top.  It  is  a  regular  conic  figure,  and  its 
exerted  clavicle  has  feveral  volutions.  The 
ground  is  like  the  white  of  a  fine  pearl,  and 
the  body  all  over  variegated  with  irregular 
marks  of  black,  which  have  a  near  refem- 
blance  of  the  Hebrew  characters.  This  ele 
gant  fhell  is  an  Raft  Indian. 


5.  The  ivhite  ^ooluta^    with 
brown  and  blue   and  purple     &?* 

T^I  •  i  n     it         Point  a. 

ipots.  This  very  elegant  mell, 

whofe  ground  is  a  charming  white,  is  found 

on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  from  five  to  fix 

D  2  inches 
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inches  in  length,  and  its  diameter  at  the 
head  often  three  inches.  It  tapers  gradu 
ally,  and  at  the  extremity  is  a  large  obtufe. 
Its  variegations  in  its  fpots  are  very  beau 
tiful,  and  its  fpots  are  principally  difpofed 
in  many  circles  round  the  fhell. 

6.  The  Butterfly  is  a  voluta 
™  the  moft  elegant  of  this  beau 

tiful  genus.  Its  length  is  five 
inches  in  its  perfection,  and  twq  and  a  half 
broad  at  the  head.  The  body  is  an  obtufe 
cone  :  the  clavicle  is  pointed,  and  in  feve- 
ral  volutions.  The  ground  is  the  fined 
yellow,  and  beautified  all  over  with  fmall 
brown  fpots,  in  regular  and  round  feries. 
Thefe  variegations  are  exceeding  pretty, 
and  as  this  rare  Eaft  Indian  Ihell  has  be  fides 
thefe  beauties  three  charming  bands  round 
the  body,  which  are  formed  of  large  fpots 
of  a  deep  brown,  a  pale  brown,  and  white, 
and  refembles  the  fpots  on  the  wings  of 
butterflies,  it  is  a  beautiful  fpecies  indeed. 
The  animal  that  inhabits  this  fhell  is  a 
Umax. 

_  7»  The  tulip  cylinder  is  a  ve- 

C  kinder*         *?  ^carce  anc^  beautiful  native 

of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  in  its 

ftate  of  perfection  and  brightnefs  of  colour, 

of 
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of  great  value,  Its  form  is  cylindric,  its 
length  four  inches,  and  its  diameter  two  and 
a  half  at  its  greateft  increafe.  Its  clavicle 
has  many  volutions,  and  terminates  in  an 
'obtufe  point.  The  ground  colour  is  white, 
and  its  variegations  blue  and  brown.  They 
are  thrown  into  irregular  clouds  in  the  moft 
beautiful  manner,  and  into  fome  larger  and 
fmaller  fpots.  The  limax  inhabits  this  fine 
(hell. 

I  likewife  faw  in  this  grotto  the  fineft 
fpecies  of  the  purpura,  the  dolta,  and  the 
porcetlana.  There  was  of  the  firft  genius 
the  thorny  woodcock : — of  the  fecond,  the 
barp  jhell : — and  of  the  third,  the  argus 
'Jkell. 

8.     The  thorny  woodcock  is 
ventricofe,  and  approaches  to     ™  ™"f 
an  oval  figure.  Its  length,  full 
grown,  is  five  inches  •,  the  clavicle  fhort* 
but  in  volutions  diftin6l ;  and  its  roilrum 
from  the  mouth  twice  the  length  of  the  reft 
of  the  Ihell.     This  fnout  and  the  body  have 
four  feries  of  fpines,  generally  an  inch  and 
half  long,  pointed  at  the  ends,  and  fome- 
what  crooked.     The  fpines  lie  in  regular, 
longitudinal  feries.     The  mouth  is  almofl 
round,    but  the  opening  is  continued  in 
D  3  the 
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the  form  of  a  flit  up  the  roftrum.  The 
colour  of  this  American,  and  extremely 
elegant  fhell,  is  a  tawny  yellow,  with  a 
line  mixture  of  a  lively  brown,  and  by 
bleaching  on  the  coalts,  it  gets  many  fpots 
of  white. 

9.  The  beautiful  harp  is  a 
'/£.-  Hc.rp.         Chinefe  •,  three  inches  and  a  half 

long,  and  two  and  a  half  in 
diameter.  The  ihell  is  tumid  end  inflated, 
and  at  the  head  largeil.  It  has  an  oblong 
clavicle  in  feveral  volutions,  pointed  at  the 
.extremity,  and  the  other  extreme  is  a  iliort 
rofti-um.  The  whole  iurface  is  ornamented 
with  elevated  ribs,  that  are  about  twice  as 
thick  as  a  liraw,  and  as  diftant  from  each 
other  as  the  thicknefs  of  four  ft  raws.  The 
colour  is  a  fine  deep  brown,  variegated  with 
white  and  a  paler  brown,  in  a  manner  fur- 
prizingly  beautiful. 

10.  The  extremely  elegant 
ne  Argus.       argus  is  from  the  coaft  of  Afri 
ca,  and  is  fometimes  found  in 

the  Eaft  Indies.  Its  length,  in  a  ftate  of 
perfection,  is  four  inches  and  a  half;  its 
jdrameter  three.  It  is  oblong  and  gibbous, 
has  a  wide  mouth,  and  lips  fo  continued 
beyond  the  verge,  as  to  form  at  each  ex 
tremity  a  broad  and  fhort  beak.  The  co 
lour 
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lour  is  a  fine  pale  yellov/^  and  over  the  body 
are  three  brown  fafcias  :  but  the  whole  fur- 
face,  and  thefe  fafcise,  are  ornamented  with 
multitudes  of  the  moll  beautiful  round 
fpots,  which  refemble  eyes  in  the  wings  of 
the  fined  butterflies.  The  Umax  inhabits 
this  charming  fhell.  This  creature  is  the 
fea-fnaiL 

1 1 .  The  concha  of  Venus  was 
the    next  fhell  in  this  young 
lady's  collection  that  engaged 

my  attention.  One  of  them  was  three  in- 
.ches  long,  and  two  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
The  valves  were  convex,  and  in  longitudinal 
.direction  deeply  ihiated.  The  hinge  at 
the  prominent  end  was  large  and  beautiful 
ly  wrought,  and  the  opening  the  fhell  was 
covered  with  the  moil  elegant  wrinkled 
lips,  of  the  mod  beautiful  red  colour,  fine 
ly  intermixed  with  white  ;  thefe  lips  do  not 
unite  in  the  middle,  but  have  (lender  and 
beautiful  fpines  round  about  the  truncated 
ends  of  the  fhell.  This  Jhell  of  Venus  is  an 
American,  and  valued  by  the  collectors  at 
a  high  late. 

12.  But  of  all  the  curious 

fhells  in  this  wonderful  coilec-     %****** 

Qyfar. 

tion,    the    hammer   oyjter    was 
what  I  wondered  at  mod  j  it  is  the  in  oft 
D'4  extraor- 
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extraordinary  fhell  in  the  world.  It  refem- 
bles  a  pickax,  with  a  very  fhort  handle 
and  a  long  head.  The  body  of  the  Ihell  is 
in  the  place  of  the  handle  of  the  inftrument, 
and  is  four  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
What  anfwered  to  the  head  of  the  pickax 
was  feven  inches  long,  and  three  quarters 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  This  head  ter 
minates  at  each  end  in  a  narrow  obtufe 
point,  is  uneven  at  the  edges,  irregular  in 
its  make,  and  lies  crofswife  to  the  body :  yet 
the  Valves  fhut  in  the  clofefl  and  moft  ele 
gant  manner.  The  edges  are  deeply  fur 
rowed  and  plated,  and  the  lines  run  in  irre 
gular  directions.  The  colour  without  is  a 
fine  mixture  of  brown  and  purple ;  and  with 
in,  a  pearly  white,  with  a  tinge  of  purple. 
This  rare  Ihell  is  an  Eaft  Indian,  and  when 
ever  it  appears  at  an  auction  is  rated  very 
high.  I  have  known  ten  guineas  given  for 
a  perfect  one. 

With  a  large  quantity  of  thefe  moft  beau 
tiful  fhe  !s,  which  are  rarely  feen  in  any 
colle6Hon,  and  with  all  the  family  of  the 
peffensy  the  cardix^  the  folens^  -the  cylindri, 
the  murexes,  the  turbines^  the  buccina,  and 
every  fpecies  of  the  fineft  genera  of  fhells, 
Mifs  Noel  formed  a  grotto  that  exceeded 
every  thing  of  the  kind  I  believe  in  the 
world ;  all  I  am  fnre  that  I  have  feen,  ex 
cept 
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cept  the  late  Mrs.  Har court's  in  Richmond- 
Jhire ;  which  I  fhall  give  my  Reader  a  de- 
fcription  of,  when  I  travel  him  up  thofe 
Engliih  Alpes.  It  was  not  only,  that  Mifs 
Noel's,  happy  fancy  had  blended  all  thefe 
things  in  the  wildeft  and  moil  beautiful 
difpofition  over  the  walls  of  the  rotunda ; 
but  her  fine  genius  had  produced  a  variety 
of  grotts  within  her  grotto,  and  falling  wa 
ters  and  points  of  view.  In  one  place,  was 
the  famous  Atalanta^  and  her  delightful 
cave  :  and  in  another  part,  the  Goddefs 
and  Ulyfles's  fon  appeared  at  the  entrance 
of  that  grott,  which  under  the  appearance 
of  a  rural  plainnefs  had  every  thing  could 
charm  the  eye :  the  roof  was  ornamented 
with  mell-work  •,  the  tapeftry  was  a  tender 
vine ;  and  limpid  fountains  fweetly  purled 
round. 

But  what  above  all  the  finely 
fancied  works  in  Mifs  Noel's     An  imaze  °f 
grotto  pleafed  me,  was,  a  fi-    JSwfc 
gure  of  the  philosopher  Eptffg-    Legend. 
to,  in  the  centre  of  the  grott. 
He  fat  at  the  door  of  a  cave,  by  the  fide 
of  a  falling  water,  and  held  a  book  of  his 
philofophy  in  his  hand,  that  was  written  in 
the  manner  of  the  ancients,    that  is,   on, 
parchment  rolled  up  clofc  together.     He 
appeared  in  deep  meditation,  and  as  part 
D  5  of 
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of  the  book  had  been  unwrapped  and  gra 
dually   extended,    from    his  knee  on  the 
ground,  one  could  read  very  plain,  in  large 
Greek  characters,  about  fif:y  lines.     The 
EnglUh  of  the  leilbn  was  this. 

The   MASTER    SCIENCE. 

All  things  have  their  nature^  their  make 
and  form,  by  which  they  <?#,  and  by  which 
they  fuffer.  The  vegetable  proceeds  with 
.-perfect  infenfibility.  The  brute  pofiefles  a 
ienfe  of  what  ij  pleafurable  and  painful,  but 
•ftops  at  mere  (enf alien.  The  rational,  like 
the  brute,  has  all  the  powers  of  mew  fenfa- 
tion^  but  enjoys  a  farther  tranfcendent  fa 
tuity.  To  him  is  imparted  the  mrjicr-fdtnce 
of.  what  he  is,  where  he  is,  and  the  end 
to  which  he  Is  deflined.  He  is  directed  by 
tiie  caiun  of  reafcn  to  reverence  the  dignity 
of  his  own  "iuperior  character,  and  never 
wretchedly  degrade  him.itif  inxo  natures  to 
bim  fubordinate.  The  maft-tr  fcience  (he 
b  told)  coniifts  in  having  juft  ideas  of  plea- 
fures  and  pains,  true  notions  of  the  moments 
and  conlequt-nces  of  different  actions  and 
putfuit?,  whereby  he  may  be  able  to  mea 
sure,  direcl-  or  control; I  his  defires  or  aver- 
fions,  arid  never  Siergo  iiito  miferies.  Re- 
4ine.ni be r  this,  Arrianus..  Then  only  you 
fo.:  lile,  when  you  are  able  tu 

oppole 
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oppoie  your  appetites,  and  bravely  dare  to 
.call  your  opinions  to  account  j  when  you 
have  eflabliihed  judgment  or  reafon  as  the 
ruler  in  your  mind,  and  by  a  patience  of 
thinking,  and  a  power  of  refilling,  before 
you  choofer  can  bring  your  fancy  to  the  teil 
of  truth.     By  this  means,  furnifhed  witk 
the  knowledge  of  the  effects   and  conie- 
quences  of  actions,,  you  will  know  how  you 
ought  to  behave  in  every  cafe.     You  will 
fleer  wifely  through  the  various  rocks  and 
ihelves  of  life.     In  ftiort,  Arrianus,  the  de 
liberate  habit  is  the  proper  buiinefs  of  man  •, 
and  his  duty,  to  exert,  upon  the  firft  prS- 
per  call,  the  virtues  natural  to  his  mind  ^ 
that  piety,  that  love,  that  juilice,  that  ve 
racity,    that  gratitude,  that  benevolence  -r 
which  are  the  glory  of  human  kind.  What 
ever  is  fated  in  that  order  of  incontroulable 
events^    by   which  the  divine  power  pre- 
ferves  aad  adorns  the  whole,  meet  the  in 
cidents  with  magnanimity,  and  ca-operate 
with  chearfulnefs  in  whatever  the  fupreme 
mind  ordains. — Let  a  fortitude   be  always 
exerted  in  endurings  j  a  juflice  in  diilribu- 
tions ;  a  prudence  in  moral  offices ;  and  a 
temperance  in  your  natural  appetites   and 
purfuks, This  is  the  moil  perfect  hu 
manity..     This  do,  and  you  will  be  a  fit 
actor  in  the  general  drama;  and  the  only 
end  of  your  exiftence  is  the  due  perform 
ance  of  the  part  allotted  you.. 

D6  Sudi 
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Such  was  Mifs  ffoeTs  grotta, 


Wjtj1  h       «f  it  had  been  in 

cba-  r      T  ,      , 

my  power  to  cnoole,  I  had  ra 
ther  have  patted  in  it  the  day 
in  talking  of  the  various  fine  fubjects  it  con 
tained,  than  go  in  to  dinner-;  which  a  fer- 
vant  informed  us  was  ferving  up,  juft  as  I 
had  done  reading  the  above  recited  philofo- 
phical  leflbn.     Back  then  we  returned  to 
the  parlour,  and  there  found  the  old  Gen 
tleman.     We  fat  down  immediately  to  two 
very  good  dimes,  and  when  that  was  over, 
Mr.  Noel  and  I  drank  a  bottle  of  old  Ali- 
cant.     Though  this  Gentleman   was    up 
wards  of  eighty,  yet  years  had  not  deprived 
him  of  reafon  and  fpirit.     He  was  lively 
and  fenfible,  and  ftill  a  mod  agreeable  com 
panion.     He  talked  of  Greece  and  Rome^  as 
if  he  had  lived  there  before  the  JEra  of 
chriftianity.    The  court  of  Auguftus  he  was 
fo  far  from  being  a  ftranger-  to,  that  he  de- 
fcribed  the  principal  perfons  in  it  ;    their 
actions,  their  pleafures,  and  their  caprices,. 
as  if  he  had  been  their  contemporary.    We 
talked  of  all  thefe  great  characters.     We 
went  into  the  gallery  of  Ferres.  We  looked 
over  the  ancient  theatres.     Several  of  the 
moft  beautiful  paflages  in  the  Roman  poets 
this  fine  old  man  repeated,  and  made  very 
pleafant,  but  moral  remarks  upon  them. 

The 
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The  cry  (faid  he)  ftill  is  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Horace  - 

O  cives,  cives^  quaerenda  pecunia  primttm, 

Virtus  poft  nummos.  --- 
Unde  habeas  nemo  quaerit,  fed  oportet  habere. 
Quorum  animis,  a  prima  lanugine,  non  in- 
fedit  illud  ? 

And  what  Catullus  told  his  Lejlia^  is  k 
not  approved  to  this  day  by  the  largeft  part 
of  the  great  female  world  ? 


mea  Lejlia^  atque 
Rumorefque  Senium  Severiorum, 
Omnes  unius  aeftimemus  pjfis. 
Soles  ocdder  e  et  redire  poffunt, 
NobiS)  cum  femel  occidit  brevis  luxy 
Nox  eft  perpetua  una  dormiendo. 
Hsec  difcunt  omnes  ante  Alpha  &  Beta 
puellas. 

The  girls  all  learn  this  leffon  before  thek- 
A.  B.  C  :  And  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
poet,  it  mews  how  fadly  the  Auguftan  age, 
with  all  its  learning,  and  polite  advantages, 
was  corrupted  :  and  as  Virgil  makes  a  jeft 
of  his  own  fine  defcription  of  a  paradife  or 
the  Elyfian  fields  -,  as  is  evident  from  his 
difmifling  his  hero  out  of  the  ivory  gate  -9 
which  ihews  he  was  of  the  fchool  of  E-puu- 
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rus  •,  it  is  from  thefe  things  manifeft,  that 
we  can  never  be  thankful  .enough  for  the 
principles  and  dictates  of  revealed  religion  : 
we  can  ne/er  fufficientiy  adore  the  goodnefs 
of  the  mod  glorious  Eternal  for  the  gofpel 
of  Jefus  (Thrift:  which  opens  the  unbounded 
region,  of  eternal  day  to  the  virtuous  and 
charitable,  and  promifes  them  a  reft  from 
labour,  and  ever  blooming  joys  •,  while  it 
condemns  the  wicked  to  the  regions  of  hor 
ror  and  folid  darknefs  ;  that  dreadful  re 
gion,  from  whence  the  cries  of  milery  for 
ever  afcend,  but  can  never  reach  the  throne 
of  mercy.  —  O  heavenly  religion  !  defigned 
to  make  men  good,  and  for  ever  happy  : 
that  preferves  the  dignity  of  human  nature 
—  -  —  Guards  and  increafes  virtue  --  And 
brings  us  to  the  realms  of  perfect  reafon 
and  excellent  glory. 

But  (continued  this  fine  old  Gentleman) 
Tibullus  has  ever  pleafed  me  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  miftrefe  : 


Illam  quicquid  agit,  quoquo  vefUgia 
Qom\>vmt  furtim  fubjequiiurque  dcc^r  ; 
Seu  folvit  crines,.  fulib  decet  e(Te  capillis  -f 
Seu  compfit  comp.tis  efl  veneranda  comls. 
Urit  feu  Tyria  vo]uit  procedere  pulla  -3 
Urit  feu  nivca  Candida  vefte  venit. 
Talis  in  retern-o  felix  Vertumnus  Olympo 
Mille  hiibet  ornatus,  mille  decenter  habet. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  elegant  lines  contain  an  inimitably 
beautiful  description  of  outward  grace,  and 
its  charming  effects  upon  all  who  fee  it. 
Such  a  grace,  without  thinking  of  it,  every 
one  mould  drive  to  have,  whatever  they  are 
doing.  They  mould  make  it  habitual  to 
them.  Quinlilian  feems  to  have  had  thefe 
fine  lines  in  view,  in  his  defcription  of  out 
ward  behaviour  :  Neque  enim  geilum  com- 
poni  ad  fimilitudinem  faltationis  volo,  fed 
iubefle  aliquid,  in  hac  exercitatione  puerili, 
unde  nos  non  id  agentes,  furtiin  decor  ilk 
diicentibus  traditus  fubiequatur,  Cap.  icx 
-—I  am  not  for  having  the  mein  of  a  gen-. 
tlernan  the  fame  with  tnat  of  a  dancing  ma 
iler  ;  but  that  a  boy  \vhiie  young,  mould 
enter  upon  this  exhale,  that  it  may  com 
municate  a  fecret  gracefulnefs  to  his  manner 
ever  after. 

In  this  manner  did  the  old  gentleman  and 
1  pais  the  time,  till  the  clock,  {truck  five, 
when  Mils  Nod  came  into  the  parlour  again,, 
and  her  father  fa  id  he  mufl  retire,  to  take 
his  evening  nap,  and  would  fee  me  at  Rip 
per  ;  for  with  him  I  mull  fbay  that  night. 
Harriot^  make  tea  for  the  Gentleman.  I 
am  your  fcrvaiit,  fir;  and  he  withdrew.  To 
Harriot  then,  my  life  and-  my  bins,.  I  turn 
ed,  and  over  a  pot  of  tea  was  as  happy,  I 
am  iuue,  as  ever  with  his  Statira  lat  the 
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conqueror  of  the  world.  I  began  to  relate 
once  more  the  ftory  of  a  pafilon,  that 
was  to  form  one  day,  I  hoped,  my  fole  fe 
licity  in  this  world,  and  with  vows  and 
proteftations  affirmed,  that  I  loved  from 
my  foul.  Charming  angel,  I  faid,  the  bean- 
ties  of  your  mind  have  inlpired  me  with  a 
pafTion,  that  muft  encreafe  every  time  I  be 
hold  the  harmony  of  your  face  ;  and  by  the 
powers  divine,  I  fwear  to  love  you,  fo  long 
as  Heaven  fhall  permit  me  to  breathe  the 
vital  air.  Bid  me  then  either  live  or  die, 
and  while  I  do  live,  be  allured,  that  my  life 
will  be  devoted  to  you  only. — But  in  vain 
was  all  this  warmth.  Mifs  Noel  fat  as  un 
moved  as  Erycina  on  a  monument,  and  only 
anfwered,  with  a  fmile,  Since  your  days, 
fir,  are  in  my  difpcfal,  I  defire  you  will 
change  to  fome  other  fubjeft,  and  fome  ar 
ticle  that  is  rational  and  ufeful :  otherwife^ 
I  muft  leave  the  room. 

To  leave  me,  I  replied, 
Aferondcon*  wor.ld  be  infupportablc,  and 
*^'J5  -  therefore,  at  once  I  have  clone. 

fiuiib  Mtfs  ,r                 if                  •*  ,    i 

Noel ;  relai-  "  vou   pkafe  then,    Madam, 

ing  to  the  we  will  confider  the  Miracle  at 

Mirachat  Balel,    and  enquire  into  the 

Babel \anttth  ianguage  of  the  world  at  that 

tonfufion  of  .     o      tD  . 

tongues.  '         time.     Allowing,  as  you  have 
proved  in  our  late  converfatiorr, 

that 
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that  the  language  after  the  flood  was  quite 
another  thing  from  that  ufecl  in  Paradife, 
and  of  confequence,  that  Mofes  did  not  write 
in  that  tongue  which  Adam  and  Eve  con- 
verfed  in ;  nor  is  Hebrew  of  that  pritoroity 
which  fome  great  men  afHrm ;  yet,  if  there 
was  a  confulion  of  tongues  at  Babel?  and 
many  languages  were  fpoken  in  the  earth  in 
the  days  of  Abraham^  then,  how  did  he  and 
his  fons  converfe  fo  eafily  with  the  various 
1  nations  they  paffed  through,  and  had  occa- 
fional  connexions  with  ?  For  my  part,  I 
think  v/ith  Mr.  Hutcbinfcn,  that  the  divine 
interpofnion  at  Babel  was  for  quite  another 
end,  to  wit,  to  confound  their  ccnfeffion,  and 
caft  out  of  their  minds  the  name  or  object 
of  it,  that  a  man  might  not  liilcn  to  the  Up 
or  confeffion  of  his  neighbour,  They  were 
made  to  lofe  their  own  %>,  and  to  differ 
'about  the  words  of  their  atheiftical  con 
feffion. 

As  to  a  confufion  of  confefficns  (Mifs  Nod 
replied),  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  notion 
without  any  foundation  to  reft  on.  The 
argument  of  Hutchinfon  that  the  word  Sbep- 
hab,  the  name  for  a  ///>,  when  ufed  for  the 
voice  or  fpeecb,  is  never  once  in  the  Bible 
ufed  in  any  other  fenfe  than  for  confejj/ion,  is 
not  good ;  becau'fe  though  Sbepbab  is  often 
generally  ufed  for  religious  difcourfe,  or  con- 
fefllon  -,  yet  the  phrafes,  other  lips  and  other 

tongues^ 


, 
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tongues,  are  alib  ufed  for  other  languages,  ut 
terances,  pronunciations,  dialers.  St.  Paul 
i  Cor.  xiv.  21,  22.  applies  Sbepbah  to  &»- 
£##££  or  dialed  in  his  quotation  from  the 
prophet  If  dab,  ch.  xxviii.  ver.  u,  12.  —  • 
He  fays,  in  the  law  it  is  written,  V/itb 
*  MEN  o?  other  tongues  and  oiber  hps 
u-ill  I  fpeak  unto  tbis  people,  and  yet  for 
nil  that,  they  'will  not  bear  me  :  —  And  the 
words  of  the  prophet  are,  fpeaking  of 
Cbrift  pro  mi  fed*,  ivitb  ftammering  lips,  and 
anotber  tongue  will  I  fpeak  to  tbis  -people.  It 
is  evident  from  this,  that  the  Hebrew  word 
Sbepbab  here  fignifies  tongues  or  languages, 
and  not  confejfions  or  difcourfe  :  So  the  apof- 
tk  applies  it,  and  explains  the  prophet  :  and 
by  ftammering  lips,  Tfaiah  means  the  uncouth 
pronunciations  of  barbarous  dialers,  or  lan^ 
guages  of  the  nations,  which  muft  produce 
in  ftrangers  to  them  ridiculous  lips  or  mouths; 
and  in  this  he  refers  undoubtedly  to  the 
ftammering  and  ftrange  founds,  at  the  Babel 
confufwn  •,  when  God,  by  a  miracle  and  vi- 
fi.ble  exhibition,  diflorted  their  organs  of 
fpeech,  and  gave  them  a  trembling  hefitation>. 
and  precipitancy,  as  to  vocal  and  other  pow 
ers  :  In  fhort,  the  miraculous  gift  of  tongues 
would  in  fome  meafure  affect  the  faints,  in 
refpecl  of  pronunciation,  as  the  miracle  of 


The  ••uwdfr  men  of  ars  not  in  the  Greek. 

Babel 
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Batel  did  the  people  of  that  place  (6).  Nor 
is  this  the  only  place  infcripturc  where  Shcp- 
bph,  ///,  fignifies  language*  -pronunciation, 
and  dialers  -,  and  where  there  is  reference  to 
the  confufan  cf  tongues  at  Babel:  Ifaiab 
fpeaking  of  the  privileges  of  the  godly, 
fays, — Then  Jbak  not  fee  a  fierce  people^  of  a 
deeper  Jpsecb  than  tbou  car.fi  perceive,  (cf  a 


(6)  To  this  flajpttmering  or  uncouth  pronunciation 
of  barbarous  dialects  the  prophet  Ez.ekid  refers,  xxxvi. 
3.  Ye  are  made  io  ccmc.  upcx  the  lip  of  the  tongues  :  that 
i-S  Yc  arc  become  a  by-wcrd  even  in  the  htutt?  en  gab 
ble,  among  the  Icblln?  Krjtinns  where  ye  are  in  capti- 
. — The  author  of  Letfc*-  atui  Spirit  fays,  the  worj 
ouSi  ufcd  in  fo  many  ipnguawi  (witli  only  their 
reipedtive  different  determinations)!'*)!  perfons  Qljlrange 
QV  foreign  tongues,  is  a  monument  of  the  great  confu- 
Jtcn  at  Babel  j  this  word  being  a  corruption  of  the  re 
duplicate  Ckaldee  word  Balbel,  by  changing  the  1  in 
each  place  into  r. — Some  fay,  the  word  in  the  other 
languages,  is  derived  from  the  Arabic  Barbary  to 

murmur  like  fome  beaft, • — Scaliger  defines  it,  Pro- 

nunciatio  vitiofa  &  infuavis,  literafque  male  expri- 
mens,  blseforum  balborumque  more  :  which  was  hit 
ting  upon  the  truth  as  to  part  of  the  original  manner 
of  the  confujton.  Indeed  Bl&fus  and  Balbus^  in  Latin, 
are  both  derived,  in  like  manner,  from  Balt  and 
Balk  el. — The  Weljh  has  preferved  a  noble  word  for 
this  barbarifm  of  confitfcd  language  in  their  compound 
ed  term  Baldwridd;  which  is  a  plain  compound  of 
the  Hebrew  Bal,  and  Dakar ;  without  any  other  de- 
fle&ion  from  the  original  Hebrew,  than  that  of  chang 
ing  the  b  in  the  latter  member  of  the  word  (Dalar) 
into  the  Welch  <zv,  a  letter  of  the  fame  organ.  More 
over 
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deeper  Up  than  thou  canft  hear^  Heb.)  of  a 
ftammmng  or  ridiculous  tongue^  that  thou 
canft  not  underftand.  This  is  enough  in 
anfwer  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  his  fautors, 
in  refpecl:  to  what  they  fay  on  the  confufion 
at  Babel  This  proves  that  the  word  Sbepbabj 
\ip,  figniftes  language ',  utterance^  dialeti,  as 
well  as  ccnfejfiony  or  difcourfe :  and  therefore 
Mofes^  in  his  account  of  the  miracle  at  Ba 
be/,  might  have  meant -a  confufion  of  lan 
guages.  That  he  did  mean  this,  is  plain  not 
only  from  a  tradition  gone  out  into  all  the 
earth,  which  is  a  matter  of  greater  regard 


over  from  their  faid  Baldwridd,  and  Das,  we  again 
derive  oar  B  alder  dajh ;  which  therefore  fignifies 
ilrictly — A  heap  of  confufed,  or  barbarous  words,  like 
thofe  ofthegawk  of  dialetts,  originally  gendered  at 
BabeL  See  Lettered  Spirit  (ch.  n.)  by  Mr.  Hol- 
loway,  a  Hutcbinfoniap.  It  is  very  remarkable,  chat 
this  learned  gentleman  fays,  he  had  been  lone*  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon's  mind,  as  to  a  confufeon  of  confffjicns,  and 
not  of  tongues ;  but  on  weighing  the  mar.:er,  ij  now 
of  another  opinion  :  p.  115:  Therefore,  Hutchinfon 
not  infallible  :  out  for  once  :  and,  as  Dr.  Sharp  well 
obierves,  this  may  be  an  e^rneft  of  deferting  Hutcbin- 
fin  in  other  point?  of  his  new  hypotheifisT  See  Dr. 
Sharp's  two  difcourfes  on  the  Hebrew  tongue  and 
chara&er  againil  Mr.  Hclloway. — His  two  difcourfes 
on  Elohim,  and  defence. — And  his  three  .difcourfes 

on  Cherubim. The  Hutchinfonians  lay  the  ftrefs 

of  their  hypothecs  on  the  Biblical  Hebrew  being  the 
language  of  Adam  in  Paradife :  And  if  this  be  taken 
from  them,  they  are  left  in  a  poor  way. 

than 
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than  Mr.  Hutcbinforfs  fancy ;  but  becaufe 
the  f acred  oracles  allude  to  this  event.  Be- 
fides  St.  Paul  afore-mentioned,  the  royal 
prophet  in  pfaim  Iv.  ver.  9.  refers  to  the 
means  of  the  divijion  of  to;-:gues,  and  de 
nounces  a  curfe  in  terms^  taken  from  that 
inflidted  at  Babel.  Swallow  up,  0  Lord^  ami 
divide  their  tongues.  This  ieems  to  ddcribe 

the  manner  of  that  confufion ; that  the 

fubftance  of  the  cne  language  was  funk  or 
fwallowed  up  in  a  vail  chaos  of  univerfal 
babble  \  and  that  out  of  that  jargon,  it  was 
again  (by  another  act)  divided  or  broken 
into  many  particular  difibnant  dialetls^  or 
tongues. 

All  this  (I  faid)  is  very  juft,  and  gives 
me  delight  and  fatisf action.  I  am  now 
convinced,  not  only  that  Hebrew  was  not 
the  language  of  Paradife^  or  that  Adam  did 
not  fpeak  the  tongue  the  old  world  v.fed  im 
mediately  before  the  confufion  at  Eabel ;  but 
like  wife,  that  the  divijion  there  was  a  divi- 
f.on  and  confufion  of  the  one  language  then 
ipoken  •,  and  not  a  confufion  of  confeffions^  as 
Mr.  Hutchinfcn  affirms.  Inform  me,  how 
ever,  if  you  pleafe,  what  you  mean  by  that 
tradition  you  mentioned,  which  declared  the 
miracle  of  Babel  was-  a  confufion  of  lan 
guages* 

The 
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The  Jc<ws  tradition  (replied  Mifs  Noel) 
is  preserved  in  their  Targum,  and  tells  us, 
that  the  whole  earth  after  the  flood  was  of 
one  fpcecb,  or  fort  of  words ,  and  when  at 
their  firft  remove  from  Ararat,  they  came  to 
Sbinar,  they  confulted  to  build  them  a  dtyy 
and  a  fewer  for  an  houfe  of  adoration,  whole 
bead  might  reach  to,  or  be  towards  the  Hea 
vens  ^  and  to  place  an  imcge  of  the  Jo  oft  of 
Heaven,  for  an  objedt  of  worjhip,  on  the  top- 
of  it;  and  to  put  &  fword  in  his  hand,  that 
he  might  make  war  for  them  againft  the  di 
vine  armies,  to  prevent  their  difperjion  over 
the  whole  earth.  Whereupon  the  word  of  the 
Lord  was  revealed  from  Heaven,  to  execute 
vengeance  upon  them,  and  the  Lord  cor 
rupted  their  tongue,  broke  their  fpeech  into 
feventy  languages,  and  fcattered  them  over 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  No  one  knew 
what  his  fellow  faid  -,  and  they  flew  one  an 
other,  and  ceafed  from  building  the  city. 
Therefore  he  called  the  name  of  it  Babel  ; 
becaufe  there  the  Lord  mingled  together  the 
tongues  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  other. 
This  you  read  in  the  'Targum,  that  was  writ 
ten  before  the  days  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the< 
Jews  affirm :  or,  if  not  ib  early,  yet  it  is  a 
very  ancient  book,  and  the  do  SI  or  who  com- 
pofed  it  muft  certainly  know  the  meaning  of 
the  word  Sbepbah  better  than  Mr.  Hutcbin- 
fon.  It  appears  upon  the  whole,  that  the 

argumenc 
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argument  of  this  famous  modern  is  without 
foundation. 

It  is  indeed  (I  anfwered) :  But  then  I  am 
not  able  to  conceive  how  Abraham  and  his 
fons  converfed  with  fo  many  nations — or 
how  the  Hebrew  that  Mofes  writ  in  was  pre- 
ferved.  Illuminate  me  in  thefe  things,  //- 
luftricus  Harriot i  and  from  your  fine  vnder- 
flanding  let  me  have  the  honour  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  receiving  true  Hebrew  lefibns.  • 
Proceed,  I  befeech  you,  and  flop  not  till 
you  have  expounded  to  my  understanding 
the  true  nature  of  Cherubim  ?  What  do 
you  think  of  Mr.  Hut  chin  fen's  Rub  and 
Rubbim,  and  of  his  notions  of  Ezekiel's  cbe- 
rubic  form  ? 

To  talk  of  CberubJm  and  Elobim  (refum- 
ed  Mifs  Noel),  and  lay  all  that  ought  to  be 
faid,  (to  fpeak  to  any  purpofe)  of  the  tbrce 
beads  and  four  vifages,  the  butt,  the  man,  the 
lion,  and  the  eagle,  mentioned  in  the  pro 
phet,  requires  more  knowledge  in  He 
brew  learning  than  I  pretend  to  be  miftrefs 
of,  and  muft  take  up  more  time  than  there 
is  now  to  fparc.  I  may  hereafter,  however, 
if  you  fhould  chance  to  come  again  to  our 
houfe,  let  you  know  my  fancies  upon  thefe 
grand  fubjecls,  and  why  I  cannot  accord 
with  Mr.  Hi4tchinfon  and  my  father,  in  their 

norion 
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notion  of  the  Cherubim**  fignifying  the  unity 
of  the  eflence,  the  diftin<5tion  of  the  peribns, 
and  man's  being  taken  into  the  eflence  by 
his  perfonal  union  with  the  fecond  perfon, 
whofe  conftant  emblem  was  the  lion.  This 
I  confefs  appears  to  my  plain  underftanding 
very  miferable  y?#^".  I  can  fee  no  text  ei 
ther  in  the  Old  Teftament,  or  in  the  New, 
for  a  plurality  of  Beings,  co-ordinate  and 
independent.  The  f acred  pages  declare  there 
is  One  original  f  erf  eft  mind.  The  Lord  fit  all 
be  King  over  all  the  earth.  In  that  day  there 
Jhall  be  ONE  LORD,  and  his  name  ONE  -,  fays 
the  prophet  Zechariah,  fpeaking  of  the  pro 
digious  revolution  in  the  Gentile  world 
whence  in  proceis  of  time,  by  the  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrifti  the  worfhip  of  One  true  God 
(hall  prevail  all  over  the  earth,  as  univerfally 
as  Polytheifm  had  done  before. — This  I  dare 
not  obferve  to  my  father,  as  he  is  an  ad 
mirer  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon^  and  will  not  bear 
any  contradiction  j  but  my  private  judg 
ment  is,  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  on  the  Cheru 
bim  and  Elohim^  or  Eloim^  is  a  mad  com 
mentator,  as  I  may  (how  you,  if  we  ever 
happen  to  meet  again. 

At  prefent,  all  I  can  do  more  on  the  ffe^ 
brew  fubje6t,  is  to  obferve,  that,  in  refpecl: 
of  the  prefervation  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  I 
imagine  the  one  prevailing  language  before 

the 
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the  miracle  at  Babel,  (which  one  language 
was  afterwards  called  Hebrew)  tho'  divided 
and  fwallowed  as  it  were  at  the  Tower, 
was  kept  without  change  in  the  line  of  Sbem, 
and  continued  their  tongue.  This  cannot 
be  difputed,  I  believe.  I  likewife  imagine, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  Hebrew  conti 
nued  the  vernacular  tongue  of  the  old  Cana- 
anites.  It  is  otherwife  unaccountable  how 
the  Hebrew  was  found  to  be  the  language  of 
the  Canaanites,  when  the  family  of  Abraham 
came  among  them  again,  after  an  abfence 
of  more  than  200  years.  If  they  had  had 
another  tongue  at  the  confufion,  was  it  pof- 
fible  for  Abraham,  during  his  temporary  fo- 
journments  among  them,  and  in  the  necef- 
fities  of  his  peregrination,  to  perfuade  fo 
many  tribes  to  -quit  their  dialeft,  and  learn 
his  language ; — or,  if  his  influence  had  been 
fo  amazing,  can  it  be  iuppofed  they  would 
not  return  again  to  their  old  language,  after 
he  had  left  them,  and  his  family  was  away 
from  them  more  than  200  years  ?  No,  Sir. 
We  cannot  juftly  fuppofe  fuch  a  thing.  The 
language -of  the  old  Canaanites  could  not  be 
a  different  one  from  the  Hebrew.  If  you 
will  look  into  Bochart  (7),  you  will  find  this 


(7)  The  great  Samuel  Bocbart  was  born  at  Rouen  in 
1599,  and  died  fuddenly  in  the  academy  at  Caen* 
Monday  the  1 6th  of  May,  1667,  aged  68.  He  was 

VOL.  I.  'fi  tfce 
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was  his  opinion.  That  great  man  fays,  the 
Ante-Babel  language  efcaped  the  confufion 
two  ways,  viz.  by  the  Canaanites,  through 
God's  providence,  preferving  it  in  their  co 
lonies  for  the  future  ufe  of  the  Hebrews,  who 
were  to  poflefs  the  land  •,  and  by  the  pa 
triarch  Heber^  as  a  facred  defflfituw  for  the 
tife  of  his  poilerity,  and  of  Abraham  in  par 
ticular. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  Phenician  or 
Canaaniti/h  tongue,  being  the  fame  language 
that  the  line  of  Heber  fpoke,  with  this  only 
difference,  that  by  the  latter  it  was  retained 
in  greater  purity,  being  in  the  mouths  of  a 
few,  and  tranfmitted  by  inflruclion  ;  it  fol 
lows,  that  Abraham  and  his  fons  could  talk 
with  all  thefe  tribes  and  communities and 


the  minifter  of  the  reformed  church  in  that  town.— 
His  principal  works  are  his  Phaleg  and  Canaan ; 
works  that  mew  an  amazing  erudition,  and  ought  to 
be  well  read  by  every  gentleman.  You  mould  like- 
wiie  have  his  Hierozoicon,  or  hiftory  of  the  animals 
mentioned  in  the  facred  books.  It  is  a  good  fupple- 
cicnt  to  his  fcripture  geography.  His  fermons  and 
dnTertadons  are  alfo  very  valuable.  Brieux  writ  the 
following  fine  epitaph  on  him  : 

Scilicet  hxc  cuique  eft  data  fors  aequiffima,  talis 
Ut  fit  mors,  qualis  vita  pera&a  rait. 

Mufarum  in  gremio  teneris  qui  vixit  ab  annis. 
Mufarum  in  gremio  debuit  ille  mori. 

as 
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as  to  the  other  nations  he  had  communica 
tion  with,  he  might  eafily  converfe  with 
them,  as  he  was  a  Syrian  by  birth,  and  to  be 
fure  could  talk  the  Aramitijh  dialect  as  well 
as  Lab  an  his  brother.  The  Aramitijh  was 
the  cuflomaiy  language  of  the  line  of 
Sbem.  It  was  their  vulgar  tongue.  The 
language  of  the  old  ivorld^  that  was  fpoken 
immediately  before  the  confufion,  and  was 
called  Hebrew  from  Heber^  they  refer ved  for 
facred  ufes. 

Here  Mifs  Noel  ended,  and  my  amaze 
ment  was  fo  great,  and  my  pafTion  had  rifen 
fo  high  for  fuch  uncommon  female  intelli 
gence,  that  I  could  not  help  (hatching  this 
beauty  to  my  arms,  and  without  thinking 
of  what  I  did,  imprefled  on  her  balmy  mouth 
half  a  dozen  kiiTes.  This  was  wrong,  and 
gave  very  great  offence  :  but  me  was  too 
good  to  be  implacable  ;  and  on  my  begging 
her  pardon,}  and  protefting  it  was  not  a 
willing  rudenefs,  but  the  magic  of  her  glo 
rious  eyes,  and  the  bright  powers  of  her 
mind,  that  had  tranfported  me  befide  myfelf, 
'(lie  was  reconciled,  and  afked  me,  if  I 
would  play  a  game  of  cards  ?  With  delight 
I  replied,  and  immediately  a  pack  was 
brought  in.  We  fat  down  to  cribbage,  and 
had  played  a  few  games,  when  by  accident 
Mifs  Noel  faw  the  head  of  my  gerrnan  flute, 
E  2  which 
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which  I  always  brought  out  with  me  in  my 
walks,  and  carried  in  a  long  pocket  within 
fide  my  coat.  You  play,  Sir,  I  fuppofe,  on 
that  inftrument,  this  lady  faid  ^  and  as  of 
all  forts  of  mufic  this  pleafes  me  moft,  I  re- 
queft  you  will  oblige  me  with  any  thing  you 
pleafe.  In  a  moment,  I  anfwered,  and  tak 
ing  from  my  pocket-book  the  following 
lines,  I  reached  them  to  her,  and  told  her 
I  had  the  day  before  fet  them  to  one  of 
Lulli's  airs,  and  inftantly  began  to  breathe 
the  fofteft  harmony  I  could  make 

A    SONG. 
I. 

A    Lmighty  Love's  refiftlefs  rage, 
jf"\_  No  force  can  quell,  no  art  afiwage  : 
While  wit  and  beauty  both  confpire, 
To  kindle  in  my  breaft  the  fire  : 
The  matchlefs  fhape,  the  charming  grace, 
The  eafy  air,  and  blooming  face, 
Each  charm  that  does  in  Flavla  fhine, 
To  keep  my  captive  heart  combine. 

II. 

I  feel,  I  feel  the  raging  fire  ! 
And  my  foul  burns  w.th  fierce  defire  ! 
Thy  freedom,  Reafon^  I  difown, 
And  beauty's  pleafing  chains  put  on  ; 
No  art  can  fet  the  captive  free, 
Who  fcorns  his  offer 'd  liberty  ; 

Nor 
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Nor  is  confinement  any  pain, 

To  him  who  hugs  his  pleafing  chain. 

III. 

Bright  Venus  !  offspring  of  the  Tea  ! 
Thy  fovereign  dictates  I  obey ; 
I  own  fubmifs  thy  mighty  reign, 
And  feel  thy  power  in  every  vein  : 
I  feel  thy  influence  all-confeft, 
J  feel  thee  triumph  in  my  breaft  ! 
JTis  there  is  fix'd  thy  facred  court, 
'Tis  there  thy  Cupids  gaily  fport. 

IV. 

•Come,  my  Boy>  the  altar  place, 
Add  the  blooming  garland's  grace ; 
Gently  pour  the  facred  wine, 
Hear  me,  Venus  !  power  divine  ! 
Grant  the  only  boon  I  crave, 
Hear  me,  Venus  !  hear  thy  flave  ! 
Blefs  my  fond  foul  with  beauty's  charms, 
And  give  me  Flauia  to  my  arms  (8). 


(8)  As  this  fong  is  a  mort  imitation  of  the  19:!! 
Ode  of  the  firft  book  of  Horace)  his  worth  your  while, 
Reader,  to  fee  how  Mr.  Francis  has  done  the  \\hole. 
I  will  here  let  down  a  few  lines : 

-Urit  me  Glycerw  nitor 

Splendentis  pario  marmore  purius: 
Urit  grata  protervitas, 

Et  vultus  nimium  lubricus  afpici. 

Which  lines  are  imitated  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the  abore 
f:>ng,  and  a  part  of  the  fecond  ;  rnd  the  ingenious  Mr. 

Francis  renders  them  in  the  following  manner 

E  3  Again 
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Juft  as  I  was  finifhing  this  piece  of  mu- 
fic,  old  Mr.  Noel  came  into  the  parlour,  in 


Again  for  Glycera  I  burn, 

And  all  my  long  forgotten  flames  return. 

As  Parian  marble  pure  and  bright, 

The  mining  maid  my  bofom  warms  ; 
Ker  face  too  dazling  for  the  fight, 

Her  fweet  coquetting — how  it  charms ! 

In  me  tota  ruens  Venus 
Cyprum  deferuit— 

Of  which  the  third  verfe  of  the  fong  is  an  imitation  :— 
Mr.  Francis  tranflates  in  the  following  manner — — - 

Whole  Venus  rulhing  through  my  veins, 
No  longer  in  her  favourite  Cyprus  reigns* 


And- 


Hic  vivum  mini  cefpitem,  hie 
Verbenas,  pueri,  ponite  thuraque 

Bimi  cum  patera  meri  : 

Ma&ata  veniet  Junior  hofda  : 

Which  lines  are  imitated  in  the  fourth  verfe  of  the 
{bng — Mr.  Francis  tran Hates  as  follows-" 

Here  let  the  living  altar  rife, 

Adorn 'd  with  every  herb  and  flower  : 

Here  flame  the  incenfe  to  the  Ikies, 
And  pureft  wines  libation  pour ; 

Due  honours  to  the  Goddefs  paid, 

Soft  finks  to  willing  love  the  yielding  maid. 

You  fee  in  this  the  difference  between  a  translation  and 
an  imitation. 

his 
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his  wonted  good-humour,  and  feemed  very 
greatly  pleafed  with  me  and  my  inftrument. 
He  told  me,  I  was  the  young  man  he  wanted 
to  be  acquainted  with,  and  that  if  it  was  no 
detriment  to  me,  I  mould-  not  leave  him 
this  month  to  come.  Come,  Sir,  (continued 
this  fine  old  gentleman)  let  me  hear  an 
other  piece  of  your  mufic vocal  or  in- 

ftrumental — as  you  will,  for  I  fuppofe  you 
fmg  as  well  as  you  play.  Both  you  m-all 
have,  Sir,  (I  replied),  to  the  bell  of  my 
abilities,  and  by  way  of  change,  I  will  give 
you  firil  a  fong  called  the  Solitude. 

A    S  O  N  G    called  the    SOLITUDE. 

I. 

YE  lofty  mountains,  whofe  eternal  fnows, 
Like  Atlas,  feem  to  prop  the  diftant  fkies; 
While  fhelter'd  by  your  h'gh  and  ample  brows, 

All  nature's  beauties  feaft  my  ravifh'd  eyes : 
And  far  beneath  me  o'er  the  diftant  plain 
The    thunders    break,    and    rattling  tempeflrs 


II. 

Here,  when  Aurora  with  her  chearful  beam 
And  rofy  blufhes  marks  appro  ichin^-  day, 

Oft  do  I  walk  along  the  purling  ft  ream. 

And  fee  the  bleating  flocks  around  me  {tray : 

E4  The 
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The  woods,  the  rocks,  each  charm  that 

my  fight, 
Fills  my  whole  breaft  with  innocent  delight. 

in. 

Here  gaily  dancing  on  the  flow'ry  ground 

The  c hear ful  JbepJ&rdt  join  their  flute  and 

voice  j 
While  through  the  groves  the  woodland  fongs 

refound, 
And  fill  the  untroubled  mind  with  peaceful 

joys. 

Mufic  and  love  infpire  the  vocal  plain, 
Alone  the  turtle  tunes  her  plaintive  ftrain. 

IV. 

Here  the  green  turf  invites  my  weaned  head 
On  nature's  1  p,  to  undifturb'd  repofe  ; 

Here  gently  laid  to  reft — each  care  is  fled  ; 
Peace  and  content  my  happy  eye-lids  clofe* 

Ye  golden  flattering  dreams  of  flate  adieu  ! 

As  bright  my  fl umbers  are,  more  foft  than  you. 

v. 

Here  free  from  all  the  tempefts  of  the  Great, 
Craft  and  ambition  can  deceive  no  more  ! 

Beneath  thefe  fhades  I  find  a  bleft  retreat, 

From  Envy?,  rage  fecure,  and  Fortune's  pow'r  : 

Here  call  the  aclions  of  paft  ages  o'er, 

Or  truth's  immortal  fource  alone  explore. 


Here 
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Here  far  from  all  the  bufy  world's  alarms, 
I  prove  in  peace  the  Mufe's  facred  leifure  : 

No  cares  within,  no  diftant  found  of  arms, 
Break  my  repofe,  or  interrupt  my  pleafure* 

Fortune  -and  Fame  !   deceitful  forms  !   adieu  ! 

The  world's  a  trifle  far  beneath  my  view. 

This  fong  delighted  the  old  gentleman  to 
a  great  degree.  He  told  me,  he  was  chaim- 
ed  with  it,  not  only  for  the  fine  mufic  I 
made  of  it,  but  the  morality  of  it,  an- 1  111 
me  fo  much,  that  I  was  mod  heart! iy 
come  to  make  his  folitary  retreat  my  ho 
as  often  and  as  long  as  I  pleafed.     Ant 
deed  I  did  fo,  and  continued  to  behave  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  in  two  months 
gained  fo  entirely  his  affections,  ai: .!  ;". 
tally  the  heart  of  his  admirable 
that  I  might  have  her  in  wedlock 
pleafecl,  after  the  expiration  of 
year,  which  was  the  young  lady's  req- 
and  be  fecured  of  his  eftate  at  his  de.< 
befides  a  large  fortune  to  be  immediately 
paid  down  ;  and  this,  thoy  my  fathei 
refufe  to  fettle  any  thing  on  me,  ( 
Noel)  my  wife.  This  was  generous  and  charm 
ing  as  my  heart  could  deiire.     I   tho-.v 
myfelf  the  happieft  of  mea.      ELver) 
J  went  to  Eden  Park ,  one  time  or  other, 
to   fee  my  dear  Mils  j\fo/,  •  an4  . 

E  5  ~ 
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refpecls  to  her  worthy  father.  We  were 
while  I  flayed  a  moft  happy  family,  and 
enjoyed  fuoh  fatisfa&ions  as  few  I  believe 
have  experienced  in  this  tempeftuous  hemif- 
phere.  Mr.  Noel  was  pafTionately  fond  of 
his  daughter,  and  he  could  not  regard  me 
more  if  I  had  been  his  own  fon.  I  loved 
my  Harriot  with  a  fondnefs  beyond  defcrip- 
tion,  and  that  glorious  girl  had  all  the  ef- 
teem  I  could  wim  fhe  had  for  me.  Our 
mutual  felicity  could  rife  no  higher  till  we 
gave  our  hands,  as  we  had  already  plighted 
our  hearts. 

This  world  is  a  feries  of  vifionary  fcenes, 
and  contains  fo  little  folid,  lading  felicity,  as 
I  have  found  it,  that  I  cannot  call  life  more 
than  a  deception ;  and,  as  Swift  fays  it,  He 
is  the  happieft  man,  who  is  bed  deceived. 
When  I  thought  myfelf  within  a  fortnight 
of  being  married  to  Mifs  Noel,  and  thereby 
made  as  completely  happy  in  every  refpecl 
as  it  was  poffible  for  a  mortal  man  to  be,  the 
fmall-pox  ftept  in,  and  in  feven  days  time 
reduced  the  fineft  human  frame  in  the  uni- 
verfe  to  the  moft  hideous  and  offenfive  block. 
The  moft  amiable  of  human  creatures  mor 
tified  all  over,  and  became  a  fpectacle  the 
moft  hideous  and  unbearable. — This  broke 
her  father's  heart  in  a  month's  time,  and  the 

paradife 
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paradife  I  had  in  view,  funk  into  everlafling 
night. 

My  heart,  upon  this  fad  acci 
dent,   bled  and  mourned  to  an     &P  J?oe1'' 

character. 

extreme  degree.  All  the  ten 
der  paffions  were  up  in  my  foul,  and  with- 
great  difficulty  could  I  keep  my  ruffled  fpi- 
rits  in  tolerable  deccrum.  I  loft  what  I  va,-  ' 
lued  more  than  my  life — more  than  repeated 
millions  of  worlds,  if  it  had  been  poffible  to 
get  them  in  exchange.  This  engaged,  be 
loved  partner,  was  an  honour  to  her  fexy 
and  an  ornament  to  human  kind.  She  was 
one  of  the  wifeft  and  moil  agreeable  of  wo 
men  ;  and  her  life  quite  glorious  for  piety  to 
God,  companion  to  the  necefTitous  and 
miferable,  benevolence  and  good- will  to  all, 
with  every  other  grace  and  virtue.  Thefe 
Ihined  with  a  bright  luftre  in  her  whole  de 
portment,  and  rendered  her  beloved,  and 
the  delight  of  all  that  knew  her.  Senle  and 
genius  were  in  her  united,  and  by  fludy,  re 
flexion,  and  application,  fhe  improved  the 
talents,  in  the  happieft  manner.  She  had  ac 
quired  a  fuperiority  in  thinking,  fpeaking, 
writing,  and  acting,  and  in  manners,  her 
behaviour,  her  language,  her  defign,  her 
underftanding,  was  inexpreflibly  charming. 
Mils  Noel  died  in  the  24th  year  of  her 
age,  the  29th  of  December,  in  the  year 
1724. 

E  6  This 
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This   difmal  occurrence  fat 
A  reflection       powerfully  on  my  Joints  for 

en  the  death         5  J  +    A 

o/Mi/sNoel.  i°me  time*  and  tor  near  two 
months,  I  fcarcely  fpoke  a 
word  to  any  one.  I  was  filent,  but  not  ful- 
len.  As  my  tears  and  lamentations  could 
not  fave  her,  fo  I  knew  they  could  not  fetch 
her  back  again.  Death  and  the  grave  have 
neither  eyes  nor  ears.  The  thing  to  be 
done  upon  fo  melancholy  an  occafion,  is 
to  adore  the  Lord  of  infinite  wifdom,  as  he 
has  a  right  to  ftrike  our  comforts  dead,  and 
fo  improve  the  awful  event,  by  labouring 
to  render  our  whole  temper  and  deportment 
Ohriftian  and  divine,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  live,  while  we  do  live,  fuperior  to  the 
flrokes  of  fortune,  and  the  calamities  of  hu 
man  life;  and  when  God  bids  us  die,  (in  what 
ever  manner,  and  at  whatever  time  it  may 
be)  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  die,  and  fo  go 
enter  into  your  mailer's  joy.  This  is  wif 
dom.  This  good  we  may  extract  from  fuch 
doleful  things.  This  was  the  effect  my 
dear  Mifs  Noel's  death  had  on  me,  and  when 
I  faw  myfelf  deprived  of  fo  invaluable  a 
thing  in  this  world,  I  determined  to  double 
my  diligence  in  fo  acting  my  part  in  ir,  that 
whenever  I  was  to  pals  through  the  laft  ex 
tremity  of  nature,  I  might  be  difmifled  with 
a  blefling  to  another  world,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  fublime  excellencies  of  our  holy  reli 
gion, 
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gion,  proceed  to  the  abodes  of  immortality 
and  immutable  felicity. 

I  wifh  I  could  perfuade  yon,  reader,  to 
refolve  in  the  fame  manner.  If  you  are 
young,  and  have  not  yet  experienced  life, 
believe  me  ail  is  vanity,  difappointment, 
wearinefs,  and  diflatisfa&ion,  and  in  the 
midft  of  troubles  and  uncertainties,  we  are 
haftening  on  to  an  unknown  world,  from 
whence  we  mail  never  return  again.  Whe 
ther  our  dhTolution  be  near,  we  know  not  •, 
but  this  is  certain,  that  death,  that  univerfal 
conqueror,  is  making  after  us  apace,  to  feize 
us  as  his  captives  •,  and  therefore,  tbt?  a  man 
live  many  years,  and  rejoice  in  them  all,  (which 
is  the  cafe  of  veiy  few),  yet  let  him  remember 
the  days  of  darknefs. 

And  when  death  does  come,  our  lot  may 
be  the  moil  racking  pains  and  diftempers, 
to  fatten  us  down  to  our  fick  beds,  till  we 
refign  our  ipirits  to  fome  ilrange  region,  our 
breath  to  the  common  air,  and  our  bodies 
to  the  duft  from  whence  they  are  taken. 
Difmal  fituation  !  If'  in  the  days  of  our 
health,  we  did  not  make  our  happinefs  and 
moral  worth  correfpond — did  not  labour,  in 
the  time  of  our  ftrength,  to  efcape  from 
wrong  opinion  and  bad  habit,  and  to  render 
our  minds  fmcere  and  incorrupt  -,  if  we  did 

not 
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not  worfhip  and  love  the  fupr erne  mind,  and 
adore  his  divine  adminiftration,  and  all  the 
fecrets  of  his  providence.  If  this  was  not 
our  cafe,  before  corruption  begins  to  lay 
hold  of  us,  deplorable  mnft  we  be,  when 
torments  come  upon  us,  and  we  have  only 
hopelefs  wi  flies  that  we  had  been  wifer,  as 
we  defcend  in  agonies  to  our  folitary  retreat ; 
to  proceed  from  thence  to  judgment.  Lan 
guage  cannot  paint  the  horrors  of  fuch  a 
condition.  The  anguifh  of  mind,  and  the 
torture  of  body,  are  a  icene  of  mifery  be 
yond  defcription. 

•  Or  if  without  torment,  we  lie  down  in 
filence,  and  fink  into  the  land  of  forgetful- 
nefs,  yet  fince  the  Lord  Jefus  is  to  raiie  us 
from  the  regions  of  darknefs,  and  bring  us 
to  the  feflions  of  righteoufnefs,  where  all  our 
actions  are  to  be  ftiictly  tried  and  examined, 
and  every  one  mall  be  judged  according  to 
the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whether  they 
have  been  good  or  evil  •,  what  can  fcreen  us 
from  the  wrath  of  that  mighty  power,  which 
is  to  break  off  the  fbrong  fetters  of  death, 
and  to  throw  open  the  iron  gates  of  the 
grave,  if  injuftice,  cruelty,  and  oppreflion, 
have  been  our  practice  in  this  world  •,  or  if, 
in  the  neglect  of  the  diftrefled  and  hungry, 
we  have  given  up  ourfelves  to  chambering 
and  wantonnefs,  to  gluttony  and  voluptu- 

oufnefs  ? 
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oufnefs  ?  It  is  virtue  and  obedience,  atts  of 
gocdnefs  and  mercy,  that  only  can  deliver  us. 
If  we  worfhip  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  the  moft 
glorious  of  immortal  Beings,  that  God  who  is 
omnipotent  in  wifdom  and  action,  and  perform 
all  the  offices  of  love  and  friendJJoip  to  every 
man,  then  our  Lord  will  pronounce  us  the 
Ueffed  of  bis  Father.  If  we  do  evil,  we  {hall 
come  forth  unto  the  refurreftion  of  damnation. 
— This  merits  your  attention,  reader,  and 
I  hope  you  will  immediately  begin  to  pon 
der,  what  it  is  to  have  a  place  afligned  in 
inconceivable  happinefs  or  mifery  for  ever. 

14.  Having  thus  loft  Mifs 
Noel,  and  my  good  old  friend,     Left  the  uni- 
her  worthy  father,  I  left  the     ™rjity,and 

r  i  j  'went  dtnvn 

univerfity,  and  went  down  to  toj-ee  my^ 

the  country,    after  five  years  tber  in  the 

and  three  months  abfence,  to  country,  and 

fee  how  things  were  pofited  at  badr  a  ™rl 

,  ,    D  f     r\  mijerable  re- 

home,  and  pay  my  reipects  to     Ception. 
my  father  •,  but  I  found  them 
very  little  to  my  liking,  and  in  a  fhort  time, 
returned  to  Dublin  again.     He  had  lately 
married  in  his  old  age  a  young  wife,  who  was 
one  of  the  moft  artful,  falfe,  and  infolent 
of  women,  and  to  gratify  her  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  had  not  only  brought  her  ne 
phew  into  his  houfe,  but  was  ridiculoufly 
fond  of  him,  and  lavifhly  gratified  all  his 

defires. 
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defires.  Whatever  this  little  brute  (the  fon  of 
a  drunken  beggar,  who  had  been  a  journey 
man  glover)  was  plealed,  in  wantonneis,  to 
call  for,  and  that  his  years,  then  fixteen,  could 
require,  my  father's  fortune  in  an  inflant 
produced :    while  fcarcely  one  of  my  ra 
tional  demands  could  be  anfwered.  Money, 
clothes,  fervants,  horfes,  dogs,  and  all  things 
he  could  fancy,  were  given  him  in  abun 
dance  ;  and  to  pleafe  the  bafeft  of  women, 
and  the  moft  cruel  ftep-mother  that  ever  the 
Devil  infpired  to  make  the  fon  of  another 
woman   miferable,    I    was    denied    almofl 
every  thing.     The  fine  allowance  I  had  at 
the  Univerfity  was  taken  from  me.     Even 
a  horfe  to  ride  out  to  the  neighbouring  gen 
tlemen,  was  refufed  me,  tho'  my  father  had 
three  frables  of  extraordinary  cattle  ;  anc} 
till  I  purchafed  one,  was  forced  to  walk  it, 
wherever  I  had  a  mind  to  vifit.     What  is 
ftill  more  incredible  (if  any  thing  of  feverity 
can  be  fo,  when  a  mother-in-law  is  fove- 
reign)  I  was  not  allowed  to  keep  my  horfe 
even  at  grafs  on  the  land,  tho'  five  hundred 
acres  of  freehold  eflate  furrounded  the  man- 
fion,  but  Obliged  to  graze  it  at  a  neigh 
bouring  farmer's.    Nor  was  this  all  the  hard 
meafure  I  received.     I  was  ordered  by  my 
father    to  become  the  young  man's    pre 
ceptor  ;  to  fpend  my  precious  time  in  teach 
ing  this  youngfter,    and  in  labouring   to 

make 


JOHN    BUNGLE,     Es<^    89 

make  the  little  defpicable  dunce  a  fcholar. 
All  this  was  more  than  I  could  bear.  My 
life  became  infupportable,  and  I  refolved 
to  range  even  the  wilds  of  Africa^  if  nothing 
better  offered,  rather  than  live  a  miferable 
llave  under  the  cruel  tyranny  of  thofe  un 
relenting  oppreflbrs. 

My  father,  however,  by  the  way,  was  as 
fine  a  gentleman  as  ever  lived,  a  man  of  ex 
traordinary  understanding,  and  a  fcholar; 
likewife  remarkably  juft  and  good  to  all  the 
world,  except  myfelf,  after  I  left  the  Uni- 
verfity  :  and  to  do  him  all  the  juftice  in  my 
power,  and  vindicate  him  fo  far  as  I  am 
able,  I  mufl:  not  conceal,  that  great  as  the 
afcendant  was,  which  my  mother-in-law  had 
over  him,  and  as  much  as  he  was  hen-peck 
ed  by  that  low  woman,  who  had  been  his 
fervant  maid,  yet  it  was  not  to  her  only 
that  my  iufferings  were  owing.  Religion 
had  a  hand  in  my  mifery.  Falfe  religion 
was  the  fpring  of  that  paternal  refent merit  I 
fuffered  under. 

15.  It  was   my  father's   wont  to  have 
prayers  read  every  night  and  morning  in  his 
family,  and  the  office  was  the 
litany  of  the  common-prayer     4  religious 

vi  T\  •  i  aiipute  ivith 

book.      This    work,    on    my       '^,r. 
coming  home,  was  transferred 

from 
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from  my  filler  to  me,  and  for  about  one 
week  I  performed  to  the  old  gentleman's 
fatisf action,  as  my  voice  was  good,  and  my 
reading  diftincl;  and  clear ;  but  this  office 
was  far  from  being  grateful  to  n:e,  as  I  was 
become  a  ftric~t  Unitarian,  by  the  leflbns  I 
had  received  from  my  private  tutor  in  col 
lege,  and  my  own  examinations  of  the  vul 
gar  faith.  It  went  againft  my  conicience  to 
ufe  the  tritheiftic  form  of  prayer,  and  be 
came  at  lail  fo  uneafy  to  me,  that  I  altered 
the  prayers  the  firft  Sunday  morning,  and 
made  them  more  agreeable  to  fcripture  as  I 
conceived.  My  father  at  this  was  very 
highly  enraged,  and  his  palfoon  arofe  to  fo 
great  a  height,  upon  my  defending  my  con- 
fefllon,  and  refufing  to  read  the  eftablifhed 
form,  that  he  called  me  the  moft  impious 
and  execrable  of  wretches,  and  with  violence 
drove  me  from  his  prefence.  Soon  after 
however  he  fent  me  Lord  Nottingham**  Let- 
ter  to  Mr.  Wkifton,  and  defired  I  would 
come  to  him  when  I  had  carefully  read  it 
over.  J  did  ib,  and  he  afked  me  what  I 
thought  of  the  book.  I  anfwered,  that  I 
thought  it  a  weak  piece,  and  if  he  would 
hear  me  with  patience,  in  relation  to  that 
in  particular,  and  to  the  cafe  in  general, 
perhaps  he  might  think  my  religion  a  lit 
tle  better  than  at  prefent  he  fuppofed  it  to 
be.  I  will  hear  you,  he  laid  :  proceed. — 

Then 
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Then  I  immediately  began,  and  for  a  full 
hour  repeated  an  apology  I  had  prepared  (9). 
He  did  not  interrupt  me  once,  and  when  I 
had  done,  all  he  replied  was,  I  fee  you  are  to 
be  placed  among  the  incurables.  Be  gone, 
he  laid,  with  Item  difdain  •,  and  I  refolved 
to  obey.  Indeed  it  was  impofTible  for  me 
to  flay,  for  my  father  took  no  farther  no 
tice  of  me,  and  my  mother-in-law  and  the 
boy,  did  all  they  could  invent  to  render  my 
life  miierable. 


1  5.  On  the  firfl  day  of  May 
then,  early  in  the  morning,  as 
the  clock  {truck  one,  I  mount-  tbe 


(9)  The  Reader  will  find  this  apology  in  the  ap 
pendix  to  this  life.  By  fcripture  and  argument,  with 
out  any  regard  to  the  notions  of  the  fathers,  I  there 
endeavour  to  prove,  that  God  the  Father,  the  begin 
ning  and  caufe  of  all  things,  is  One  Being,  infinite  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  his  infinity  is  an  infinity  of  ful- 
nefs  as  veil  as  immenjlty ;  and  muft  be  not  only  with 
out  limits,  but  alfo  without  di-verjity,  defeft,  or  in 
terruption  :  and  of  confequence,  his  Unity  fo  true  and 
real,  that  it  will  admit  of  no  di-uerfity  or  dtftinttion  of 
perfons : — that  as  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  he  was 
the  fer-vant  chofen  of  this  tremendous  God,  to  re 
deem  mankind  ;  but  his  holy  foul  fo  far  in  perfection 
above  Adam  or  any  of  his  pofterity,  and  fo  much  a 
greater  mare  in  the  in-dwelling  of  the  divine  life  and 
nature  than  any  other  c  eature,  that  he  might,  com 
pared  to  us,  with  a  juft  figure  of  fpeech,  be  called 
God. 

ed 
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ed  my  excellent  mare,  and  with  my  boy5 
O'Jb'm,  began  to  journey  as  I  had  proje&ed, 
on  feeing  how  things  went.  I  did  not  com 
municate  my  defigns  to  a  foul,  nor  take  my 
leave  of  any  one  j  but  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
adventure,  abandon  my  father's  dwelling, 
and  fet  out  to  try  what  fortune  would  pro 
duce  in  my  favour.  I  had  the  world  before 
me,  and  Providence  my  guide.  As  to  my 
fubftance,  it  confiiled  of  a  purfe  of  gold, 
that  contained  fifty  Spanijh  pifholes,  and  half 
a  fcore  moidores  •,  and  I  had  one  bank  note 
for  five  hundred  pounds,  which  my  dear 
Mifs  Noel  left  me  by  her  will,  the  morning 
(lie  fickened  ;  and  it  was  all  fhe  had  of  her 
own  to  leave  to  any  one.  With  this  I  fet 
forward,  and  in  five  days  time  arrived  from 
the  weftern  extremity  of  Ireland^  at  a  village 
called  Rings-end^  that  lies  on  the  bay  of 
Dublin.  Three  days  I  reflect  there,  and  at 
the  Conniving-hcufe  (10),  and  then  got  my 


(10)  The  Ccnniving-houfs,  (?.s  the  gentlemen  of 
trinity  called  it  in  my  time,  and  long  after)  was  a 
little  public-houfe,  kept  by  John  Macklean,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  Rings-end,  on  the  top  of  the1 
beach,  within  a  few  yards  or  the  ica.  Here  we  ufed 
to  have  the  nneft  nih  at  all  times ;  and  in  the  feafon, 
green  peas,  and  all  the  mole  excellent  vegetables. 
The  ale  here  was  always  extraordinary,  and  every 
thing  the  bell;  which,  with  its  delightful  fituation, 
rendered  it  a  charming  place  of  a  fuminer's  evening. 

Many 
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horfes  on  board  a  fhip  that  was  ready  to  fail, 
and  bound  for  the  land  I  was  born  in,  I 

mean  Old  England. 

1 6.  The  wind,  in  the  after-  My  departure 

noon,  feemecl  good  and  fair,  from  King's- 

and  we  were  in  hopes  of  getting  end>  «»^ 

to  Cbefter  the  next  day :  but  ™]>***>"PP**- 

.  /  .    ,  n         -  f-         *a  ^  Jea* 

at  midnight,  a  tempelt  arole, 
which  held  in  all  the  horrors  of  hurricane, 
thunder  and  lightening,  for  two  nights  and 
a  day,  and  left  us  no  hope  of  efcape.  It 
was  a  dregful  icene  indeed,  and  looked  s  if 
the  lait  fatal  afTault  was  making  en  the 
globe.  As  we  had  many  paflengers..  their 
cries  were  terrible,  and  affecied  me  more 
thm  the  {laming  fires  and  the  winds.  For 
my  part,  I  was  well  reconciled  to  .the  great 


Many  a  happy  evening  have  I  pai'fcd  ia   this  pretty 

thatched  houfe  with  the  famous  Lzrrey  Grogan,  who 

pla\  ed  on  die  bag-pipes  extremely  well ;  dear  Jack 

L      ';?,  matclilefs  on  the  fid. lie,  ai:d  the  moil  sgreea- 

?        f  companions;  that  ever  charming  young  fellow, 

Wcill\  the  molt  worthy,  the  moit  ingenious,  ths 

of  men,  the  ion  of  CounfelJor  Maurics 

,-   and  many  other  delightful  fellows ;  who  went 

in  the  days  of  their  youth  to  the  fhades  of  eternity. 

n  I  think  of  them  and  their  evening  fongs — IFe 

so  to  Johnny  Macklean's — tc  try  if  his  ale  be  good 

j>r  net,  &c.  and  that  years  and  iniirmities  begin  to 

What  is  life ! 

change, 
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change,  but  I  confefs  that  nature  flirunk 
at  the  frightful  manner  of  my  going  off, 
which  I  expecled  every  moment  the  fecond 
night.  At  laft  however  we  got  into  Wbite- 
haven.  It  pleafed  the  great  King  of  all  the 
earth  to  bid  the  ftorm,  Have  dene. 

Four   remarkable  things   I 

/>tfwil  noticed  while  the  temped  laft- 
ky.  ed.  One  was  that  the  Dean 

of  Derry^  Dr.  Whaley,  whom 
we  had  on  board,  (who  had  nineteen  hun 
dred  a  year  from  the  church,  for  teaching 
the  people  to  be  Chriftians)  was  vaftly  more 
afraid  than  one  young  lady  of  the  company, 
who  appeared  quite  ferene.  The  Dean, 
tho'  a  fine  Orator  at  land,  was  ridiculous 
in  his  fears  at  fea.  He  icreamed  as  loud 
as  any  of  the  people :  But  this  young 
lady  behaved,  like  an  angel  in  a  ftorm.  She 
was  calm  and  refigned,  and  fat  with  the 
mate  and  me,  the  fecond  night,  difcourfing 
of  the  divine  power,  and  the  laws  of  na 
ture,  in  fuch  uproars.  By  the  way,  nei 
ther  mate,  nor  mailer,  nor  hand,  could  keep 
the  deck.  The  fhip  was  left  to  the  mercy 
of  the  winds  and  waves. 

The  fecond  remarkable  tiling 

Mifs  JV/el-^  is> tnat  as  this  young  lady  went 
moth.  into  naked  bed  in  her  cabbin, 

the 
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the  firft  night,  before  the  temped  began  to 
ilir,  it  was  not  many  hours  till  a!  Tea  {truck 
us  upon  the  quarter,  and  drove  in  one  of 
our  quarter,  and  one  of  our  ilern  dead 
lights,  where  we  {hipped  great  quantities 
of  water,  that  put  us  under  great  appre- 
henfions  of  foundering,  and  filled  fo  iud- 
denly  the  clofe  wooden  bed  in  which  Mifs 
Melmoth  lay,  that  had  not  I  chanced  to  be 
then  leaning  a^ainft  the  partition,  and 
{hatched  her  out,  the  moment  I  found  my- 
felf  all  over  wet,  and  half  covered  with  the 
breaking  fea,  (he  mud  inevitably  have  pe- 
rifhed.  I  ran  up  on  deck  with  her  in  my 
arms,  and  laid  her  almoft  fenfelefs  and  nak 
ed  there  :  and  as  there  was  no  flaying  many 
minutes  in  that  place,  I  threw  my  great 
coat  over  her,  and  then  brought  her  down 
to  my  own  birth,  which  I  gave  her,  and 
got  her  dry  cloaths  from  her  trunk,  and 
made  her  drink  a  large  glafs  of  brandy, 
which  faved  her  life.  She  got  no  cold, 
which  I  thought  very  ftrange,  but  was  hurt 
a  little  in  the  remove.  When  all  was  over, 
me  proteded  {he  would  never  go  into  naked 
bed,  on  board  fhip,  again. 

The  third  particular  is,  that 
there   were   fome   officers    on  cafe  of 

board,  mod  mondroufly  wick- 
ed  men,  and  when  we  were  gi 
ven  over  by  the  captain,  and  no  hope  he 

thought 
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thought  of  being  faved,  thefe  warriors  la 
mented  like  young  children,  and  were  the 
mod  difmal,  difturbing  howlers  on  board  : 
yet,  when  we  got  to  land,  they  had  done 
with  O  Lord)  O  Lord,  and  began  again 
their  obfcene  talk,  and  to  damn  themlelves 
at  every  word  to  the  center  of  hell. 

The  fourth  thing  was  this. 
ne  cafes  of      ^^^  was  on  board  with  us  a 

G  avan  and  ,  r 

Henley.  }7°l]ng   gentleman  of  my  ac 

quaintance,  one  Pierce  Gavan, 
who  had  been  a  fellow-commoner  in  my 
time  of  Trinity,  Dublin.  The  firfl  day  of 
the  ftorm,  he  was  carried  over-board  by  a 
rolling  fea,  and  fairly  lodged  in  the  ocean, 
at  above  twenty  yards  diilance  from  the 
fhip  -,  but  the  next  tumbling  billow  brought 
him  back  again.  He  was  laid  on  the  deck 
without  any  hurt.  On  the  contrary,  one 
Charles  Henley,  a  young  merchant,  was  beat 
over,  and  we  never  faw  him  more. 


Henley,  was  not  only  a  man 

character. 


Henley's  fejlfe  and  prudencej  who  had 


an  honeft  mind,  and  a  culti 
vated  underftanding,  but  by  fearch  and  en 
quiries  into  the  doclrines,  inftitutions  and 
motives  of  revealed  religion,  had  the  high- 
eft  regards  for  the  truths  of  genuine 
Chriftianity,  and  chofe  the  beft  means  in 

his 
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his  power  to  make  himfelf  acceptable  to 
God. 

Gay  an,    on    the    contrary, 
had  no  fenfe  of  religion,    nor     *&&*$** 

Tii  i-i        f  °i  rafter, 

did  he  ever  think  of  the  power 
and  goodnefs  of  God.  He  was  a  moil  pro 
fane  fwearer,  drank  excefilvely,  and  had  the 
Heart  to  debauch  every  pretty  woman  he 
faw,  if  it  had  been  poffible  for  him  to  do  fa 
much.mifchief. — Yet  this  man,  who  never 
reformed  that  I  heard,  and  whofe  impieties 
have  fliocked  even  young  fellows  who  were 
no  faints,  was  aflonifhingly  preferved ;  and 
Henley,  who  had  the  jufteft  natural  notions, 
and  liftened  to  Revelation,  perifhed  mifera- 
bly  ?  How  fhall  we  account  for  fuch  things  ? 
By  faying,  that  the  world  that  now  is,  and 
the  world  that  is  to  come,  are  in  the  hands 
of  God,  and  every  tranfaclion  in  them  is 
quite  right,  tho'  the  reafon  of  the  procedure 
may  be  beyond  our  view.  We  cannot  judge 
certainly  of  the  ends  and  purpofes  of  Pro 
vidence,  and  therefore  to  pafs  judgment  oa 
the  ways  of  God,  is  not  only  impious,  but 
ridiculous  to  the  jaft  degree.  This  we  know 
for  certain,  that  whenever,  or  however,  a 
good  man 'falls,  he  falls  into  the  hand  of 
God,  and  fince  we  muft  all  die,  the  differ 
ence  as  to  time  and  manner,  fignifies  very 
little,  when  there  is  an  infinite  wifdom  to 
VOL,  I,  F  diftinguifh 
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diftinguifli  every  cafe,  and  an  infinite  good- 
nefs  to  compenfate  all  our  miferies.  This  is 
enough  for  a  chriftian.  Happy  is  the  man, 
and  for  ever  fafe,  let  what  will  happen,  who 
acts  a  rational  part,  and  has  the  fear  and 
love  of  God  in  his  thoughts.  With  plea- 
Hire  he  looks  into  all  the  fcenes  of  futurity. 
When  ftorms  and  earthquakes  threaten  ca 
lamity,  diftrefs,  and  death,  he  maintains  an 
inward  peace, 

17.  When  we  had  obtain- 
ed  'he  ™foed  for  fhore,  the 
divide  into  paflengers  all  divided.  The 
Jewral  com-  Dean  and  his  lady,  and  fome 
fames,  May  otn€r  ladies,  went  one  way, 
to  an  inn  recommended  to  them 
by  a  gentleman  on  board  ;  the  warriors  and 
Gavan  marched  to  another  houie  ;  and  the 
young  lady  whofe  life  was  by  me  preferred, 
and  I,  went  to  the  Talbot,  which  the  mate 
'informed  me  had  the  befl  things  and  lodg 
ing,  though  the  fmalleft  inn  in  the  town. 
This  mate,  Mr.  H^bitwell^  deferves  to  be 
particularly  mentioned,  as  he  was  remark 
able  for  good  breeding,  good  fenfe,  and  a 
confiderable  (hare  of  learning,  tho'  a  failor ; 
as  remarkable  this  way,  as  the  captain  of 
the  fhip  was  the  other  way,  that  is,  for  be 
ing  the  rougheft  and  moil  brutal  old  tar 
that  ever  commanded  a  veflel. 

1 8.  Whitwell 
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1 8.  Wbitwelltht  mate,  about 
th:rty-fix  years  of  age  at  this  Thefiory  cf 
time,  told  me,  he  was  the  fon  Whitwell, 
of  a  man  who  once  had  a  great  %  £££*£ 
fortune,  and  gave  him  a  imi  •  and  Jenkins, 
verfity  education,  but  left  an 
eftate  fo  encumbered  with  debts,  and  ruia* 
ed  with  mortgages,  that  its  income  was  al- 
inofl  nothing,  and  therefore  the  fon  fold 
the  remains  of  it,  and  went  to  fea  with  an 
Eaft-India  captain,  in  the  22cl  year  of  his 
age,  and  was  fo  fortunate  abroad,  that  he 
not  only  acquired  riches,  in  four  years  time 
that  he  trafficked  about,  between  Batavia 
and  the  gulph  of  Perfia,  but  married  a 
young  Indian  lady,  (the  daughter  of  a  Ra 
jah,  or  petty  Prince  in  the  Mogul  Empire) 
who  was  rich,  wife  and  beautiful,  and  made 
his  life  fo  very  happy,  for  three  years  that 
jfhe  lived,  that  his  {late  was  a  mere  Paradife, 
and  he  feemed  a  little  fovereign.  But  this 
fleeting  fcene  was  foon  over,  and  on  his  re 
turn  to  England  with  all  his  wealth,  their 
flrip  was  taken  by  the  pirates  of  Madagafcar? 
who  robbed  him  of  all  he  had,  and  made 
him  a  miferable  flave  for  two  years  and  up 
wards.  That  he  efcaped  from  them  to  the 
tawny  generation  of  Arabs,  who  lived  on 
the  mountains,  the  other  fide  of  this  African 
iiland,  and  ufed  him  with  great  humanity ; 
their  chief  being  very  fond  of  him,  and  en- 
F  2  tertaining 
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tertaining  him  in  his  mud-wall-palace :  he 
married  there  a  pretty  little  yellow  creature, 
niece  to  the  poor  ruler,  and  for  twelve 
months  was  very  far  from  being  mifcrable 
with  his  partner,  as  they  had  a  hanclfome 
cottage  and  fome  cattle,  and  his  wife  was 
good-humour  itfelf,  very  fenfible,  and  a  re 
ligious  woman  •,  her  religion  being  half  Ma- 
hornetanlirn  and  half  Judaifm.  But  fhe  di~d 
at  the  year's  end,  and  her  uncle,  the  Chief, 
not  living  a  month  after  her,  Wbitwell  came 
down  from  the  mountains  to  the  next  lea 
coaft  under  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  Ara 
bians^  his  friend,  and  meeting  with  an  Eu 
ropean  ihip  there,  got  at  laft  to  London.  A 
little  money  he  had  left  behind  him  in  Eng 
land,  by  way  of  referve,  in  cafe  of  accidents, 
if  he  ever  fhould  return  to  his  own  country, 
and  with  this  he  drefl  hlmfelf,  got  into  bu- 
fmefs,  and  came  at  lafb  to  be  mate  of  the 
Skinner  and  Jenkins.  His  deftiny,  he  added,- 
was  untoward  •,  but  as  he  had  thought,  and 
read,  and  feen  enorgh  in  his  wide  travels, 
to  be  convinced,  the  world,  and  every  be 
ing,  and  every  atom  of  it,  were  directed  and 
governed  by  unerring  wifclom,  he  derived 
hopes  and  comforts  from  a  due  acknow 
ledgment  of  God.  There  are  more  born 
to  mifery  than  happinefs,  in  this  life ;  but 
all  may  die  to  be  for  ever  glorious  and 
foleffed,  if  they  pleafe. — This  conclufion 

was 
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was  jufl  and  beautiful,  and  a  life  and  ienti- 
ments  fo  uncommon  I  thought  deferved  a 
memorial. 

19.  Mils  Melmotb  and  I  con 
tinued  at  the  Talbot  for  three     f '  ™™™>* 

,  i  •  j      •  i  •  Jems  of  life.. 

weeks,  and  during  that  timer 
breakfafted,  dined,  and  iupped  together.. 
Except  the  hours  of  fleep,  we  were  rarely 
from  each  other.  We  walked  cut  together 
every  day,  for  hours  converfed,  fome times 
went  to  cards,  and  often  me  fung,  delight 
fully  fung,  while  on  my  flute  I  played. 
With  the  greater!:  civility,  and  the  moft 
exact  good  manners,  we  were  as  intimate  as 
if  we  had  been  acquainted  for  ages,  and  we 
found  a  fatisfaction  in  each  others  company, 
as  great  as  lovers  generally  experience  :  yet 
not  fo  much  as  one  fyllable  of  the  pafTion 
was  mentioned  :  not  the  lead  hint  of  love 
oh  either  fide  was  given,  while  we  flayed 
at  Wbhebaven  -,  and  I  believe  neither  of  us 
had  a  thought  of  it.  It  was  a  fricndfhip  the 
moil  pure  and  exalted,  that  commenced  at. 
rny  faving  her  life,  in  the  manner  I  have 
related,  and  by  fome  ftrange  kind  of  magic, 
our  notions  and  inclinations,  tempers  and 
fentiments,  had  acquired  fuch  a  famenefs  in 
a  few  days,  that  we  feemed  as  two  fpiritual 
Socias,  or  duplicates  of  each  others  mind. 
Bcdy  was  quite  out  of  the  cafe,  tho'  this 
F  3  lady 
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lady  had  an  extravagance  of  beauty.  My 
fole  delight  was  that  fine  percepient,  which 
fhed  a  luftre  on  her  outward  charms. 
How  long  this  flate  would  have  lafted,  had 
we  continued  more  time  together,  and  had 
the  image  of  the  late  Mifs  Noel  been  more 
effaced,  or  worn  out  of  the  fenfory  of  my 
head,  I  cannot  fay ;  but  while  it  did  lad, 
there  could  be  nothing  more  ftrange.  To 
fee  two  young  people  of  different  iexes,  in 
the  higheft  fpirits  and  molt  confirmed  health, 
live  together  for  twenty-one  days,  perfectly 
pleafed  with  each  other,  intirely  at  their  own 
difpofal,  and  as  to  fortune,  having  abun 
dantly  enough  between  them  both  for  a 
comfortable  life ;  and  yet  never  utter  one 
word,  nor  give  a  look,  that  could  be  con- 
fiTued  a  declaration  of  the  paflion,  or  a 
tendency  towards  a  more  intimate  union  •, — 
to  compleat  that  connexion  which  nature 
and  providence  requires  of  beings  circum- 
ilanced  as  we  were ; — this  was  very  odd. 
Till  the  clock  ftruck  twelve  every  night  we 
fat  up,  and  talked  of  a  vail  variety  of  things, 
from  the  Bible  down  to  the  Clouds  of  Arif- 
tophanes^  and  from  the  comedies  and  trage 
dies  of  Greece  and  Rome,  to  the  Minerva  of 
San&ittS)  and  Hickes's  northern  fhefaurus. 
Inftead  of  Venus  or  any  of  her  court,  our 
converfation  would  often  be  on  the  morals 
$f  Cicero^  his  academics,  and  de  finibus  \ 

on 
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on  the  Englijh  or  the  Roman  hiftory  •,  Sbake- 
fpeare's  fcenes  of  nature,  or  maps  of  life  j 
whether  the  Oedipus^  or  the  El&ftra  of  So- 
f  bodes  was  the  beft  tragedy  ;  and  the  fcenes 
in  which  Plautus  and  Terence  moft  excelled. 
Like  two  critics,  or  two  grammarians,  an 
tiquarians,  hiltorians,  or  philosophers,  would 
we  pafs  the  evening  with  the  greatefl  chear- 
fulnefs  and  delight* 

Mi-fs  Melmotb  had  a  memory 
aftonilhing,  and  talked  on  every     Mlf\  ,MeJ- 

r  i  •    n.  i  11         r-i          moth  s  cba- 

iubjecr  extremely  well,  She  ra&€r% 
remembered  all  fhe  had  read. 
Her  judgment  was  ftrong,  and  her  reflec 
tions  ever  good.  She  told  me  her  mother 
was  another  Mrs.  Dacier,  and  as  her  father- 
was  killed  in  a  duel,  when  fhe  was  very 
young,  the  widow  Melmcth,  in  (lead  of  go 
ing  into  the  world,  continued  to  live  at  her 
country-feat,  and  diverted  herfelf  with  teach 
ing  her  daughter  the  languages  of  Greece 
and  Rome^  and  in  educating  her  heart  anl 
mind.  This  made  this  young  lady  a  mafter 
of  the  Latin  tongue  and  Greek^  and  enabled 
her  to  acquire  a  knowledge  fo  various  and 
fine,  that  it  was  furprizing  to  hear  her  expa 
tiate  and  explain.  She  talked  with  fo  much 
eale  and  good-humour,  and  had  a  manner 
fo  chearful  and  polite,  that  her  difcourfe 
was  always  entertaining,  even  though  the 
F  4  fubjesSfc 
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fubject  happened  to  be,  as  it  was  one  even 
ing,  the  paulo  pofb  futurum  of  a  Greek  verb. 
Thefe  things  however  were  not  the  only  ad 
mirable  ones  in  this  character.  So  happily- 
had  her  good  mother  formed  and  inftructed 
her  mind,  that  it  appeared  full  of  all  the 
principles  of  rational  honour,  and  devoted 
to  that  truly  God- like  religion,  which  exalts 
the  foul  to  an  affection  rather  than  dread  of 
the  fupreme  Lord  of  all  things,  and  to  a 
.conviction  that  his  laws  lead  us  both  to  hap- 
pinefs  here  and  hereafter.  She  thoroughly 
underilood  the  ufe  and  excellence  of  Revela 
tion,  and  had  extracted  from  the  infpired 
volumes  everlafting  comfort  and  fecurity 
under  the  apprehenfions  of  the  divine  Power 
and  Majefty :  but  me  told  me,  fhe  could 
not  think  rites  and  outward  performances 
were  efiential  to  real  religion.  She  confi- 
dered  what  was  juft  and  beautiful  in  thefe 
things  as  ufeful  and  aflifting  only  to  the 
devout  mind. — In  a  word,  this  young  lady 
was  wife  and  good,  humble  and  charitable. 
I  have  feen  but  one  of  her  fex  fuperior  to 
her,  in  the  powers  of  mind,  and  the  beau 
ties  of  body  :  that  was  Mifs  Noel  Very 
few  have  I  known  that  were  equal. 

20.    The   2d  day  of  June 
MM  Mel-          Mifi  Mdmo£b  and  j  kft  fpjftj. 

mo  in  and  i         ,  ,  ,    ,      ~ 

and    proceeded   from 
thence 
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thence  to  Wemoreland.     We 

* 


travelled  for  five  days  together,     2,  1*2. 


till  we  came  to  Erugh  under 
Staimnore^  where  we  flayed  a  night  at  Law&'s,  , 
fa  hoiife  I  recommend  to  the  reader,  if  ever 
he  goes,  that  way),  and  the  next  morning  we 
parted.  Mifs  Mrfmotb  and  her  fervants  went 
right  onwards  to  Torkfoire,  and  I  turned  to- 
the  left,  to  look  for  one  Mr.  Charles  Turner  •, 
who    had    been    my    near    friend    in    the 
Univerfity,  and  lived  in  fome  part  of  the 
north-earl  extremity   of  Weftmoreland,    or 
forkjhire.     But  before  we  feparated  on  the 
edge  of  Staimnore,  we  flopped  at  the  Bell 
to  breakfaft,  which  is  a  little  lone  houfe  on 
a  deiccnt  to  a  vaft  romantic  glin,  and  all 
the  public-houfes  there  is  in  this  wild,  filent 
road   till   you  come  to   Jack  Railton,  the 
Quaker's  houfe  at  Bows.     We  had  a  pot  of 
coitce,  and  toad  and  butter  for  breakfaft, 
and,  as  ufual,  we  were  very  chearful  over 
it  ;  but  when  we  had  done,  and  it  was  time 
to  depart,  a  melancholy,  like  a  black   and 
difmal  cloud,  began  to  overfpread  the  charm 
ing  face  of  Charlotte^  and  after  fome  filence,  , 
the  tears  burft  from  her  eyes.     What  is  the 
matter,  Mils  Melmotb,  I  (aid  —  what  makes. 
this  amazing  change  ?    I.  will  tell  you,  Sir, 
this  beauty  replied  :  To  you  I  owe  my  life, 
and  for  three  weeks  pail  have  lived  with 
you  in  fo  very  happy  a  way,  that  die  end 
F  5  of 
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of  fuch  a  fcene,  and  the  probability  of  my 
never  feeing  you  more,  is  too  much  for 
me.  Mifs  Melmoth^  (1  anfwered)  you  do 
me  more  honour  than  I  deferve  in  fhedding 
tears  for  me,  and  fince  you  can  think  me 
worth  feeing  again,  I  promife  you  upon  my 
facred  word,  that  as  foon  as  I  have  found 
a  beloved  friend  of  mine  I  am  going  up  the 
hills  to  look  for,  and  have  paid  my  refpects 
to  him  for  a  while,  if  he  is  to  be  found  in 
this  defolate  part  of  the  world,  I  will  travel 
with  my  face  in  the  next  place,  if  it  be 
poffible,  towards  the  cad-riding  of  Tork- 
jkire,  and  be  at  Mrs.  AJgil's  door,  where 
you  fay  you  are  to  be  found.  This  reftored 
the  glories  to  Charlotte's  face  again,  and  for 
the  rirft  time,  I  gave  Mifs  Melmotb  a  kifs* 
and  bid  her  adieu. 

21.  Having  thus  loft  my 
4 journey  charming  companion,  I  tra- 
********  veiled  into  a  vaft  valley,  en- 

bills )   in  that         i    r  j  i  •  \     r 

fart c/Stain-  cloled  by  mountains  whole  tops, 
more  which  were  above  the  clouds,  and 
belongs  to  foon  came  into  a  country  that 

JSRSk      is  wilder  than  the  Campagna  of 

Ju»e  8.  Rcme^  or  the  uncultivated  vales 

of  the  Alps  and  Apennines^ 
Warm  with  a  claffical  enthnfiafm>  I  jour 
neyed  on,  and  with  fancy's  eye  beheld  the 
rural  divinities^  in  thofe  facred  woods  and 

grovesy 
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groves,  which  fhade  the  fides  of  many 
of  the  vaft  furrounding  fells,  and  the  mores, 
and  promontories  of  many  lovely  lakes  and 
bright  running  ftreams*  For  feveral  hours. 
I  travelled  over  mountains  tremendous  to, 
behold,  and  through  vales  the  fineft  in  the 
world.  Not  a  man  or  houfe  could. I  fee  in 
eight  hours  time,  but  towards  five  in  the 
afternoon,  there  appeared  at  the  foot  of  a. 
hill  a  fweetly  fhuated  cottage,  that  was  half 
covered  with  trees,  and  flood  by  the  fide  oF 
a  large  falling  flream  :  a  vale  extended  to 
the  fouth  from  the  door,  that  was  termi 
nated  with  rocks  and  precipices  on  preci 
pices,  in  an  amazing  point  of  view,  and 
through  the  flowery  ground  the  water  was 
beautifully  feen,  as  it  winded  to  a  deeper 
flood  at  the  bottom  of  the  vale.  Half  a 
dozen  cows  were  grazing  in  view :  and  a 
few  flocks  of  feeding  fheep  added  to  the 
beauties  of  the  fcene.. 

To  this  houfe  I  fent  my  boy,  to  enquire. 

who  lived  there,  and  to  know,  if  for  the 

night  I  could  be  entertained,  as  I  knew  non 

where  elfe  to  go.     O'Fin  very  quickly  ie-- 

turned,  and  informed  me- that  one  Farmer. 

Price  was  the  owner  of  the  place,  but  had. 

gone  in  the  morning  to  the  next  town,  and 

.  that  his  wife  faid,  I  was  welcome  to  what 

her  houfe  afforded.     In  then  I  went,  and 

F  6  was 
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was  mod  civilly  received  by  an  exceeding 
pretty  woman,  who  told  me  her  hufband 
would  foon  be  at  home,  and  be  glad  me  was 
fare  to  fee  me  at  their  lone  place  •,  for  he 
was  no  flranger  to  gentlemen  and  the  world, 
tho'  at  prefent  he  rarely  converfed  with  any 
one.  She  told  me,  their  own  fupper  would 
be  ready  an  hour  hence,  and  in  the  mean 
time  would  have  me  take  a  can  of  fine  ale 
and  a  bit  of  bread.  She  brought  me  a  cup 
of  extraordinary  malt-drink,  and  a  cruft, 
and  while  I  was  eating  my  bread,  in  came 
Mr.  Price. 

22.  The  man  ieemed  very 
greatly  aftoniflied  at  entering 

J  i       r          *        ,      * 

the  room,  and  after  he  had 
looked  with  great  earneilnefs  at  me  for  a 
li'ttle  while,  he  cry'd  out,  Good  Heaven  \ 
What  do  I  fee  !  Falftaff^  my  clafs-fellowv 
and  my  fecondfelf.  My  dear  friend,  you 
are  welcome,  thrice  welcome  to  this  part  of 
the  world.  All  this  furprized  me  not  a 
little,  for  I  could  not  recoiled!  at  once  a 
face  that  had  been  greatly  altered  by  the 
fmall-pox  :  And  it  was  not  till  I  refle&ed 
on  the  name  Price  that  I  knew  I  was 
then  in  the  houfe  of  one  of  my  fchool-fel- 
lows,  with  whom  I  had  been  moft  intimate, 
and  had  played  the  part  of  Plump  Jack  in 
Henry  the  Fourth,  when  he  did  Prince  Henry. 

This 
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This  was  an  unexpe&ed  meeting  indeed  -9 
and  confidering  the  place,  and  -all  the  cir- 
cumftances  belonging  to  the  fcene,  a  thing 
more  flrange  and  affecting  never  came  in  my 
way.  Our  pleafure  at  this  meeting  was  very 
great,  .and  when  the  moft  affectionate  falu- 
tations  were  over,  my  friend  Price  proceeded 
in  the  following  manner. 

Often  have  I  remembered  you  fmce  we 
parted,  and  exclufive  of  the  Greek  and  Eng- 
lifh  plays  we  have  acted  together  at  Sheri 
dan's  fchool,  in  which  you  acquired  no  I'm  all 
applaufe,  I  have  frequently  thought  of  our 
frolickfome  rambles  in  vacation  time,  and 
the  merry  dancings  we  had  at  Mother 
Red-Cap's  in  Back-Lane  ;  the  hurling  matches 
we  have  played  at  Dolphin's  Barn,  and  the 
cakes  and  ale  we  ufed  to  have  at  the  Organ- 
houfe  on  Arbor-hill.  Thefe  things  have  often 
occurred  to  my  mind  :  but  little  did  I  think 
we  fhould  ever  meet  again  on  Stainmore-hills.. 
What  flrange  things  does  time  produce  I 
It  has  taken  me  from  a  town-life,  to  live  on 
the  moft  folitary  part  of  the  globe  : — And 
it  has  brought  you  to  journey  where  never 
man  I  believe  ever  thought  of  travelling 
before.  So  it  is,  (I  replied),  and  ftranger 
things,  dear  Jack,  may  happen  yet  before 
our  eyes  are  clofed  :  why  I  journey  this  un- 
travclled  way,  I  will  inform  you  by-and- 

byj 
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by ;  when  you  have  told  me  by  what  flrange 
means  you  came  to  dwell  in  this  remote  and 
fiient  vale.  That  you  fhall  know,  (Mr. 
Price  faid)  very  foon,  as  foon  as  we  have 
eaten  a  morfel  of  fbmething  or  other  which 
my  dear  Martha  has  prepared  againfl  my 
return.  Here  it  comes,  a  fowl,  bacon,  and 
greens,  and  as  fine,  I  will  anfwer,  as  London 
market  could  yield.  Let  us  fit  down,  my 
friend,  and  God  blefs  us  and  our  meat. 

Down  then  we  fat  immediately  to  our 
dim,  and  moft  excellent  every  thing  was. 
The  focial  goodnefs  of  this  fond  couple 
added  greatly  to  the  pleafure  of  the  meal, 
and  with  mirth  and  friejidfhip  we  eat  up 
our  capon,  our  bacon,  and  our  greens. 
When  we  had  done,  Price,  brought  in  pipes 
and  tobacco,  and  a  frelh.  tankard  of  his  ad 
mirable  ale.  Liilen  now  (he  faid)  to  my 
flory,  and  then  I  will  hearken  to  yours. 

23.  When  I  left  you  at  Sbe-- 
fchool,  my  remove  was 
from  Ireland  to  Barbadoes,  to 
become  a  rich  uncle's  heir,  and  I  got  by 
my  Indian  airing  a  hundred  thaufand  pounds. 
There  I  left  the  bones  of  my  mother's  bro 
ther,  after  I  had  lived  two  years  in  that  burn 
ing  place,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
London,  to  fpend  what  an  hondt  laborious 

man. 
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man  had  long  toiled  to  fave.  But  I  had 
not  been  above  three  months  in  the  capital 
of  England,  when  it  came  into  rny  head  to 
pafs  ibme  time  in  France^  and  with  a  girl  I 
kept  made  hafte  to  the  French  metropolis. 
There  I  lived  at  a  grand  rate,  and  took 
from  the  French  opera-houfe  another  whore. 
The  Gaul  and  the  Briton  were  both  extreme 
fine  girls,  and  agreed  fo  well  together,  that 
I  kept  them  both  in  one  houfe,  I  thought 
myfelf  fuperlatively  happy  in  having  fuch  a 
brace  of  females,  and  fpared  no  coil  in  pro 
curing  them  all  the  finery  and  pleafures  that 
Paris  and  London  could  yield.  I  hadafur- 
niihed  houfe  in  both  thefe  cities,  and  with 
an  expenfive  equipage  went  backwards  and 
forwards.  In  four  years  time  I  fpent  a  great 
deal  of  money  •,  and  as  I  had  loft  large 
fums  at  play,  and  thefe  two  whores  agreed 
in  the  end  to  rob  me,  and  retire  with  the 
money,  where  I  fliould  never  difcover  them> 
I  found  myfelf  in  very  middling  circum- 
ilances,  and  had  not  fix  hundred  pounds 
left  in  the  fourth  year  from  my  uncle's 
death.  How  to  difpcle  of  this  and  myfelf 
was  now  the  queftion.  What  (hall  I  do 
(was  my  deliberation)  to  fecure  bread  and 
quiet  ?  Many  a  thoughtful  hour  this  gave, 
me,  and  at  length  I  determined  to  purchafe 
a  little  annuity.  But  before  this  could  be 
effected,  I  went  down  to  Weftmoreland^  on. 

an 
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an  information  I  had  received,  that  my  two 
ladies  were  at  Apfleby  with  other  names,  and 
on  my  money  appeared  as  women  of  for 
tune.     But  this  journey  was  to  no  purpoie,. 
and  I  was  preparing  to  return  to  London* 
when  my  wife  yon  law  at  the  head  of  the 
table  a  while  ago,  came  by  chance  in  my 
way,  and  pleafed  me  fo  well  with  her  good 
tmderflanding,    face,    and   perfon,    that   I 
refolved  to  marry  her,  if  fhe  would  have  me, 
and  give  her  the  management  of  my  five 
hundred  pounds  on  a  farm,  as  fhe  was  a 
farmer's  daughter,  and  could  manage  one 
to  good  advantage.     Her  father  was  lately 
dead,  and  this  little  mountain  farm  me  con 
tinued  to  occupy :  therefore  nothing  could, 
be  more  to  my  purpofe,  if  I  could  prevail 
on  her  to  make  me  her  hufband,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  fhe  did,  to  my  unfpeakable 
felicity.     She  had  no  money  worth  men 
tioning  :  but  her  hotife  was  pretty  and  com 
fortable,  and  her  land  had  grain  and  cattle ; . 
and  as  I  threw  into  her  lap  my  five  hundred 
pounds,  a  little  before  we  were  married,  to 
be  by  her  difpofed  of  and  managed,  accord-- 
ihg  to  her  pleafure,  fhe  foon  made  fome! 
good  improvements  and  additions,  and  by  her 
fine  underffonding,  fweet  temper,  and  every 
Chriftian  virtue,    continues  to  render  my 
life  fo  completely  happy,  fo  joyous  and  de 
lightful,  that  I  would  not  change  my  part 
ner 
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ner  and  condition  for  one  of  the  firft  quality 
and  greatefb  fortune.  In  her  I  have  every 
thing  I  could  wifh  for  in  a  wife  and  a  woman* 
and  (he  makes  it  the  fole  ftudy  and  pleafure 
of  her  life  to  crown  me  every  day  with  the 
higheft  fatis  factions  and  comforts.  Two 
years  have  I  lived  with  her  on  thefe  wild 
mountains,  and  in  that  time  I  have  not  had 
one  dull  or  painful  minute,  but  in  thinking 
that  I  may  lofe  her,  and  be  the  wretched 
fiirvivor.  That  thought  does  fometirnes 
wound  me. — In  fum,  my  friend,  we  are  the 
happieil  of  wedded  mortals,  and  on  this 
fmall,  remote  farm,  live  in  a  ftate  of  blifs  to 
be  envied.  This  proves  that  happinefs  does 
not  flow  from  riches  only ;  but  that,  where 
pure  and  perfect  love,  ftrict  virtue,  and  un- 
ceafing  induilry,  are  united  in  the  conjugal 
ilate,  they  can  make  the  Stainmore  mountains 
a  paradiie  to  mortals,  in  peace  and  littk. 

But  it  is  not  only  happinefs  in  this  world 
that  I  have  acquired  by  this  admirable  wo 
man,  but  life  eternal.  You  remember,  my 
friend,  what  a  wild  and  wicked  one  I  was 
when  a  fchool-boy ;  and  as  Barbadoes  of  all 
parts  of  the  globe  is  no  place  to  improve  a 
man's  morals  in,  I  returned  from  thence  to 
Europe  as  debauched  a  federate  as  ever  of 
fended  heaven  by  blafphemy  and  illegal  gra 
tifications.  Even  my  lofTes  and  approaching 

poverty 
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poverty  were  not  capable  of  making  any- 
great  change  in  me,  When  I  was  courting 
my  wife,  ftie  foon  difcerned  my  impiety,  and 
perceived  I  had  very  little  notion  of  hell 
and  heaven,  death  and  judgment.  This 
fhe  made  a  principal  objection  againil  being 
concerned  with  me,  and  told  me,  me  could 
not  venture  into  a  married  conne&ion  with 
a  man,  who  had  no  regard  to  the  divine 
laws;  and  therefore,  if  fhe  could  not 
make  me  a  Chriftian,  in  the  due  fenfe 
of  the  word,  Ihe  would  never  bs  Mrs. 
Price. 

This,  from  a  plain,  country  girl,  fur- 
^prized  me  not  a  little,  and  my  aflonifh- 
ment  arofe  very  high,  when  I  heard  her  talk 
of  religion,  and  the  great  end  of  both,  a 
bleffed  life  after  this.  She  foon  convinced 
me,  that  religion  was  the  only  means  by 
which  we  can  arrive  at  true  happinefs,  by 
which  we  can  attain  to  the  laft  perfection 
and  dignity  of  our  nature,  and  that  the  au 
thority  and  word  of  God  is  the  fureft  foun 
dation  of  religion.  The  fubftance  of  what 
fhe  faid  is  as  follows.  I  mall  never  forget 
the  leflbn. 

The  plain  declarations  of  our  Mafter  in 
the  Gofpel  reftore  the  dictates  of  uncorrupted 
reafon  to  their  force  and  authority,  and  give 

US 
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us  juft  notions  of  God  and  of  ourfelves. 
They  inftrudt  us  in  the  nature  of  the  Deity, 
dilcover  to  us  his  unity,  h^linefs,  and  purity, 
and  afford  certain  means  c-f  obtaining  eternal 
life.  Revelation  commands  us  to  worfhip 
One  Supreme  God,  the  Supreme  Father  of  all 
things  ;  and  to  do  his  will,  by  imitating  his 
perfections,  and  praclifing  every  thing  re 
commended  by  that  Law  of  Reafon,  which 
he  fent  the  MefTiah  to  revive  and  enforce ; 
that  by  repentance,  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
acls  of  devotion,  we  may  obtain  the  Divine 
favour,  and  mare  in  the  glories  of  futurity : 
for,  the  Supreme  Director,  whofe  goodnefs 
gives  counfel  to  his  power,  commanded  us 
into  exiftence  to  conduct  us  to  everlafting 
happinefs,  and  therefore  teaches  us  by  his 
Son  to  pray,  to  praife,  and  to  repent,  that 
we  may  be  entitled  to  a  nobler  inheritance 
than  this  world  knows,  and  obtain  life  and 
immortality,  and  all  the  joys  and  bleflings 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan.  This  was  the^W- 
like  defign  of  our  Creator.  That  fuperior 
Agent,  who  acts  not  by  arbitrary  will,  but 
by  the  maxims  of  unclouded  reafon,  when 
he  made  us,  and  flationed  us  in  this  part  of 
his  creation,  had  no  glory  of  his  own  in 
view,  but  what  was  perfectly  confident  with 
a  juft  regard  to  the  felicity  of  his  rational 
fubjects. 

it 
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It  was  this  made  the  A-poflle  fhew  FeTi\ 
the  unalterable  obligations  to  jufiice  and 
equity  ;  to  temperance,  or  a  command  over 
the  appetites  ;  and  then,  by  difpiaying  the 
great  and  awful  judgment  to  come,  urge 
him  to  the  practice  of  thefe,  and  all  the 
other  branches  of  morality  ;  that  by  ufing 
the  means  prefcribed  by  God,  and  acting 
up  to  the  conditions  of  falvation,  he  might 
efcape  that  dreadful  punifhment,  which,  in 
the  reafon  and  nature  of  things,  is  connected 
with  vice,  and  which  the  good  government 
of  the  rational  world  requires  fhould  be  in 
flicted  on  the  wicked;  and  might,  on  the 
contrary,  by  that  mercy  offered  to  the 
world  thro*  Jefus  Cbrift,  fccure  thofe  immenfe 
rewards,  which  are  promised  to  innocence  and 
the  teftimony  of  an  uprigbt  heart.  This  faith 
in  Cbrift)  St.  Paul  placed  before  the  Roman 
governor  in  the  befl  light.  He  defcribed 
the  complexion  and  genius  of  the  Cbriftian 
faith.  He  rep  relented  it  as  revealing  the 
wrath  of  God  againft  all  immorality  ;  and  as 
joining  with  reafon  and  uncorrupted  nature, 
enforcing  the  practice  of  every  moral  and 
focial  duty. 


What  effect  this  difcourfe  had  on 
(Martha  continued)  in  producing  faith  ^  that 
is,  morality  in  an  intelligent  agent  ^  we  are: 
told  by  the  Afojlle.  He  trembled:  but  ini- 
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quity  and  the  world  had  taken  fuch  a  hold 
of  him,  that  he  difmified  the  fubject,  and 
turned  from  a  prefent  uneafmefs  to  profit 
and  the  enjoyment  of  fin.  He  had  done 
with  St.  Paul,  and  facrificed  the  hopes  of 
eternity  to  the  world  and  its  delights. 

But  this  (concluded  Martha)  will  not,  I 
hope,  be  your  cafe..  As  a  judgment  to  come 
is  an  awful  fubjedt,  you  will  ponder  in  time, 
and  look  into  your  own  mind.  As  a  man, 
a  reafonable  and  focial  creature,  defignedfor 
duly  to  a  God  above  you,  and  to  a  world 
of  fellow-creatures  around  you,  you  will  con- 
fider  the  rules  of  virtue  and  morality,  and 
be  no  longer  numbered  with  thofe  mifera- 
ble  mortals,  who  are  doomed  to  condem 
nation  upon  their  difobedience.  Thofe 
rules  lie  open  in  a  perfect  gofpel,  and  the 
wicked  can  have  nothing  to  plead  for  their 
behaviour.  They  want  no  light  to  direct 
them.  They  wrant  no  afiiftance  to  fupport 
them  in  doing  their  duty.  They  have  a 
Gofpel  to  bring  them  to  life  and  fahation^ 
if  they  will  but  take  notice  of  it  •,  and  if 
they  will  not  walk  in  the  light  of  God's 
law,  this  Gofpel  muil  be  their  judgment  and 
condemnation. 

Say  then,  Sir,  (Martha  proceeded)  can 
you  be  prevailed  on. to  think  of  religion  in 

its 
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its  native  purity  and  fimplicity,  and  by 
the  power  of  the  Gofpel,  fo  act  with  regard 
to  virtue  and  piety,  that  when  Chrift  fhall 
come  not  only  in  the  power,  but  in  the 
wifdom  and  the  juftice  of  God,  to  judge 
the  world,  you  may  be  fecured  from  that 
mifery  and  diftrefs,  which  is  prepared 
for  iniquity  •,  and  enjoy  that  eternal  life, 
which  is  to  be  the  portion  of  the  righ 
teous  ? 

In  this  extraordinary  manner  did  Martha 
Harrington  difcourfe  me,  and  the  effect  of 
it  was  (Jack  Price  continued),  that  I  be 
came  a  thorough  reform  from  that  houn 
My  rational  life  from  that  happy  day  com 
menced,  and  I  entered  fenoufly  into  my  own 
breaft,  to  think  in  earneft  of  that  folemn 
judgment  to  come.  What  Martha  faid  was 
ib  clear  and  ilrong,  that  I  had  not  a  thought 
of  replying  •,  but  truth  at  once  entirely  fub- 
dued  my  heart,  and  I  flew  to  the  Son  of 
God,  to  requeft  his  intercefTion  with  the 
Father  of  the  Univerfe  for  the  pardon  of 
all  my  crimes.  The  dignity  and  end  of 
my  being  has  fince  been  the  fubjecl  of  my 
meditations,  and  I  live  convinced,  that  every 
thing  is  contemptible  that  is  inconfiftent 
with  duty  and  morality.  This  renders  even 
my  pleafures  more  agreeable.  This  gives 
eternal  peace  to  my  mind, 

24.  Here 
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24.  Here  Price  ended  his 
remarkable  ftory,  and,  accord-  fit}c°™erfa' 
ing  to  our  agreement,  I  began 
to  relate  what  happened  to  me  from  the  time 
we  parted  at  fchool,  and  concluded  with 
informing  him,  that  I  was  going  in  fearch 
of  Charles  Turner,  my  near  friend,  when 
fortune  brought  me  to  his  houfe  ;  that  this 
gentleman  lived  fomewhere  towards  the  con 
fines  of  Cumberland  and  the  North-riding  of 
Torkjhire  \  but  where  the  fpot  was,  I  could 
not  tell ;  nor  did  I  know  well  how  to  go  on, 
as  the  country  before  me  feemed  unpafiable, 
on  account  of  its  mountains,  precipices, 
and  floods :  I  muft  try,  however,  v/hat  can 
be  done  -,  not  only  in  regard  to  this  gentle 
man,  but  becaufe  I  have  reafon  to  think  it 
may  be  very  much  to  my  advantage,  as  he 
is  very  rich,  and  the  moft  generous  of  men. 
If  he  is  to  be  found,  I  know  I  mail  be  wel 
come  to  mare  in  his  happinefs  as  long  as  I 
pleafe ;  nor  will  it  be  any  weight  to  him. 
Price  to  this  replied,  that  I  was  moft  hear 
tily  welcome  to  him  as  long  as  I  pleafed  to 
ilay,  and  that  tho'  he  was  far  from  being  a 
rich  man,  yet  he  had  every  day  enough  for 
himfelf  and  one  more  •,  and  his  Martha,  he 
was  lure,  would  be  as  well  pleafed  with  my 
company,  as  if  I  had  been  his  own  brother, 
fmce  me  knew  I  was  his  efteemed  friend. 
— In  refpecl:  of  the  way,  he  faid  he  would 

enable 
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enable  me  to  find  Mr.  Turner ,  if  he  could, 
but  the  country  was  difficult  to  travel,  and. 
he  doubted  very  much  if  one  could  go  to- 
the  extremity  of  Cumberland  or  Torkfhire  over 
the  hills ;  but  we  would  try,  however,  and, 
if  it  was  poffible,  find  out  Mr.  Turner's 
houfe.  Yet  folely  with  him  I  mud  not  flay, 
if  he  could  be  feen.  I  muft  live  between 
both,  till  I  got  fome  Northern  girl,  and  had 
a  wife  and  habitation  of  my  own ;  and  there 
is  (continued  Price)  not  many  miles  from 
me,  a  fweet  pretty  lafs,  the  daughter  of  a 
gentleman  farmer,  who  is  a  very  good  man, 
and  would,  I  believe,  upon  my  recom 
mendation,  give  you  his  girl,  and  a  fum  of 
money,  to  fit  down  on  thofe  hills,— — -This 
is  vaflly  kind,  Jack,  I  anfwering,  faid,  and 
what  I  mall  gratefully  remember  fo  long  as 
I  live.  I  may  ride  many  a  mile,  I  am  fure, 
and  be  an  adventurer  many  a  long  day,  be 
fore  I  meet  with  fuch  offers  again.  Your 
fweetly  fituated  houfe  and  good  things,  with 
a  fine  Northern  girl  and  money  down,  are 
benefits  not  to  be  met  with  every  day. — But 
at  prefent  the  object  I  muft  purfue,  is  my 
univerfity  friend,  Charles  Turner ;  and  if  you 
pleafe  to  do  me  the  great  favour  of  guiding 
me  fo  far  as  you  can  over  this  wild,  unin 
habited  land,  after  I  have  ftaid  with  you, 
for  the  firft  time,  two  or  .three  days,  and 
promife  to  abide  many  more  hereafter,  if  it 
3  be 
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be  in  my  power,  we  will  fet  out  in  queft  of 
what  I  want.  As  you  will,  my  friend,  Price 
replied ;  and  for  the  prefent,  let  us  be  gay. 
Here  comes  my  beloved,  with  a  little  bowl 
of  punch  ;  and  as  me  fings  extremely  well, 
and  you  have  not  forgot,  I  fancy,  our  old 
fong,  we  will  have  it  over  our  neclar.  You 
mail  reprefent  Janus  and  Momus,  and  I  will 
be  Chronos  and  Mars,  and  my  wife  Diana 
and  Venus.  Let  us  take  a  glafs  firft — the 

liberties  of  the  world and   then   do  you 

begin,  We  drank,  and  in  the  following 
manner  I  went  on. 

A    SONG. 

JANUS. 

25.  Ghronos,  Cbronos,  mend  thy  pace, 
An  hundred  times  the  rolling  fun 
Around  the  radiant  belt  has  run, 

In  his  revolving  race. 
Behold,  behold  the  goal  in  fight, 
Spread  thy  fans,  and  wing  thy  flight. 

CH&ONOS. 

Weary,  weary  of  my  weight, 
*  Let  me,  let  me  drop  my  freight^ 
And  leave  the  world  behind. 
I  could  not  bear 
Another  year 
The  load  of  human  kind. 
.     VOL.  L  G  Ha? 


122          THE    LIFE    OF 

MoMUS; 

Ha !  ha !  ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  well  haft  thou  done, 

To  lay  down  thy  pack, 

And  lighten  thy  back. 
The  world  was  a  fool  e'er  fmce  it  begun ; 
And  fmce  neither  Janus,  nor  Chronos^  nor  I, 

Can  hinder  the  crimes, 

Or  mend  the  bad  times, 
'Tis  better  to  laugh  than  to  cry. 

CHOR  us. 

'Tis  better  to  laugh  than  to  cry. 
JANUS. 

Since  Momus  comes  to  laugh  below, 

Old  Time  begin  the  fhow  ! 
That  he  may  fee,  in  every  fcene, 
What  changes  in  this  age  have  been  ; 

CHRONOS. 
Then  goddefs  of  the  filver  bow  begin  ! 

DIANA. 

With  horns  and  with  hounds  I  awaken  the  day, 
And  hye  to  my  woodland-walks  away ; 
I  tuck  up  my  robe,  and  am  bufkin'd  foon, 
And  tye  to  my  forehead  a  waxing  moon  ; 
I  courfe  the  fleet  flag,  and  unkennel  the  fox, 
And  chafe  the  wild  goats  o'er  fummits  of  rocks, 
With  fhouting  and  hooting  we  pierce  thro'  the  fkyj 
And  Echo  turns  hunter,  and  doubles  the  cry. 

CHORUS. 

With  ihouting  and  hooting  we  pierce  thro'  the  fky, 
And  Echo  turns  hunter,  and  doubles  the  cry. 

Then 
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JANUS. 

Then  our  age  was  in  its  prime, 

CHRONOS. 
Free  from  rage, 

DIANA. 
•  And  free  from  crime*' 

MOM  us. 

A  very  merry,  dancing,  drinking, 
Laughing,  quaffing,  and  unthinking  time, 

CHORUS. 

Then  our  age  was  in  its  prime, 
Free  from  rage,  and  free  from  crime, 
A  very  merry,  dancing,  drinking, 
Laughing,  quaffing,  and  unthinking  time, 

MARS. 

Infpire  the  vocal  brafs,  infpire  ; 
The  world  is  part  its  infant  age  ; 

Arms  and  honour, 

Arms  and  honour, 
Set  the  martial  mind  on  fire, 
And  kindle  manly  rage. 

Mars  has  look'd  the  fky  to  red. 
And  Peace,  the  lazy  good,  is  fled. 
Plenty,  peace,  and  pleafure  fly  ; 


-124          THE    LIFE    OF 

The  fprightly  green 
In  Woodland-walks,  no  more  is  feen  ; 
The  fprightly  green  has  drank  thy  Tynan  dye, 

CHORUS. 

Plenty,  peace,  and  pleafure  fly ; 

The  fprightr  green 
In  Woodland-walks,  no  more  is  feen  ; 
The  fprightly  green  has  drank  the  Tyriavdye* 

MARS. 

Sound  the  trumpet,  beat  the  drum. 
Through  all  the  world  around ; 
Sound  a  rev  ille,  found,  found, 
The  warrior  God  is  come* 

CHORUS. 

Sound  the  trumpet,  beat  the  drum, 
Through  all  the  world  around ; 
Sound  a  reveille,  found,  found, 

The  warrior  God  is  come, 

MOMUS. 

Thy  fword  within  the  fcabbard  keep, 

And  let  mankind  agree  ; 
Better  the  world  were  faft  afleep, 

Than  kept  awake  by  thee> 
The  fools  are  only  thinner, 

With  all  our  coft  and  carej 
But  neither  fide  a  winner, 

For  things  are  as  they  were. 


The 
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CHORUS. 

The  fools  are  only  thinner, 

With  all  our  coft  and  care  5 
But  neither  fide  a  winner, 

For  things  are  as  they  were. 

VENUS. 

Calms  appear,  when  ftorms  are  paft. 
Love  will  have  its  hour  at  laft  : 
Nature  is  my  kindly  care ; 
Mars  deftroys,  and  I  repair  j 
Take  me,  take  me,  while  you  may, 
Venus  comes  not  ev'ry  day, 

CHORUS. 

Take  her,  take  her,  while  you  may, 
Yenus  comes  not  ev'ry  day. 

CHRONOS. 

The  world  was  th-rn  fo  lijht, 

I  fcnrcely  felt  the  weight ; 

Joy  rul'd  the  day,  and  love  the  night. 

But  fince  the  queen  of  pleafure  left  the  ground, 

I  faint,  I  lag, 

And  feebly  drag 
The  pond'rous  orb  around. 

M  o  M  u  s,  pointing  to  D  i  A  N  A. 

All,  all,  of  a  piece  throughout  j 
Thy  chace  had  a  beaft  in  view  ; 

To  M  AR  s. 

Thy  wars  brought  nothing  about ; 

G3  Thy 
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To .  V  E  N  u  s, 

Thy  lovers  were  all  untrue ; 
To  ]  A  N  u  s, 

'Tis  well  an  old  age  is  out, 
And  time  to  begin  a  new. 

CHORUS. 

All,  all,  of  a  piece  throughout; 
Thy  chace  had  a  beaft  in  view  ; 
Thy  wars  brought  nothing  about  5 
Thy  lovers  were  all  untrue  ; 
'Tis  well  an  old  age  is  out. 
And  time  to  begin  a  new. 

26.   In  this  happy  manner  did 

An  account  of     we  pafs  ^  ^gfo  'm    tjjjs   ^jj 
Mrs.  Prrce  of  -fr  •    i    r  i    ' 

Stanemore.  and  fng^tful  part  of  the  world, 
and  for  three  fucceeding  even 
ings  and  days,  enjoyed  as  much  true  fatif- 
fadion  as  it  was  polftble  for  mortals  to  feel. 
Price  was  an  ingenious,  chearful,  entertain 
ing  man,  and  his  wife  had  not  only  fenfe 
more  than  ordinary,  but  was  one  of  the  beft 
of  women.  I  was  prodigioufly  pleafed  with 
her  converfation.  Though  me  was  no  wo 
man  of  letters,  nor  had  any  books  in  her 
ho  life  except  the  Bible^  Barrow's  and  Wich- 
cotfs  fermons,  Howel^s  Hiftory  of  the  world, 
and  the  Hiftory  of  England  \  yet  from  thefe 
few,  a  great  memory,  and  an  extraordinary 

conception 
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conception  of  things,  had  collected  a  valua 
ble  knowlcdge>  and  fhe  talked  with  an  eafe 
and  perlpicuky  that  was  wonderful.  On 
religious  fubjecls  {he  aftonifhed  me. 

As  Sunday  was  one  of  the     _. 

i  T  "  n    •  i      i  i     r»    •  1  be  nature*. 

days  I  (laid  there,   and  Price    end^  and  ^_ 
was  obliged  in  the  afternoon  to    fjg 
be  from  home,  I  pafied  it  in     tianity, 

convention  with  his  wife.  The    flders 

j        v    •  i      nr 

day  introduced  religion,    and 

among  other  things,  I  afked  her,  which  (lie 
thought  the  beft  evidences  of  Chriftianity  ? 
The  prophecies  or  the  miracles  ? 

Neither,  (Mrs.  Price  replied).  The  pro 
phecies  of  the  MeJJiab  recorded  in  the  Old 
Teftament  are  a  good  proof  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  as  it  is  plain  from  many  inftances 
in  the  New  Teftament,  that  the  Jewi/h  con 
verts  of  that  generation  underftood  them  to 
relate  to  oyr  Lord  \  which  is  a  fufRcient 
reafon  for  our  believing  them.  Since  they 
knew  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  them,, 
and  on  account  of  their  knowing  it,  were 
converted ;  the  prophecies  for  this  reaion 
fhould  by  us  be  regarded  as  divine  teftimony 
in  favour  of  Chrift  Jefus. — Then  as  to 
miracles^  they  are,  to  be  fure,  a  means  of 
proving  and  fpreading  the  Chriftian  religion, 
as  they  fhew  the  divine  miffion  of  the  Mjjlah^, 
G  4  and 
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and  rouze  the  mind  to  attend  to  the  power 
by  which  thefe  mighty  works  are  wrought. 
Thus  miracle  and  prophecy  ihew  the  teacher 
came  from  God.  They  contribute  to  the 
eftiiblifhment  of  his  kingdom ;  and  have 
a  tendency  to  produce  that  faith  which 
purifies  the  heart,  and  brings  forth  the  new 
birch. 

But  the  greater  evidence  for  the  truth  of 
our  holy  religion,  appears  to  me  to  be  that 
which  converted  the  primitive  Chriftians,  to 
wit,  the  powerful  influence  which  the  Gofpel 
has  on  the  minds  of  thole  who  fludy  it  with 
lincerity,  and  the  inward  difcoveries  Chrift 
makes  to  the  under  Hand  ing  of  the  faithful 
by  his  light  and  good  fpirit.  This  exceeds 
the  other  evidences,  if  the  heart  be  honeft. 
The  Gofpel  is  irrefiftible,  when  the  fpirit  of 
God  moves  upon  the  minds  of  chriftians. 
"When  the  divine  power,  difpenfed  through 
Chrift,  afilfts  and  ftrengthens  us  to  do  good, 
and  to  efchew  evil,  then  chriflianity  appears 
a  religion  worthy  of  God,  and  in  itfelf  the 
moil  reafonable.  The  complete  falva- 
ti©n  deferves  our  ready  acceptation.  That 
religion  mull  charm  a  reafonable  world, 
which  not  only  reflores  the  worfhip  of  the 
one  true  God,  and  exhibits,  in  a  perfect  plan, 
thofe  rules  of  moral  rectitude,  whereby  the 
conduct  of  men  fhould  be  governed,  and 

their 
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their  future  happinefs  fecured;  but,-  by  its 
ble/ed  fpirit,  informs  our  judgments,  influ 
ences  our  wills,  re&ifies  and  fubdues  our 
paffions,  turns  the  biafs  of  our  minds  from 
the  objects  and  pleafures  of  fenfe,  and  fixes 
them  upon  the  fupreme  good.  Moil  glorious 
furely  is  fuch  a  gofpel. 

But  does  not  this  operation  0/  the  Spirit? 
(I  faid)  which  you  make  the  principal  evi 
dence  for  chriftianity,  debafe  human  nature, 
and  make  man  too  weak,  too  helplefs  and 
depending  a  being  ?  If  voluntary  good  agency 
depends  on  fuper natural  influence  and  enliven 
ing  aid,  does  not  this  make  us  mere  patients? 
and  if  we  are  not  moral  agents,  that  is,  have 
not  a  power  of  chilling  or  refilling,  of  do 
ing  or  avoiding,  either  good  or  evil*  can 
there  be  any  human  virtue  ?  Can  we  in  fuch 
cafe  approve  or  difapprove  ourfelves  to  God. 
To  me  it  feems  that  man  -was  created  to 
perform  things  natural,  rational,  and  Jpi- 
ritual,  and  has  an  ability  to  act  within  the 
reach  of  his  agency,,  as  his  duty  requires.. 
I  think  the  moral  ftnefs  of  things  i.i  a  rule  of 
action  to  conduct  our  actions  by,  and  that 
the  great  advantage  of  revelation  confifts  in 
its  heavenly  moral  leffcns,  and  the  certainty, 
of  that  future  judgment  and  r  etribution,  which 
has  a.  powerful  influence  upon  a  rational 
mind,  and  ilrongly  inclines  a  rtalonable 
G  5  being 
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being  to  fave  his  foul,  by  fo  afting  in  this 
world,  as  to  avoid  everlafting  miiery,  and 
enfure  the  favour  of  God,  and  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  in  another  world.  This  appears  to 
me  more  confiftent  with  the  nature  and 
the  truth  of  things.  It  is  more  to  the  ho 
nour  of  human  nature,  if  I  mifbke  not,  and 
gives  more  glory  to  God. 

To  this  Mrs.  Price  anfwered,  that  as  me 
was  fenflble  of  the  fhormefs  of  her  own  un- 
derftanding,  and  believed  the  faculties  of 
the  human  mind  in  general  were  weak  and 
deficient,  (he  could  not  fee  any  thing  un- 
reaibnable  in  fuppofmg  the  thing  formed 
depended  on,  and  was  fubject  to  the  Creator 
that  made  it.  It  cannot  be  abfurd  furely  to 
fay,  that  fo  weak  and  helplefs  a  being  as 
man,  depends  intirely  on  God.  Where  in 
the  nature  of  things  can  we  fix  a  ftandard 
of  certainty  in  \inderftanding,  and  {lability 
in  practice,  but  in  the  fountain  of  truth, 
and  all  perfection  ? 

But  to  our  better  comprehending  this 
matter,  let  us  take  a  view  of  primitive 
Chriftian  religion. — Chriftianity  is  a  divine 
inftitution,  by  which  God  declares  himfelf 
reconciled  to  mankind  for  the  fake  of  his 
beloved  fon,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  on  con 
dition  of  repent 'ance,  amendment  of  life,  and 
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ferfeverance  in  a  flate  of  holinefi-^  and  that 
we  might  be  able  to  perform  the  things  re 
quired  of  us,  he  offers  the  afliftance  of  his 
good  fpirit.  This  laft  offer,  in  a  proper 
fenfe,  is  falvation-,  for  according  to  his  mercy y 
befaved&s,  by  the  wafting  of  regeneration, 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  By  grace 
are  ye  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of 
yourfehes  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  We  find,, 
then,  that  there  are  two  parts  in  the  Chrift- 
kn  religion  :  one  external  and  hiftorical ;  the 
other,  internal  and  experimental.  The  firft 
comprehends  what  is  no  more  to  be  re 
peated,  though  the  effects  are  .Jailing  and 
permanent,  to  wit,  the  life  and  good  works 
of  Jefus,  his  miracles,  death  and  refurrec- 
tion  ;  which  declare  him  fpotlefs  virtue,  per- 
fett  obedience^  and  the  fon  of  God  with  power : 

' And  in  the  fecond  part,  we  have 

that  Handing  experience  of  a  divine  help^ 
which  converts  and  fupports  a  fpiritual  life : 
It  is  true,  both  the  parts  have  a  near  rela 
tion,  and  in  conjunction  produce  the  good 
ends  of  religion.  The  fecond  is  the  effect 
of  phe  firft.  Redemption  from  the  power 
of  fin,  fanctification,  and  juftification,  are 
bleflings  wrought  in  us  by  the  good  Spirit  of 
him,  who  without  us  did  many  glorious 
things,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  ini 
quity ',  and  purify  unto  himf elf  a  peculiar  people 
zealous  of  good  works :  And,  that  they  who. 
G  6 
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li've^  Jhould  not  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves^ 
but  unto  him  that  died  for  them  and  rofe  again* 
But,  it  is  in  the  fecond  part  that  the  excel 
lence  of  our  holy  religion  confiib.  We 
have  no  ability  of  ourfelves  to  take  off  our 
minds  from  the  things  that  are  evil,  and  en 
gage  them  in  the  work  of  religion  and  god- 
linefs.  This  is  the  gift  of  God.  It  is  a 
continued  miracle  that  cleanfes  that  polluted 
fountain  the  heart,  and  therefore  I  call  this 
experience  the  principal  evidence  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  It  is  the  glory  of  chrift- 
ranity,  and  renders  it  the  perfection  of  all 
religions. 

That  chriftianity  (I  replied)  is  the  per- 
fe<5tion  of  all  religions,  is  granted  •,  but  that 
we  have  no  ability  to  fave  our  fouls  without 
a  fupernatural  operation  on  them,  this  is 
what  I  Hill  have  fome  doubt  of.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  fubjeft,  produces  fome 
hard  objections,  and  therefore,  madam,  I 
will  lay  my  difficulties  before  you,  that 
your  fine  natural  underflanding  may  re 
move  them,  if  it  be  poflible.  I  will  be 
fhort  on  the  article,  for  many  words  would 
only  darken  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  then,  as  to  man's  in 
ability  to  live  a  religious  life,  and  pradtice 
the  precepts  of  the  goipel,  it  muft  be  the 

effect 
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effect  of  the  human  compojition,  or  the  effect 
of  the  agency  of  the  ferpent.  If  the  former, 
it  is  chargeable  upon  the  author  of  the  com- 

pofition  •, if  the  latter,  upon  the  agent 

which  ads  upon  it.  Man  could  not  be  cul 
pable,  .  I  think,  for  a  bad  life,  in  either 

cafe. If  my  nature  be  weaknefs  itfelf— 

or  the  ferpent  is  fuperior  to  me what 

good  can  be  required  of  me  ?  can  the  fu- 
preme  reafon  call  for  brick,  where  there  are 
no  materials  to  make  it  with  ?  will  you  fay, 
Yes  ;  becaufe  he  gives  fupernatural  ability  to 
perform.  But  then,  can  this  be  called 
man's  action  ?  It  is  the  action  of  the  author 
by  his  miferable  creature,  man  :  and  in  fuch 
cafe,  may  we  not  fay,  that  tho'  commands 
are  given  to  man  to  obey  revealed  laws,  yet 
.the  obedience  is  performed  by  God? 

In  the  next  place,  as  man  in  his  natural 
capacity,  and  all  his  natural  powers,  are  the 
work  of  God,  and  as  truly  derived  from  him 
as  any  fupernatural  powers  can  be,  it  follows, 
I  imagine,  that  a  voluntary  agent's-  making 
a  right  ufe  of  the  power  of  his  nature,  is  as 
'valuable  as  his  being  compelled  to  act  well 
and  wifely  by  a  fupernatural  power.  To 
aflert,  then,  fuch  experiences  or  operations,  to 
me  feems  to  mifreprefent  the  nature  of  a  be 
ing  excellently  conftituted  to  anfwer  the 
good  purpofes  he  was  created  for.  I  am 

likewife^ 
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likewife,  at  prefent,  of  opinion,  that  depre 
ciating  our  natural  abilities^  does  not  give  fa 
much  glory  to  God  as  you  imagine. 

To  this  Mrs.  Price  replied,  that  by  the 
cpcration  of  the  fpirit^  me  did  not  mean  that 
man  was  purely  paflive,  and  had  no  part  in 
the  working  out  his  falvation,  but  that  God 
co-operates  with  man^  and  without  deftroying 
the  faculty  of  reafon,  improves  it  by  con 
vincing  and  enlightening  the  underftanding, 
and  by  moving  and  inclining  the  will  to 
wards  fuch  objects  as  are  acceptable  to  him- 
felf,  and  from  thofe  that  are  contrary  to 
his  gofpel.  The  mind  in  this  manner  en 
lightened  and  affefted,  begins  to  act,  and 
as  the  fpirit  moves  upon  the  foul,  the  quick 
ened  man,  under  the  divine  direction,  does 
all  the  good  the  fcripture  commands  him  to 
do,  and  efchews  the  evil  he  is  ordered  to 
avoid.  By  God  through  Chrift,  he  prac 
tices  the  excellent  virtues  recommended  irr 
the  holy  books,  and  for  this  reafon,  the 
righteoufnefs,  which  chriftians  bring  forth, 
is  called  in  fcripture,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith.  Chrift  is  the  efficient. 
We  thro'  him  are  made  able  to  act.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  weaknefs  and  incapacity  of  our 
nature,  yet,  thro'  faith  in  the  power  of  Gcdy 
which  is  given  to  all  who  believe  in  him,  we 

are 
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are  enabled  to  flee  immorality  and  vice,  and 
by  a  life  of  virtue  and  piety,  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  a  fweet  reflection,  and  the  praiies 
of  unpolluted  reafon. 

That  this  is  the  cafe  of  man,  the  facred 
writings  declare  in  a  thoufand  places,  and 
fet  forth  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  God's 
power  in  this  refpect.  The  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel  appears  to  have  been  ordained  for 
this  end,  and  the  perfection  of  the  chri Irian 
religion,  to  reft  on  this  particular  thing. 
tfhe  Lord  died,  for  our  Jim ',  and  rofe  again  for 
cur  juftification,  that  we  through  power  re 
ceived  from  him,  (the  power  of  his  refurreffion) 
might  be  made  righteous.  And  the  Apoftle 
adds,  I  am  not  aJJoamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrifty 
for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  to 
every  one  that  believe  th^  to  the  Jews  firft,  and 
alfo  to  the  Greeks •,  for  therein  is  the  rightepuf- 
nefs  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith.  And 
that  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  re 
ference  not  only  to  the  great  effufion  of  the 
Spirit  at  Pentecoft,  which  was  a  folemn  con 
firmation  of  the  new  and  fpiritual  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  gofpel  •,  but  aifo  to  that  inftruc- 
tion  which  Chriftians  of  every  age  were  to 
receive  from  it  continually,  if  they  attended 
to  it,  is  evident  from  the  promife  of  Cbrift^ 

• 1  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  Jhall  give 

you  another  comforter,  (the  fpirit  of  truth) 

that 
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that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever.  This, 
fpirit  was  to  fupply  the  place  of  his  perfonal 
prefence.  It  was  to  become  a  teacher  and 
comforter  to  his  difciples  and  followers  to 
the  end  of  time — to  enlighten  and  incline 
their  minds  to  piety  and  virtue — to  enable 
them  to  do  all  things  appertaining  to  life- 
and  godlinefs,  and  to  have  a  faith  in  God's 
power  and  all-fufficiency.  This  is  the  glo 
rious  fpecific  difference  of  Chriftianity  from 
all  other  religions.  We  have  an ,  inward 
inftructor  and  fupporter  always  abiding  with 
us.  And  what  can  be  a  higher  honour  to 
mankind,  or  an  act  of  greater  love  in  God, 
than  for  him  to  interpofe  continually,  and 
by  his  holy  Spirit  reftore  the  teachable  and 
attentive  to  that  purity  and  uprightnefs  in 
which  he  at  firil  created  man  ?  Glorious  dif- 
penfation  !  Here  is  a  compleat  reparation  of 
the  lofs  fuftained  by  tranfgreflion.  We  are 
created  anew  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  and  are  made 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature.  Surely  this 
is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  expected  from  re 
ligion.  In  fhort,  (continued  Mrs.  Price) 
it  is  to  me  a  moil  amazing  thing,  to  fee 
men  of  fenle  difclairn  this  help^  argue  for 
felf-fuffidency  and  independency,  and  receive 
only  the  outward  appearance  of  the  Son  of 
God)  in  a  literal,  hiilorical,  and  formal  pro- 
feOlon  of  chriflianity !  This  will  never  do 
the  work,  The  outward  appearance  of  the 

Sen 
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Son  of  God  only  puts  us  in  a  capacity  of  fal~ 
nation :  it  is  the  inward  appearance  by  the 
power  and  virtue  of  the  fpirk  that  mufty^i  e 
us.  The  end  of  the  gofpel  is  repentance^ 
forgivenefs  of  fins ,  and  amendment  of  man 
ners  ;  and  the  means  of  obtaining  that 
end,  is  chriftianity  in  the  life,  fpirit ^  and 
power  of  it. 

You  talk  extremely  well,  Madam,  (I  faid) 
upon  this  fubject,  and  have  almoft  made 
me  a  convert  to  the  notion  of  an  inward  ap 
pearance  of  the  Son  of  God :  but  I  mull  beg 
leave  to  oblerve  to  you,  that  as  to  what 
you  have  added,  by  way  of  explication  and 
vindication  of  the  operation  of  thejpirit,  to 
wit,  that  man  has  agency,  and  God  co-ope 
rates  with  it,  by  which  means  the  man  is 
enabled  to  apply  his  agency  :o  the  perform 
ance  of  good,  this  does  not  feem  to  me  to 
make  the  matter  quite  plain.  The  virtue 
or  goodnefs  of  an  agent  muft  certainly 
arife  from  a  right  exerciie  of  his  own  power, 
and  how  then  can  God's  co-operating  with 
him  make  him  a  better  man  ?  Can  fuch  cor 
operation  add  any  thing  to  my  virtue,  if  my 
goodnefs  is  to  be  rated  in  proportion  to  the 
exertion  of  my  own  will  and  agency.  If  I 
am  not  able  to  fave  a  man  from  drowning, 
though  I  pity  him,  and  do  my  bell  to  pre- 
ferve  his  life ;  but  God  gives,  me  ftrength, 

or 
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or  co-operates  with  me,  and  fo  the  man  is 
faved  •,  can  this  add  any  thing  to  my  virtue 
or  goodnefs  ?  It  would  be  indeed  an  inftance 
of  God's  goodnefs  to  the  man  ^  but  as  to 
myfelf,  I  did  no  more  with  the  divine  co 
operation  than  I  did  without  it.  I  made  all 
the  ufe  I  could  of  what  power  I  had.  This 
feems  to  me  a  ftrong  objection  againft  the 
inward  appearance :  nor  is  it  all  there  is  to 
object.  If  I  fee  a  man  in  a  deep  wet  ditch, 
in  a  dangerous  and  miferable  way,  and  am 
prompted  by  a  natural  affection,  and  the 
fitnefs  of  relieving,  to  exert  a  fufficient 
flrength  I  have,  to  take  the  man  out  of  his 
diftrefs,  and  put  him  in  a  comfortable 
way  •,  (which  is  a  thing  I  really  did  once, 
and  thereby  faved  a  ufeful  life) ; — in  this 
cale,  there  was  good  done  by  an  agent ^  with 
out  any  fupernatural  co-operation  at  all : 
Many  more  inftances  might  be  produced : 
but  from  what  has  been  faid,  is  it  not  plain, 
that  much  good  may  be  done  without  any 

interpofition ; and,    with    it,    that    no 

good  can  be  added  to  the  character  of  the 
agent  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  the  gocd 
difpojition  of  the  agent  in  fuch  cafes,  is  fuper- 
-natural  operation^  and  without  fuch  opera 
tion,  he  could  not  make  a  right  ufe  of  his 
ability.  To  this  we  reply,  that  if  by 
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fition  is  meant  a  given  power  to  diftinguijh  be 
twixt  motive  and  motive,  and  fo  to  judge  of 
moral  Jitnefs  and  unfitnefs\  or,  a  power  to  a£f 
from  right  motives,  when  fuch  are  prefent  to 
the  mind-,  thefe  cannot  be  given,  becaufe 
they  are  the  powers  which  conititute  a  man 
a  moral  agent,  and  render  him  accountable 
for  his  actions.  Without  them  he  could  not 
be  a  fubject  of  moral  government. 

And  if  you  mean  by  the  term  difpofition, 
God's  presenting  fuch  motives  to  the  mind,  as 
are  necejjary  to  excite  to  right  aftion  \  the  an- 
fwer  is,  that  tho'  God  may  kindly  interpofe, 
and  in  many  inftances,  by  fupernatural  ope 
ration,  prefent  fuch  motives  to  the  mind, 
yet  fuch  operation  cannot  be  always  necef- 

fary  in  order  to  our  doing  good. In 

many  cafes  we  fee  at  once  what  good  ought 
to  be  done,  and  we  do  it  inilantly  of  our- 
felves,  unlefs  the  natural  faculties  be  per 
verted  by  falfe  principles.  If  our  fellow- 
creature  falls  into  the  fire,  or  has  a  fit, 
while  we  are  near  him,  the  fitnefs  of  reliev 
ing  him,  and  the  natural  compafTion  effen- 
tial  to  our  conftitution,  will  make  us  fiy 
to  his  afliftance,  without  a  fupernatural  ope 
ration.  We  want  no  divine  impulfe  to 
make  us  interpofe.  Without  being  reminded, 
we  will  do  our  bed  to  recover  the  man,  if 
fuperilition  or  paffion  hath  not  mifled  the 

natural 
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natural  powers  of  the  mind.  In  a  great 
variety  of  things  the  cafe  is  the  lame, 
and  when  at  a  glance  we  fee  the  fitnefs  of 
adtion,  there  is  an  immediate  produdion 
of  good. 

It  is  not  juft  then  to  afTert  that  the  heart 
cannot  be  the  fpring  of  good  adtions,  with 
out  the  a6tings  of  God.  It  is  the  feat  and 
fource  of  both  evil  and  good.  Man  is  capa 
ble  of  giving  glory  to  God,  and.  of  dci..g 
the  contrary.  He  is  conftituted  to  anfwer 
all  the  purpofes  of  focial  felicity,  and  to 
act  a  part  fuitable  to,  and  becoming  that 
reafon  and  underftanding,  which  God  hath, 
given  him  to  guide  his  fleps-,  and  he  may, 
on  the  contrary,  by  ab.ufing  his  liberty,  a6t 
an  unfocial  part  in  the  creation,  and  do 
great  difhonour  to  his  Maker,  by  the-  eyil: 
imaginations  of  his  heart,  and  the  violence 
his  hand  commits.  This  hath  been  the  Hate 
of  human  nature  from  the  fall  to  the  tiood* 
and  from  the  flood  to  our  tin  e.  The  hu 
man  race  have  a  natural  ability  i  or  good  or 
evil,  and  are  at  liberty  for  the  choice  of 
either  of  thefe.  If  thou  doeft  well,  Cain,  who, 
haft  power )  and  is  at  liberty  to  do  evil,  thou 
fhalt  be  accepted.  And  if  thou  doejl  not  well, 
who  haft  power ,  and  is  at  liberty  to  do  gcod^ 
fin  lieth  at  the  door.  If  this  had  not  been 
the  cafe  of  Cainy  (and  of  others  fince  his 

days), 
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days),  it  feems  to  me  at  prefent,  that  God 
would  act  an  unequal  part  with  his  creatures. 
Can  haf)pincjs  o:  w^ry  oe  called  reward  or 
p  '  .^j.aent)  unlefs  the  creature  can  volunta- 
r  chufe  or  avoid  the  thing  which  renders 
hi.ii  the  o  oject  of  infliction  or  glory  ?  I 
think  not.  For  we  muft  all  appear  before  the 
judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  that  every '  one  may 
receive  the  things  done  in  his  body^  according 
to  that  he  hath  done^  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad.  The  asency  of  a  ferpent  will  be  no 
plea  then,  for  a  Cain,  I  fuppofe :  nor  will 
Abd's  title  to  an  inheritance  depend  only  on 
the  good  brought  forth  in  him  by  the 

I.orct. And  as  to  %  felf-fufficiency  or  inde- 

'  pendency  in  all  this,  as  often  charged,  I  can 

•lee  none,  for  the  reafon  already  given,  to 

'  wit,  tha^  my  natural  powers  are  as  much  the 

g:tt  of  God  to  me  as  fu'pernatural powers  can 

be,  and   render  me  as  dependent  a  being* 

They  are  derived  from  him  :  It  is  his  given 

'powers  I  ufe,  and  if  I  make  a  right  ufe  of 

them,  to  anfwer  the  great  and  wife  purpofe 

I  ./as  created  for,  the  good  application  muft 

be  as  valuable  as  if  I  had  applied  fuperna- 

tural  powers  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

What  you  fay,  Sir,  (Mrs.  Price  anfwered) 

•has  reaibn  in  it,  to  be  fure :  but  it  feems 

inconfiftent  with  the  language  of  the  Bible, 

and  takes  away  the  Grace  of  G#d  intirely, 

and 
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and  the  principal  evidence  of  the  Chriftian 
religion :  As  to  the  necejjary  guilt  of  man 
kind,  Mofes  fays  ; and  God  f aw,  that 

the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth  ; 
and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart,  was  only  evil  continually  :  and  it 
repented  the  Lord,  that  he  had  made  man  on 
the  earth,  &c.  And  again  ; — The  earth  alfo 
was  corrupt  before  God,  and  the  earth  was 
filed  with  violence :  and  God  looked  upon  the 
earth,  and  behold  it  was  corrupt,  for  all  flejh 
had  corrupted  his  way  on  the  earth.  And 
God  faid  unto  Noah,  The  end  of  all  flejh  is 
come  before  me,  for  the  earth  is  filled  with 
violence  thro*  them  ;  and  behold  I  will  deftroy 
them  with  the  earth.  But  Noah  found  grace 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. The  prophet  Je 
remiah  does  likewife  affirm,  The  heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately 
wicked.  And  St.  Paul  declares  from  Pfalm 
xiv  and  liii,  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not 
one  -,  there  is  none  that  underftandeth,  there 
is  none  that  feeketh  after  God.  They  are 
all  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are  altogether 
become  unprofitable ;  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good,  no  not  one.  Their  throat  is  an  open 
fepukhre ;  with  their  tongues  have  they  ufed 
deceit ;  the  poifon  of  afps  is  under  their  lips : 
whofe  mouth  is  full  of  curfing  and  bitternefs. 
Their  feet  are  fwift  to  Jhed  blood.  Deftruc- 
tion  andmifery  are  in  their  ways  •,  and  the  way 
of  peace  have  they  not  known. 

3  Then 
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Then  as  to  grace,  or  the  operation  of  ths 
Spirit,  to  cure  this  miferable  condition  of  man 
kind,  Peter  f aid  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be 
baptized  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  for  the  remiffion  of  fins,  and  ye 
/hall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for 
the  prvmife  is  unto  you  and  your  children,  and 
to  all  that  are  afar  off.  This  is  a  very  ex- 
ten  five  declaration  both  as  to  time  and 
place.  After  Peter  had  told  the  people, 
the  God  of  our  fathers  raifed  up  Jefus  whom 
ye  Jlew,  and  hanged  on  a  tree,  him  hath  God 
exalted  with  his  right  hand,  to  be  a  Prince 
find  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  unto  If- 
rael,  and  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  we  are  his 
witneffes  of  thefe  things,  and  fo  alfo  is  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that 
tbey  him :  the  apoftle  adds,  then  they  (the 
Gentiles)  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.  All 
who  obeyed,  without  diftindtion,  had  the 
Jhfoly  Ghoft  given  them,  and  it  was  a  wit- 
nefs  to  them  of  the  truth  of  Chrift's  divine 
million,  and  the  good  effe6l  of  it,  according 
to  the  promife  of  the  Lord,  to  wit,  he  Jhall 
teftify  of  me. 

St.  Paul  likewife  tells  us,  //  any  man  have 

not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his.  And 

if  Chrift  be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  becaufe  of 

Jin,  but  the  fpirit  is  life,  becaufe  of  right  eouf- 

nefs ;  but  if  the  fpirit  of  him  that  raifed  up 
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Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you,  he  that 
raifed  up  Chriftfrom  the  dead  fo  all  alfo  quicken 
your  mortal  bodies  by  his  fpirit  that  dwelleth  in 
you.  "Therefore,  brethren,  we  are  debtors,  not 
to  the  flefo  to  live  after  the  flejh,  for  if  ye  live 
after  the  flefro  ye  jhall  die ;  but  if  ye  thro*  the 
fpirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  Jhall 
live,  For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
they  are  the  fens  of  God*  For  ye  have  not  re 
ceived  the  fpirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  but 
ye  have  received  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  whereby 
we  cry,  Abba,  Father,  the  fpirit  itfelf  beareth 
ivitnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  the  children 
of  God. — Here  we  fee  the  necefiity  of  having 
the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  that  thofe  who  have 
it  no^  do  not  belong  to  him.  They  are 
none  of  his.  We  may  likewife  obferve,  that 
it  mortifies  the  deeds  of  the  body,  and  quick 
ens  the  foul  to  a  life  of  holinefs  :  the  pafiage 
likewife  mews,  that  the  fpirit  bears  witnefs 
with  our  fpirits,  and  by  an  evidence  peculiar 
to  itfelf,  gives  vis  a  certain  fenfe,  or  under- 
ftanding  of  it. 

In  fhort,  Sir,  a  great  number  of  texts 
might  be  produced,  to  fhew  not  only  the 
work  and  effeft  of  the  Divine  fpirit  upon  out4 
minds  ;  but  that  it  is  an  evidence,  the  princi^ 
pal  evidence  and  ground  of  certainty  to  be 
lievers,  refpecting  the  truth  of  chriflianity. 
I  will  mention  however  only  two  or  three 

more, 
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more,  and  then  fliall  be  glad  to  hear  what 
you  fay  to  thofe  things. 

What  man  knoweth  the  fpirit  of  man,  favs 
the  fpirit  of  man  which  is  in  him  ?  even  fo  the 
things  ofCjqd'  knoweth  no  man,  -but  the  fpirit  of 
God.  Now-  we  have  received  not  the  fpirit  of 
the  world^  hut  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God>  that 
we  might  know  the  things  which  are  freely 
given  to' us  of  God. — Ye  have  an  unftion  from 
the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things,  ^hefe 
things  have  I  written  to  you,  concerning  them 
that  feduce  you ;  but  the  anointing  which  ye 
have  received  of  him,  abide  th  in  you,  and  ys 
need  not  that  any  teach  you,  but  as  the  fame 
anointing  teachethyou  of  all  things,  and  is  truth, 
and  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you, 
ye  Jhall  abide  in  it. — Hereby  we  know  that  he 
abideth  in  us  by  his  Spirit,  which  he  hath  givett 
us.  Hereby  we  know  that  we  dwell  in  him^ 
and  he  in  us,  becaufe  he  hath  given  us  of  bis 
Spirit. 

What  do  you  fay  to  all  this  ?  do  not  the 
facred  pafTages  I  have  repeated  feem  to  de* 
clare  in  the  plaineft  manner  the  neceflary 
iniquity  of  man  •,  that  this  is  to  be  cured 
only,  and  his  nature  rectified  by  the  opera 
tion  of  the  Divine  Spirit  •>  and  that  the  effu- 
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Christianity?  This  appears  to  my  under- 
Handing.  The  very  effence  of  the  Chriilian 
religion,  I  think,  from  thefe  fcriptures,  con- 
fift's  in  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  fpiritual 
principle. 

What  you  have  faid,   Ma- 
dam,  (I  replied)  feems  flrong 

to  this  time.  nefs  of  man^  and  the  operation 
of  the  Spirit i  and  I  fhould  be: 
of  your  way  of  thinking  as  to  the  manifefta-* 
tion  of  it,  but  that  I  imagine  the  thing  may 
be  explained  in  a  different  manner*  Let 
iis  review  our  religion,  if  you  pieafe, 
and  perhaps  we  may  find,  that  another 
account  may  •  be  given  of  fanclifkation, 
and  the  renew-ing  the  mind  into  a  Hate  of 
holineis* 

When  God  called  this  world  into  being^ 
his  purpofe  was,  without  all  peradventure, 
that  his  rational  creatures  might  enjoy  the 
nobleil  pleafures,  and  by  conforming  their 
eonducl  to  the  fitnefs  and  relation  of  things, 
from  a  due  regard  to  the  authority  of  the 
firft  caufe,  by  whom  this  fitnefs  and  relation 
were  wifely  conflituted,  fecure  all  the  blefT- 
ings  of  this  life,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
immortality,  in  fome  future  flate  of  exifi> 
ence.  This  I  think  was  the  cafe.  True 

religion 
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religion  was  to  form  and  fix  every  good  prin 
ciple  in  the  human  mind,  produce  all  righte- 
ouihefs  in  the  conversation,  and  thereby 
render  mankind  the  blefTed  of  the  univerfal 
Father.  They  were  to  worfhip  the  one  true 
God  ;  the  porTeflbr  of  all  being,  and  the  foun 
tain  of  all  good-,  to  believe  in  him,  and 
have  their  truft  and  dependence  always  on 
him ;  to  be  pure  and  peaceable,  gentle  and 
full  of  mercy,  without  partiality,  without  hy- 
pocrify,  and  fo  devoted  to  holinefs  and 
obedience,  to  every  virtue  and  every  good 
work  which  the  law  of  reafon  can  require 
from  men  •,  that  after  a  long  life  fpent  in 
acting  a  part  the  moil  honourable  to  God, 
and  the  moft  advantageous  to  mankind,  in 
obeying  the  diffates  of  reafon^  and  thereby  imi 
tating  the  example  of  God\  they  might  be 
tranilated  to  the  regions  of  immortality  and 
day,  where  the  firlt  and  great  original  dii- 
plays,  as  it  were,  face  to  face,  the  perfections 
of  the  Deity,  and  from  an  all-perfect  and 
holy  Being  receive  the  vaft  rewards  he  has 
prepared  for  thofe,  who,  in  this  firft  ftate, 
have  been,  to  all  the  purpofes  of  life  and 
religion,  perfect  as  he  is  perfect.  For  thefe 
reafons  did  the  fupreme  director,  the  greatefl 
and  the  beft  Being  in  the  univerfe,  command 
the  human  race  into  exiftence.  He  gave 
them  faculties  to  conduct  them  here  thro* 
various  fcenes  of  happinefs  to  the  realms  of 
H  a 


i48          THE    LIFE   OF 

immortality  and  immutable  felicity.   It  was 
a  Godlike  defign. 

But  it  was  not  very  long  before  this  hu 
man  race  became  corrupt,  and  not  only  did 
evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  but  ceafed  to 
apprehend  thefirft  caufe  as  one  moft  perfeft 
mind.  The  natural  notions  of  moral  per 
fection  which  reafon  and  the  light  of  nature 
fupply,  they  no  longer  minded,  nor  thought 
of  what  is  fit  and  reafonable  to  be  done  in 
every  cafe.  The  pafTions  began  to  influence 
and  direct  their  lives :  juft  and  pure  ideas 
of  the  Deity  were  loll,  falfe  ones  took  place, 
and  the  mifchief  and  its  fatal  confequences 
became  very  great.  It  was  a  melancholy 
fcene !  The  exalted  notions  of  one  glorious 
God)  and  of  that  true  religion  which  confifts 
in  the  expectation  of  a  future  ftate,  were  no 
longer  known,  nor  did  the  race  ever  think 
of  approving  themfelves  in  the  eye  of  an 
all-perfeft  and  holy  Being.  Superftition  and 
iniquity  prevailed,  and  the  fpread  of  evil 
was  wide. 

God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was 

great  in  the  earth the  thoughts  of  his 

heart  evil  continually,  &c.  as  you  have  be 
fore  quoted  from  the  book  of  Genejis\  and 
becaufe  the  wickednefs  of  the  tenth  genera- 
don  was  ib  great,  and  men  no  longer  endea 
voured 
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vonred  after  thofe  perfections,    which  are 

natural  and  proper  to  rational  minds ; 

no  longer  thought  of  conforming  themfelves 
to  the  divine  nature,  or  ftrove  to  imitate  the 
excellencies  of  it,  tho'  conftituted  to  give 
glory to  their  Maker ,  and  endued  with  a  reafon 
and  underftanding  Juffident  to  teach  them  the 
rule  of  duty,  and  guide  their  fteps  in  the 
ways  of  true  religion ;  but  againft  the  light 
of  their  own  minds,  acted  the  moil  impious 
and  unfociable  part  ^  therefore  God  repented 
that  he  had  made  them,  that  is,  he  did  what 
is  the  product  of  repentance  in  men,  when 
they  undo,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their  power, 
what  they  repent  of,  and  deftroyed  his  own 
work  by  that  defolating  judgment,  the  flood. 
This  feems  to  be  the  truth  of  the  cafe. 
The  words  of  Mofes  do  not  mean  the  flats 
cf  human  nature  on  account  of  the  fall.  T  hey 
exprefs  only  the  wickednefs  of  the  tenth  gene 
ration  as  a  reafon  for  the  deluge  at  that  time. 
There  is  not  the  leaft  ground  for  aflerting 
from  this  paffage  in  the  facred  hiftorian,  that 
man  was  unable  to  do  good  by  his  natural 
powers,  and  that  his  crimes  were  a  refilling 
the  actings  of  God  upon  his  mind.  The  im 
piety  of  this  generation  was  a  mere  abufe  of 
free  will,  and  acting  againft  the  plain  dic 
tates  of  their  own  minds:  therefore,  when  wil 
ful  oppreffions  and  fenfualities  filled  the  earth, 
God  deftroyed  the  world  by  an  inundation. 
H  3  Neab 
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Noab  only,  who  was  a  juft  man,  and  perfeft 
in  his  generation,  with  his  family  efcaped. 

» 

This  terrible  execution  of  an  awful  ven-* 
geance  on  die  guilty  race,  demonftrated  to 
the  furvivors,  and  to  all  the  ages  to  come,  the 
great  malignity  of  fin,  and  the  uncontroul- 
able  fupremacy  of  the  divine  government. 
As  the  venerable  Patriarch  and  his  family 
failed  over  the  bofom  of  the  boundlefs  ocean 
of  waters,  and  r;bove  the  wrecks  and  ruins 
of  this  terreilrial  world,  they  adored,  to  be 
fure,  with  grateful  hearts,  the  Almighty 
Father  of  virtue,  and  goodnefs,  who  had  fo 
wonderfully  preferved  them,  and  were  con^ 
vinced  by  the  amazing,  linking  evidence, 
that  fin  is  the  greateft  infamy  and  degrada 
tion  of  our  reafonable  nature ;  that  it  has  an 
infuperable  repugnancy  and  irreverfible  con 
trariety  to  our  true  happinefs,  and  is  infa 
mous,  pernicious,  and  ruinous,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  Almighty.  The  dreadful  event 
tmanfwerably  evinced  his  conftant  aclual 
cognizance  of  enormous  faith  and  manners, 
and  his  unchangeable  difpleafure  with  them. 
This  truth,  which  was  learnt  at  firft,  by  the 
expulfion  from  Paradife,  and  the  fad  inhe 
ritance  of  Mortality,  they  faw  again  repub- 
lifhed  in  the  moft  awful  manner.  This 
gave  undoubtedly  a  very  religious  turn  to 
their  minds,  and  they  determined,  to  be 

fure, 
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fn re,  to  adhere  to  thofe  excellent  principles 
and  practices,  which  had  been,  thro'  God's 
goodnefs,  their  fecurity  in  the  general  defo- 
lation,  and  to  flee  the  contrary  malignant 
ones  which  had  procured  that  defola- 
tion  on  the  reft.  In  a  degree  fuitable  to 
their  nature  and  ability,  they  refolved  to 
imitate  the  perfections  of  God,  and  to  em 
ploy  the  powers  and  faculties  of  reafon  in 
endeavouring  to  be  juft,  and  righteous,  and 
merciful.  And  as  the  amazing  operation  of 
God  in  the  deluge  called  for  their  wonder 
and  praife,  we  muft  think  their  hearts  glowed 
with  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs  to  them,  and 
that  they  extolled  his  mercy  and  power  in 
the  falvation  they  had  received.  So  we  are 
told  by  an  infpired  writer.  Noah  reftored 
the  ancient  rites  of  divine  fervice,  and  built 
an  altar  to  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord 
fmetted  a  fweet  favour,  and  faid,  Never  any 
more  will  I  curfe  the  ground  for  man's  fake, 
tho*  the  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  'evil 
from  his  youth;  becaufe  he  will  not  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  with  the  greateft 
ardour  and  contention  of  mind,  labour  to 
attain  a  conformity  to  the  divine  nature  in 
the  moral  perfections  of.  it ;  which  is  the 
true  dignity  of  man,  and  the  utmofr;  ex 
cellence  of  human  fouls.  Neither  will  I 
again  fmite  any  more  every  living  creature  as  I 
have  done.  While  the  earth  remaineth,  feed- 
H  4  time 
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time  and  harveft^  and  cold  and  heat ,  andfummer 
andwinter?  and  day  and  night  Jh all  not  ceafe. 

Thus  did  God  enter  into  a  covenant  with 
Noah^  and  his  ions,  and  their  feed  ;  and  as 
the  late  amazing  occurrences  muft  incline 
the  fpedtators  of  ^st  flood  to  piety  and  goocl- 
nefs  ;  and  the  fathers  of  the  poftdiluvian 
world  were  careful  to  inftruc~t  their  children 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  ftupendous  fact, 
and  from  the  whole  inculcate  the  Being  and 
Perfections  of  God,  his  univerfal  dominion 
and  actual  providence  and  government  over 
all  things,  his  love  of  virtue  and  goodnefs, 
and  infinite  deteftation  of  all  fin  ;  to  which 
we  may  add,  that  the  imitation  of  God  is 
not  a  new  principle  introduced  into  religion 
by  revelation,  but  has  its  foundation  in  the 
reafon  and  nature  of  things ;  •  — we  may 
from  hence  conclude,  that  the  rifing  gene 
ration  were  perfons  of  confpicuous  devotion, 
and  followed  after  the  moral  virtues,  the  ho- 
linefs,  juftice  and  mercy  which  the  light  of 
nature  difcovers.  They  were,  I  believe,  mod 
excellent  mortals  for  fome  time.  They  obeyed* 
to  be  fure,  every  dictate  of  reaibn,  and  adored 
and  praifed  the  invifibk  Deity  ;  the  Supreme 
immutable  mind. 

But  this  beautiful  fcene  had  an  end,  and 
man  once  more  forgot  his  Maker  and  him- 

felf. 
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fclf.  He  proftituteci  the  honour  of  both,  by 
robbing  God  of  the  obedience  due  to  him, 
and  by  fubmitting  himfelf  a  (lave  to  the  ele 
ments  of  the  world.  When  he  looked  up 
to  the  heavens,  and  faw  the  glory  of  the  fun 
and  flars,  inilead  of  praifmg  the  Lord  of  all* 
he  fooliihly  faid,  Thefe  are  thy  Gods,  O 
Man  !  A  univerfal  apoftacy  from  the  primi 
tive  religion  prevailed.  They  began  with, 
the  heavenly  bodies,  or  fydere-al  Gods,  and  pro-- 
ceeded  to  heroes,  bmtes,  and  images,  till  the 
world  was  overflowed  with  an  inundation  of 
idolatry r,  and  fuperftition ;  even  fuch  fuperfti- 
tion,  as  nourifhed,  under  the  notion  of  Re 
ligion,  and  pleafing  the  Gods,  the  moil  bef- 
tial  impurities,  the  moil  inhuman  and  un 
natural  cruelties,  and  the  mofl  unmanly  and 
contemptible/*?///^.  Moral  virtue  and  good- 
neis  were  totally  extinguifhed.  When  men 
had  loft  the  fenfe  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the 
Creator,  Governor^  and  Judge  of  the  world3 
they  not  only  eeafed  to  be  righteous  and 
holy,  but  became  necefTarily  vitious  and 
corrupt  in  practice  •,  for  iniquity  flows  from 
corrupt  religion,  as  the  waters  from  the 
fpring.  The  principles  and  ceremonies  of 
the  eflabliihed  idolatries  gave  additional 
flrength  to  mens  natural  inclinations  to  in 
temperance,  lull,  fraud,  violence,,  and  every 
kind  of  unrighteoufnefs  and  debauchery. 
Long  before  the  days  of  Mofesy  this  was  the 
H  5  general 


154          THE    LIFE    OF 

general  cafe.  Idolatry  had  violated  all  the 
duties  of  true  religion,  and  the  moft  abo 
minable  practices  by  conflitution  were  au- 
thorifed.  The  Pbalti  (n)  and  the  My  Hi 
(12),  rites  that  modefly  forbids  to  explain, 
were  efteemed  principal  parts  of  their  Ritual ; 
virgins  before  marriage  were  to  facrifice 
their  chaftity  to  the  honour  of  Venus ,  (13) 


(11)  Ex  ea  re  turn  privatim  turn  publice,  lignea 
virilia  thyrfts  alligata  per  earn  folemnitatem  geftabant, 
fuit  enim  Phallus  vocatum,  merabrum  virile.     Scha> 
dius  de  diis.  p.  130. 

(12)  Heraclides  Syracufius  libro  de  vetuftis  &  fan- 
citis  moribus  fcribit  apud  Syracufios  in  perfeclis  ther- 
rnophoriis,  ex  fefamo  &  melle  fingi  pudenda  mulie- 
bria,  quze  per  ludos  &  fpe&acula  circumferebantur, 
&   vocabantur  My  Hi.     Athenasi.  Deipnof.  1.   14.  p. 
647. 

(13)  This  is  taken  notice  of  by  the  prophet  Jere~ 

miab. "  The  women  alfo  with  cord^ 

tbet^jle.  l>  "  about  thcm'  flttif^S  in  the  ways,  burn 
"  bran  for  perfume;  but  if  any  of 
"  them,  drav/n  by  fome  that  parTerh  by,  lie  with  her, 
**  fhe  reproacheth  her  fellow,  that  ilie  was  not  thought 
"  as  worthy  as  herfelf,  nor  her  cord  broken."  fia- 
ruch  vi.  43. 

Herodotus  explains  this  paflhge  of  the  Prophet. 
*'  Every  woman  at-JBa&ylox,  fays  the  hiilorian,  was 
*'  obliged,  once  in  her  life,  to  fit  down  openly  in  the 
•'  ternoje  of  fenus,  in  order  to  proftituta  herfelf  to 
"  fofne  ftranger :  they  enter  into  the  temple,  and  fit 

"  down 
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men  were  offered  upon  the  Altars  for  Sacri 
fices  ;  and  children  were  burnt  alive  to  Mo 
loch  and  Adramalech.  In  a  word,  the  moil 
abominable  immoralities  univerfally  prevail- 


"  down  crowned  with  garlands,  fome  continually  go- 
"  ing  out,  and  others  coming  in  :  the  galleries  where 
"  they  fit  are  built  in  a  ftrait  line,  and  open  on  every 
*'  fide,  that  all  ftrangers  may  have  a  free  paflage  to 
"  chufe  fuch  women  as  they  like  bell.  Thofe  women 
"  who  excel  in  beauty  and  ihape  are  fbon  difmiiTed  j 
"  but  the  deformed  are  fometimes  necefiitated  to  wait 
"  -three  or  four  years,  before  they  can  fatisfy  the 
"  law.  The  men  declared  their  choice  by  throwing 
"  money  into  the  lap  of  the  woman  they  moft  ad- 
*'  mired,  which  me  was  by  no  means  to  refufe,  but 
"  inftantly  retire  with  the  man  that  accofted  her,,  and 
"  fulfil  the  law.  Women  of  rank  (for  none  were 
"  difpenfed  with)  might  fit  in  covered  chariots  for 
"  the  purpofe,  whilft  their  fervants  waited  at  a  dif- 
*'  tance  till  they  had  done.'*  Herodot.  L.  I.  c.  196,. 
198,  and  199. 

Strabo  likevvife  gives  us  an  account  to  the  fame  pur~ 

pofe.  1.  1 6.  p.  745. And  Juftin  gives  this  reafon 

for  this  cuftom, — left  Venus  alone  jhould  appear  lafcwi- 
ous.     Ne  fola  impudica  videretur.  1.  1.8.  c.  5. 

As  to  the  breaking  of  the  woman's  caret*  Dr.  Hyd& 
fays,  their  lower  garments  were  tied  with  fmall  and 
weak  cords  made  of  rulhes,  qui.  ad  congrediendum 

erant  frangendi. Purchas  pilgr.  1.  i.e.  12.  p*  65. 

confirms  this  notion ;  having  feen  the  thing  practifed 
in  his  travels  in  the  Eaft.  But  Grotius  on  jBarucA&ys,, 
the  meaning  was,  the  women  had  cords  given  them,, 
as  a  token  that  they  were  under  the  vow  of  proftitution, 
which  when  they  had  performed,  the  ccrd  was  properly 
H  d-  faid 
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ed;  with  the  encouragements  of  religion, 
men  were  led  into  intemperance,  unclean- 
nefs,  murders,  and  many  vices,  inconfiftent 
with  the  profperity  and  peace  of  fociety,  as 


£ud  to  be  broken  ;  for  every  vow  may  be  called  <vincu- 
lum,  or  a  ccrd.  As  I  take  it,  the  cafe  was  both  as 
Hyde  and  Grotius  relate  it.  I  was  in  company  with  a 
physician,  who  had  fpent  many  years  of  his  life  in  the 
Eaft,  and  he  affured  me,  he  had  feen  both  circum- 
ftances  pradifed  in  the  kingdom  of  Cranganor^ 

As  to  the  woman's  burning  incenfe  or  Iran  for  a  per- 
fume,  it  was  the  cuftom  before  coition,  by  way  of 
charm  and  incentive.  When  a  Babylonian  and  his 
wife  had  a  mind  to  correfpond,  they  always  firft  lighted 
pp  the  fuming  pan,  imagining  it  improved  the  paliicn. 
So  in  the  Pharmaceutria  of  Theocritus,  p.  33.  we  fee 
is  uiing  her  incantation,  nunc  furfures  facrifi- 
Hn f for,  the  word  made  ufe  of  in  Jeremiah's 

EpijHe. • And  as  if  all  this  had  not   been  luft 

enough  in  their  religion,  it  was  farther  declared  in 
their  Ritual,  that  thofe  were  befl  qualified  for  they^- 
cerdolalfim5iic>n,  who  were  born  of  mothers  who  con 
ceived  them  of  their  own  fons. 

In  refpeft  of  human  faeriiices,  if  you  would  have  a 
full  account  of  them,  confult  the  following  authors, 
and  you  will  find  that  the  Canaanites  were  far  from 
being  the  only  Pagans  who  were  guilty  of  this  unna 
tural  barbarity Selden  de  diis  Syris  Segort.  i.  c. 

6.  and  all  the  authors  he  quotes.  Grotius  on  Dent, 
xviii.  Ifaac  Vof.  de  Orig.  Idol.  1.  2.  c.  5.  Dion.  Vol- 
jfius  on  Maimon,  de  Idol.  c.  6.  Lud  Vives  notes  on  St. 
Aug.  de  Civil:.  Dei,  1.  7.  c.  19. — Ouzelius  &Elnien- 
fyorihus  notes  on  Min.  Fcelix.  Spencer  de  Leg.  Hebr. 
1.  z.  c,  13.  And  Fa&ricius,  Bibli<igraphia,  c.  9. 

well 
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well  as  with  the  happinefs  of  private  perfons ; 
and  that  fuch  iniquities  might  have  a  per 
petual  fource,  the  moft  fhameful  idolatries 
were  preferved  in  oppofition  to  the  know 
ledge  and  worfhip  of  the  One  true  God.  So 
general  was  this  corruption  and  idolatry, 
that  the  infection  feized  the  defcendants  of 
Shew,  the  pious  race.  Even  Terah,  the 
father  of  Abram,  we  find  charged  with  it. 
And  Abram  himfelf  was  culpable,  I  think, 
in  this  refpe6t,  as  the  word  Afebes  imports. 
It  is  rendered  in  our  Bible  ungodly,  but  it 
fignifies  more  properly  idolatry,  and  that  is 
what  St.  Paul  in  the  4th  chapter  to  the 
Romans  hints.  The  Apoftle  fpeaking  of 
Abraham,  fays, — But  to  him  that  worketh 
not,  but  believeth  in  him  that  juflifieth 
the  ungodly,  that  is,  an  ungodly  idolater,  who 
has  no  manner  of  claim  to  the  blefTmgs  of 
God,  he  mult  be  juftified  upon  the  foot, 
not  of  his  own  prior  obedience,  but  of  God's 
mercy. 

In  fuch  a  calamitous  ft  ate,  a  Revelation 
to  reftore  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  make 
it  more  fully  and  clearly  known,  to  en 
force  its  obfervance,  to  afford  helps  and  mo 
tives  to  the  better  performance  of  what  it 
enjoys,  and  relieve  the  guilty  mind  againil 
all  its  doubts,  would  certainly  be  a  merci 
ful  vouchfafement  from  God  to  mankind, 

and 
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and  be  much  for  their  advantage  and  hap- 
pinefs  j  and  therefore,  in  the  year  from 
the  flood  428,  to  provide  for 
the  refboration  of  the  true  re 
ligion,  and  preferve  the  know 
ledge  and  worfhip  of  the  One 
true  God  on  earth,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  prevailing  idolatry,  and  the 
grofs  immoralities  that  were  the  effects  of 
idolatrous  principles  and  practices,  Jehovah 
commanded  Abraham  to  leave  his  country, 
his  kindred,  and  his  father's  houfe,  and 
proceed  with  his  family  to  the  land  of  Ca 
naan.  Here  God  entered  into 
Covenants  with  Abraham  and 
his  pofterity,  to  be  inftruments 
in  the  hands  of  providence  for 
bringing  about  great  defigns 
in  the  world — that  he  and  his 

Abraham;™,  fterk    wefe  tQ  be  th     Church 

a  temporal  co-      r  c  J  r 

or  God,  and  depolitaries  or  a 
hope  that  the  Covenant  limited 
to  Abraham  and  his  chofen 


Bp.  Sherlock 
on  prophecy, 
*wellol>fer<ves9 
that  tivo  co 
venants  were 
given  to 


veriant,  to 

take  place  in 

the  land  of 

Canaan—/^       r  i       r  \ 

other  a  cove-      fed>   Was.  tO    grOW   In  the  flll~ 

nefs  of  time  into  a  blefling 
upon  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Abraham  was  at  this 


nant  of  better 
bope,  to  be 
performed  in 
a  better  coun- 
try.  p.  134. 


time  75  years  old,  and  God 
added  to  the  patriarchal  wor 
fhip  the  vifible  mark  of  Circumcifion^  as  a  feal 
of  a  covenant  between  himfelf  and  Abraham. 

Yet 
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Yet  how  fit  foever  fuch  a  vifible  mark 
might  be,  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  co 
venant  between  God  and  the  family  of 
Abraham,  it  was  found  in  experience,  in- 
fufficient  to  preferve  them  from  the  idola 
trous  cuftoms  of  their  neighbours. 

Some  new  laws,  fome  further  conftitutions 
of  worfhip  were  to  be  added,  or,  as  the 
family  of  Abraham  were  fituated  in  the 
midft  of  idolaters  and  unrighteous  ones,  it 
was  forefeen  they  would  foon  fall  from  the 
efientials  of  religion  ;  and  inflead  of  pre- 
ferving  a  right  knowledge  of  God,  of  his 
Being,  Perfections  and  Government,  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  reverence  all  men  owe  to 
him,  from  a  firm  belief  of  his  Being,  Power, 
Dominion,  Juftice  and  Goodnefs,  and  an 
hearty  concern  to  obey  the  known  Will  of 
God  in  all  things  \  doing  what  is  pleafing 
in  his  fight,  leeking,  and  hoping  their  per 
fection  and  happinefs,  in  the  likenefs,  and 
in  the  image  of  God  -,  they  would,  on  the 
contrary,  ferve  other  Gods?  and  make  their 
idolatry,  not  a  matter  of  harmlefs  fpecula- 
tion,  but  a  fountain  of  the  mofl  dangerous 
immoralities  ;  and  therefore,  as  it  was  highly 
//  in  itfelf,  and  well  becoming  the  wiiclom 
of  God,  he  gave  Mofes  a  chriftianity  in 
hieroglyphics,  that  is,  a  tabernacle,  a  Jhechi- 
nah,  a  friefthood,  an  altar,  facrifices,  laws, 
moral  and  ceremonial,  with  every  conftituent 

part 
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part  of  the  Hebrew  ritual ;  being  figures 
of  a  better  fhechinah,  temple,  priefl,  altar, 
facrifice,  revelation,  and  blefiings — figurative 
reprefentations  of  the  more  perfect  conftitu- 
tions  in  the  days  of  Meffiah  the  King. — 
This  was  in  the  year  875  after  the  flood, 
and  1491  before  Cbrift.  By  a  ritual  fo 
becoming  the  wifdom  of  God,  given  for 
a  prefervative  againfl  idolatrous  principles, 
and  as  a  difpenfation  preparatory  to  that 
future  heavenly  religion,  the  Hebrew  nation 
were  guarded  againfl  the  furrounding  cor 
ruptions  of  the  world,  and  raifed  up  the 
defenders  of  true  religion,  to  preferve  the 
knowledge  and  worihip  of  the  One  true  God. 

But  as  mankind  would  not  follow  the 
light  of  nature,  which  is  fufficient,  when 
attended  to,  for  a  conftant  univerfal  prac 
tice  of  piety  and  morality  \  fo  neither  would 
they  be  engaged  by  various  revealed  laws, 
from  time  to  time  given,  and  by  the  calls 
and  lefTons  of  many  prophets,  to  the  prac 
tice  of  true  religion  and  righteoufnefs  •,  but 
as  the  heart  is  the  feat  and  fource  of  wicked- 
nefs  in  man,  according  to  the  prophet  "Jere- 
miah)  fo  even  the  hearts  of  the  Jews  became 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately 
wicked.  And  the  Prophet  goes  on  to  {hew, 
not  the  neceffary  inability  of  man  without  ex 
periences,  or  an.  operating  fpirit  within,  (as 

you 
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you  fuppofe,  madam)  j  but  that,  thoj  men 
thus  wickedly  deceive  one  another,  yet 
they  cannot  poflibly  by  fuch  a  wilful  defpe- 
rate  piece  of  wickednefs  deceive  their  Ma 
ker,  becaufe  to  him  the  mofl  fecret  recefles 
of  their  hearts  lie  open  •,  and,  confequently, 
in  the  iffue,  they  deceive  themfelves,  feeing 
God,  who  knows  the  deceit  which  is  lodged 
in  their  hearts,  will  render  unto  them  ac 
cording  to  their  works,  and  according  to 
the  fruit  of  their  doings :  fo  that  their 
hope  and  expectation  will  be  difafpointed^ 
even  as  a  partridge  is  difappointed,  that 
fitteth  on  eggs,  and  hatcheth  them  not. 

And  as  St.  Paul  fays  from  the  xiv»  and 
liii.  pfalm,  there  was  none  righteous,  no 
not  one  •,  there  is  none  that  underftandeth, 
there  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God  ;  and 
fo  on,  as  you,  madam,  have  quoted  the 
verfes ;  in  which  the  Apoftle  did  not  intend 
to  mew  the  neceffary  pollution  of  man  with 
out  the  help  of  grace ;  but  the  groundleffnefs 
of  that  opinion  which  the  Jews  had  gone 
into,  that  they  were  the  only  people  which 
pleafed  God  -9  for  they  were  as  guilty  as  the 
Gentiles  were  in  tranlgrefling  the  law  of  na 
ture.  Neither  of  them  had  any  legal  title 
to  juftification.  They  were  all  very  great 
tranfgrefibrs.  The  throat  of  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile  an  open  fepulchre :  their  tongues,  deceit : 

the 
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the  poifon  of  afps  under  their  lips  :  their 
mouths,  full  of  curfing  and  bitternefs  :  their 
feet,  fwift  to  fhed  blood,  Deft  ruction  and 
mifery  in  their  ways  :  and  the  way  of  peace 
have  they  not  known  :  Therefore  the  juftifi- 
c  at  ion  of  the  Jew  as  well  as  the  Gentile  mud 
be  of  grace ,  aad  not  of  debt. 

In  this  was  manifeiled  the  ineflimable  love 
of  God  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
Jefus  Chrift.  Tho*  Jew  and  Gentile  were 
qualified  to  difcern  and  do  both  good  and  evil, 
and  the  jew  had  a  written  law  as  a  further 
afliftance,  but  never  thelefs  they  violated  the 
plain  dictates  of  natural  reafon,  and  the  di 
vine  precepts  of  the  law,  and  by  unrighte- 
oufneis  and  impurity,  rendered  themfelves 
objects  of  judgment  and  condemnation  •,  yet 
the  father  of -the  univerfe,  in  compafllon  to 
mankind,  fent  a  divine  teacher  from  heaven, 
Chrift)  the  true  Prophet  that  was  to  come  into 
the  world,  and  by  his  divinely  revealed  tefli-: 
mony  and  authority,  attempts  to  abolifh 
the  fuperftition  of  men,  reclaim  their  wick- 
ednefs,  and  bring  them  back  to  the  true 
fpiritual  wormip  of  God,  and  to  that  ho- 
linefs  of  life  and  manners,  which  is  agree 
able  to  the  uncorrupted  light  and  dictates 
of  nature.  This  was  love.  The  bleffed 
God,  in  companion  to  human  ignorance 
and  wickednefs,  contra<5ted  by  men's  own 

fault, 
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fault,  gives  them  an  exprefs  revelation  of  his 
will,  and  re-eflablifhes  the  rule  of  pure  un- 
corrupt  religion  and  morality.  He  declares 
thofe  terms  of  finful  man's  reconcilement  to 
•him  which  he  was  pleafed  to  accept.  Grace 
is  manifeited  in  the  gofpel  to  turn  men  from 
their  vanities ',  or  idol  fervice^  unto  the  living 
God)  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  by  the 
doftrine  andfacrijice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  re* 
deem  us  from  all  iniquity r,  and  purify  tohimfelf 
a  peculiar  people^  zealous  of  good  works : — ? 
3'hat  denying  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts^ 
we  Jhall  live  foberly,  right  eoujly^  and  godly  in 
this  prefent  world ^  looking  for  that  bleffcd  hope^ 
and  the  glorious  Appearance  of  the  great 
God  >  who  wilj  judge  the  world  by  that  di 
vine  peifon  and  great  temporary  minifter, 
whom  he  fent  before  to  defbroy  fin,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  ;  and  to  bring  mankind 
into  a  perfect  obedience  to  the  will  of  the 
fupreme  Being.  This  renders  chrifiianity  -a 
heavenly  thing.  Revelation  thus  explained 
is  beautiful  and  ufeful  to  an  extreme  de 
gree.  It  does  not  contradict,  but  ftrcngthea 
the  obligations  of  natural  religion. 

Your  account,  Sir,  (Mrs.  Price  anfwered) 
of  man  and  religion  is  different  indeed  from 
mine,  and  I  muft  allow  your  explications 
have  reafon  in  them :  but  flill  they  do 
not  fatisfy  me,  nor  can  I  part  with  rny 

own 
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own  opinion.  Two  things  in  particular 
to  me  appear  very  ftrange  in  your  fcheme. 
It  feems  to  take  away  the  neceffity  of  the 
chriflian  revelation,  if  natural  religion,  duly 
attended  to,  was  perfect,  and  fufficient  for 
virtue  and  holinefs,  and  thereby  to  gain 
the  favour  of  God.  If  reafon  alone  can 
do  the  work,  if  men  pleafe,  then  what 
need  of  the  gofpel  ? — If  men  will  confi- 
der,  (and  without  confideration  no  fcheme 
can  be  of  fervrice),  they  may  as  well  turn 
their  thoughts  to  the  law  of  nature  as  to 
the  law  of  grace,  if  there  is  no  difference 
betwixt  the  rule  of  nature  and  the  law 
of  Chrift,  with  regard  to  the  knowledge  of 
God,  the  maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
the  worfnip  due  to  him  or\  that  account^ 
and  the  practice  of  virtue  and  morality. 

In  the  next  place,  if  I  underftand  you 
right,  the  grace  of  God  is  of  no  ufe  at  all 
in  religion,  as  you  account  for  falvation. 
What  is  out  of  order  within  us,  in  the 
mind  and  its  faculties,  the  will  and  its  af 
fections,  and  wants  to  be  fet  right  in  good 
thoughts  and  works,  our  own  reafon,  in 
your  notion  of  religion,  is  fufficient  to  regu 
late,  and  unaffifted  by  the  illumination  of 
the  holy  fpirit  of  God,  we  may  live  in  an 
uncorrupted  ftate  of  piety  and  morality,  and 
fo  fave  our  fouls,  if  we  pleafe.  This  is 

what 
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what  I  cannot  believe.  The  grace  of  God 
in  the  gofpel  is  the  glory  and  comfort  of  the 
chriflian  religion.  A  divine  operation  that 
renews  and  fanctifies'the  mind  is  an  invalu 
able  bleflmg,  and  in  a  manner  inexprefiibly 
charming  fatisfies  me  beyond  hefitation,  that 
the  chriftian  religion  is  true,  while  it  puts 
me  in  the  actual  pofTeiFion  of  the  good  ef 
fects  of  it.  The  fpirit  of  God  difcovers  to 
me  the  ftate  of  my  own  mind,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  chriilian  life,  fets  my  follies, 
my  neglects,  and  my  failings,  in  order  be 
fore  me,  which  is  the  firft  right  ftep  in  or 
der  to  the  overcoming  them  i  and  then  ob- 
ierving  the  difcoveries  I  was  not  able  to 
make  myielf,  and  having  a  ftrong  faith  in 
the  divine  power  and  furficiency,  I  am  en 
abled  to  gain  victories  my  miufrident  realbn 
could  never  obtain.  May  this  divine  moni 
tor  then  abide  in  my  bread.  It  is  by  the 
heavenly  afliftance  of  the  holy  fpirit  only, 
as  vouchfafed  in  the  chriftian  dilpenfation, 
that  I  can  fecure  for  myfelf  eternal  life. 
The  wife  and  prudent  of  this  world  may 
think  as  they  pleaie  of  this  matter,  and  pro 
duce  reafonings  againfl  it  beyond  my  power 
to  anfwer  •,  but  for  my  part,  I  mult  confider 
it  as  the  principle  of  my  fahation,  and  think 
I  cannot  be  thankful  enough  for  the  ineflt- 
mable  blefling.  It  is  to  me  a  glorious  in- 
fiance  of  the  great  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God. 
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Madam,  (I  replied)  in  relation  to  youi? 
firft  objection,  that  I  make  no  difference 
between  revealed  and  natural  religion,  for 
nature  is  as  fufficient  as  grace,  in  my  ac 
count,  I  allure  you  that  I  think  the  revela^ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  excels  the  belt  fcheme  of 
natural  religion  that  could  be  prppofed ;  in 
declaring  the  terms  of  reconcilement,  in 
demonftrating  the  divine  wrath  againft  fin, 
in  the  method  of  fhewing  mercy  by  the 
death  of  God's  beloved  Son,  and  the  pro- 
mife  of  free  pardon  on  the  condition  of  re 
pentance  and  newnefs  of  life.  This  man* 
ner  gives  unfpeakable  comfort  to  repenting 
fmners.  It  gives  the  greateft  encouragement 
to  engage  them  to  the  love  of  God  and  the 
practice  of  all  his  commandments  •,  an  en 
couragement  that  reafon  could  not  difcover. 
To  chriftianity  therefore  the  true  preference 
is  due.  Tho'  philofophy  or  the  doctrine  of 
reafon  may  reform  men,  yet  the  chriftian 
religion  is  a  clearer  and  more  powerful  guide* 
It  improves  the  light  of  reafon  by  the  fuper* 
natural  evidence  and  declaration  of  God's 
will,  and  the  means  of  man's  redemption  is 
a  more  efficacious  motive  and  obligation  to 
univerfal  obedience  than  nature  could  ever 
with  certainty  propofe.  A  revelation  that 
has  the  cleareft  and  ftrongeft  evidence  of  be 
ing  the  divine  will,  muft  be  the  moft  eafy 
and  effectual  method  of  inftru&ion,  and  be 
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more  noticed  than  the  belt  human  teaching  : 
and  this  will  of  God  being  truly  and  faith 
fully  committed  to  writing,  and  preferved 
uncorrupt,  muft  always  be  the  beft  and 
fureii  n.ii  nd  manners.  It  is  a  rule 

)  free  from  all  thofe  errors  and  fu- 
peritidons,  both  of  belief  and  practice, 
which,  no  human  compofure  was  ever  before 
fre^  from,  or,  probably,  would  have  been 
free  from,  without  the  afliftance  of  fuch  a 
revelation.  Nor  is  this  all  This  is  not 
the  only  fuperior  excellence  of  our  holy 
religion. 

A  Mediator  and  crucified  Redeemer 
brought  into  the  Chriftian  revelation,  has  a 
noble  effect  on  a  corifidering  mind,  and 
fliews  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  gofpel-dil- 
periiation.  The  wifeft  and  molt  rational 
heathens  ever  were  for  facrifices  and  media 
tors,  as  the  greatnefs  of  God  was  thereby 
declared,  and  that  not  only  fin  deferved  pu* 
nifhment,  but  mens  lives  to  be  forfeited  by 
their  breach  of  the  divine  laws :  and  when 
a  divine  perfon,  made  man^  like  unto  us,  ap 
pears  inftead  of  all  other  mediators,  by  whom, 
as  the  inftrument  of  the  means  of  falvation, 
We  are  to  offer  up  our  prayers  to  the  Only 
true  God  ;  and  his  voluntary  dying  in  tefti- 
mony  of  the  truth  of  his  million  and  doc 
trine,  is  appointed  to  be  inftead  of  all  other 

facrifices, 
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facrific.es,  and  to  remain  a  memorial  that 
God  requires  no  atonement  of  us,  but  re~ 
pcntance  and  newnefe  of  life ;  and  the  fpotlefs 
virtues  and  obedience  of  this  divine  Re 
deemer,  are  to  be  a  moft  perfect  and  mov 
ing  example  for  us  to  imitate  -, this  ren 
ders  chriftianity  worthy  of  God,  and  makes 
it  the  perfection  of  religion.  Great  then  are 
the  advantages  which  the  Revelation  of  Chrift 
Jefus  has  above  mere  reafon,  darkened  by  the 
clouds  of  error  and  a  general  corruption. 
It  is  the  mod  perfect  rule  of  life.  It  is  the 
moft  powerful  means  to  promote  a  conilant 
uniform  practice  of  virtue  and  piety.  It 
advances  human  nature  to  its  higheft  per 
fection,  fills  it  with  all  the  fruits  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  grant  us  privileges  and  blefT- 
ings  far  fuperior  to  what  we  could  attain  any 
other  way. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  objection,  that 
I  take  away  the  grace  of  God,  to  preferve 
the  dignity  of  human  nature,  this  is  far  from 
my  intention.  I  do  indeed  think,  that  as  the 
Gofpel  was  given  for  the  nobleft  purpofe; 
to  wit,  to  call  in  an  extraordinary  manner 
upon  mankind,  to  forfake  that  vice  and  ido 
latry^  the  corrupt  creed  of  polytheifm,  the 
guilt  of  fuperftition,  their  great  iniquities, 
violent  paflions,  and  worldly  affections, 
which  are  all  contrary  to  reafon,  and  dif- 

grace 
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grace  human  nature ;  and  to  practife  that 
whole  fyftem  of  morality,  which  they  muft 
know  to  be  moft  ufeful  to  them  ; — that  they 
might  turn  to  a  religion  which  had  but  One 
object,  the  Great  Inviiible  Being,  all-know 
ing  and  all-fufEcient,  to  whom  all  the  intel 
ligent  world  are  to  make  their  devout  appli, 
cations ;  becaufe  he  is  an  infinite,  independ 
ent,  fovereign  mind,  who  has  created  all 
things,  and  abiblutely  rules  and  governs  all ; 
pofTefles  all  natural  perfections,  exilts  in  all 
duration,  fills  all  fpace  with  his  prefence, 
and  is  the  amnifcient  witnefs  of  all  their  dif 
ficulties  and  wants  •, and  that  fmce  they 

were  bound  by  all  the  ties  of  moral  duty  to 
obey  this  one  God,  and  obferve  the  rational 
inilitutions  of  religion,  therefore  they  mould 
make  it  the  labour  of  their  whole  lives  to  ex 
cel  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  and  by  vir 
tue  and  piety  unite  themfelves  to  God,  and 
entitle  themfelves  to  glory  at  the  great  day  : 
— That  as  this  is  the  nature,  end,  and  de- 
fign  of  the  chriftian  revelation,  fo  I  do  think 
the  go/pel  of  our  fahation,  the  word  of  trutb^ 
(as  an  apoftle  calls  it)  is  fufficient  for  the 
purpofe,  without  immediate  impulfes.  As  we 
have  a  reafonable,  intellectual  nature,  there 
is  no  want  of  mechanical  powers.  The 
words  of  Chrift,  which  are  the  words  of 
God,  are  our  life,  and  will,  if  attended  to, 
powerfully  enable  us  to  pradife  good  works 
VOL,  I,  I 
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and  to  excel,  and  perfevere  therein.  I  can 
do  all  thefe  things,  thro*  Chrift,  who  ftrength- 
eneth  me,  that  is,  thro'  the  written  directions 
of  Chriil,  and  through  the  arguments  and 
motives  of  the  chriftian  doctrine.  To  fay 
otherwife  of  the  gofpel,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
injurious  to  it. 

God  may,  to  be  fuce,  give  fpecial  aids  to 
men,  whenever  he  thinks  fit.  He  may,  by 
an  extraordinary  agency,  render  our  faculties 
more  capable  of  apprehenjion,  where  divine 
things  are  concerned  :— may  awaken  a  dor 
mant  idea,  which  lay  neglected  in  the  me^ 
mory,  with  unulual  energy  ;— may  fecretly 
attract  the  more  attentive  regard  of  the  mind, 
and  give  it  an  inclination  and  an  ability  of 
tracing  its  various  relations,  with  an  unufual 
attention,  fo  that  a  luftre  before  quite  un 
known  mall  be  (as  it  were)  poured  upon  it ; 
— the  fpirit  of  God  may  render  the  mind 
more  fufceptibk  and  more  tenacious  of  divine 
knowledge  •,  I  believe  he  often  does  by  in- 
terpofition,  if  in  the  fpirit  of  Chriit's  doclrine 
we  afk  it  of  the  great  Father  of  Lights,  the 
Author  of  all  the  under  ft  aw  ding  divided  among 
the  various  ranks  of  created  Beings  •,  who, 
as  he  firft  forr,ied  the  minds  of  angels  and 
men,  continues  the  exercife  -of  their  intellec 
tual  faculties,  arui  one  way  or  other  communi 
cates  to  them  all  the  knowledge  of  every  kind 

which 
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-which  they  poilels  \  (in  which  view  all  our 
knowledge  of  every  kind  may  be  called  a  re 
velation  from  God,  and  be  afcribed,  as  it  is  by 
Elibu  in  Job,  to  the  inspiration  of  the  Al 
mighty).  This  the  holy  Spirit  may  do,  and 
difFipate  a  prejudice  that  oppofes  truth.  But 
this  is  not  always  necefTary,  nor  always  to 
be  expected*  It  is  evident  from  the  gofpel, 
that  our  Lord  rather  fpeaks  of  his  word  and 
doflrine,  as  the  aids  to  fave  mens  fouls,  than 
of  himfelf,  or  fpirit,  perfonally  confidered. 
Abiding  in  him?  and  he  in  them,  as  neceiiary 
to  their  bearing  fruit,  fignifies  a  ftrict  and 
Heady  regard  to  his  word,  and  the  influence 
of  that  upon  our  minds.  If  ye  abide  in  me, 
and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  Jhatt  ajk  what 
ye  will,  and  it  Jhall  be  done  unto  you  :  that  is, 
If  you  continue  to  believe  in  me,  and  to  pay  -a 
fteady  regard  to  my  doctrine,  you  will  be  higl-y 
acceptable  to  God. 

In  moit,  as  no  man  can  come  unto  me  (fays 
our  Lord),  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent 
me  draw  him :  that  is^  no  man  will  receive 
my  pure,  fublime,  and  fpiritual  doctrine,  un- 
lefs  he  have  firft  gained  fome  juft  apprehen- 
fions  concerning  the  general  principles  of 
religion  :  but  if  he  has  a  good  notion  of 
God  and  his  perfections,  and  defires  to  ad 
vance  in  virtue,  he  will  come  unto  me,  and 
hearken  to  that  revelation,  which  contains 
I  2  the 
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the  beft  directions  for  the  performance  of  all 
the  duties,  and  the  greateft  incitement  to 

virtue,  piety,  and  devotion  : fo,  no  man 

can  come  to  the  Father  but  by  the  Son,  that 
is,  by  obeying  the  written  word,  and  pro 
ceeding  in  that  way  in  which  the  Son  has 
declared  it  to  be  the  will  of  the  Father,  that 
men  fhonld  come  to  him,  namely,  by  keeping 
God's  commandments,  and  by  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life;  there  being  no  other 
name  or  way  given  among  men,  but  this 
way  given  or  declared  by  Jefus  Chrift,  by 

which   they    may    be    faved. In    all 

this,  there  is  not  a  word  of  fupernatural 
light  or  operation  •,  though  fuch  operation, 
as  before  obferved,  there  may  b.\  There 
is  not  a  hint  of  man's  natural  inability. 

To  the  glorious  gofpel  then,  the  go/pel  of 
cur  foliation,  the  word  of  truth,  the  word  of 
life,  let  us  come,  and  with  diligence  and  im 
partiality  ftudy  it.  Let  us  follow  the  truth 
we  there  find  in  every  page,  and  it  will  en 
able  us  to  triumph  over  the  temptations  of 
allurement  and  of  terror.  We  fhall  become 
the  children  of  God  by  the  fpirit  of  adop 
tion.  We  (hall  be  ealy  and  happy  in  this 
life,  and  glorious,  and  ever  bleiled  in  that 
which  is  to  come.  If  we  obey  the  gofpel  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  hearken  to  his  word,  he 
will  take  us  under  his  guardian  care.  He 

defcended 
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defcended  from  heaven,  to  deliver  us  from 
everlafting  ruin,  he  purchafed  us  with  the 
price  of  his  own  blood,  and  if  we  live  up 
to  the  word  of  truth,  he  will  conduct  us 
fafely  through  life  and  death,  into  the 
abode  of  holy  and  happy  fpirits,  and  at 
length  raife  our  bodies  from  the  duft,  and 
fix  our  compleat  perfons  in  a  ilate  of  im 
mortal  glory  and  felicity. This  is  my 

fenfe  of  religion.  Where  I  am  wrong,  I 
mall  ever  be  glad  to  be  fet  right. 

Mrs.  Pricz  made  no  reply,  and  fo  ended 
this  remarkable  converfation.  On  whofe 
fide  the  truth  is,  the  reader  is  to  judge. 
What  me  lays  for  fuper  natural  operation  is 
flrong  and  pious,  to  be  fure-,  and  con- 
fidering  Mrs.  Price  had  no  learning,  and 
was  almoft  without  any  reading,  I  thought 
it  very  wonderful  to  hear  her  on  this, 
and  many  other  fubjects.  She  was  fuch 
another  genius  as  Chubb,  but  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  queftion ;  if  fhe  had  been  able 
to  write  as  fenfibly  and  correctly  as  me 
talked  en  feveral  articles  of  religion,  fhe 
would  have  made  a  good  author.  So  much, 
goodnefs  and  good  fenfe  I  have  not  very 
often  found  in  her  kind.  They  merit  a 
memorial  in  a  journal  of  the  curious 
things  that  have  occurred  to  me  in  my 
life-time. 

I  3  28.  The 
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28.  The  1 3th  of  June  1725,  I  took  my 

leave    of  my  friend,  John  Pricey  and   his  . 

admirable   wife,    promiiing  to   vific  them 

again  as  foon  as  it  was  in   my  power,  and 

proceeded  on    my   journey  in 

My  departure  cueft  of  jVfn  Burner.      I  would 
frcftiLr'ilCpjn  i  -n    •  -i 

Stanemore,*  not  , kt    Price    g°     With     me> 

junker  &-  °n  iecond  thoughts,  as  many 

jcr:piion  of  fad  accidents  might  happen  in 

ibvwH»*d  tf^  rou^h  and  defolate  part  of 

Jotitar,  part  V  \  i  i-    r    • 

oftb'twU.  the  world,  and  no  relief  in 
fuch  cafe  to  be  found.  If  I  fell, 
there  was  no  one  belonging  to  me  to  fhed  a 
tear  for  me  :  but  if  a  mifchief  mould  befal 
Jack  Price*  his  wife  would  be  miferable 
indeed,  and  I  the  maker  of  a  breach  in 
the  fweeteft  fyftem  of  felicity  that  love 
and  good  fenfe  had  ever  formed.  This 
made  me  refufe  his  repeated  offers  to  ac 
company  me.  All  I  would  have  was  a 
boy  and  horfe  of  his,  to  carry  fome  pro- 
yifions  wet  and  dry,  as  there  was  no  pub- 
lie-houfe  to  be  found  in  afcending  thofe 
tremendous  hills,  or  in  the  deep  vales  thro' 
which  I  muft  go  •,  nor  any  houfe  that  he 
knew  of  beyond  his  own. 

With  the  rifmg  fun  then  I  fet  out,  and 
was  charmed  for  feveral  hours  with  the  air 
and  views.  The  mountains,  the  rocky  pre 
cipices,  the  woods  and  the  waters,  appeared 

in 
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in  various  finking  ficuations  every  mile  I 
travelled  on,  and  formed  the  moil  aftonim- 
ing  points  of  view.  Sometimes  I  was  above 
the  clouds,  and  then  crept  to  inchanting 
vallies  below.  Here  glins  were  feen  that 
looked  as  if  the  mountains  had  been  rent 
aiunder  to  form  the  amazing  fcenes  ••,  and 
there,  foreils  and  falling  ftreams  covered 
the  fides  of  the  hills.  Rivers  in  many  places, 
in  the  mod  beautiful  cafcades,  were  tum 
bling  along  ;  and  cataracts  from  the  tops 
of  mountains  came  roaring  down.  The 
whole  was  grand,,  wonderful,  and  fine. 
On  the  top  of  one  of  the  mountains  I 
palled  over  at  noon,  the  air  was  piercing 
cold,  on  account  of  its  great  height,  and  fo 
fubtle,  that  we  breathed  with  difficulty,  and 
were  a  little  fick.  From  hence  I  law  feveral 
black  fubjacent  clouds  big  with  thunder, 
and  tlv:  lightening  within  them  rolled  back 
wards  and  forwards,  like  mining  bodies 
of  the  brighten:  luflre.  One  of  them  went 
off  in  the  grander!  horrors  thro'  the  vale- 
be  Jow,  and  had  no  more  to  do  with  the 
p'.ke  I  was  on,  than  if  it  had  been  a  fum- 
mit  in  another  planet.  The  fcene  was  pro 
digious  fine.  Sub  pedibus  vettf.os  &  rauca 
tomtrua 


.     Till  the  evening,  I  rid  and  walked  it,,  and 

ill  numberlefs  windings   round    unpafTable 

1  4  hills,, 
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hills,  and  by  the  fides  of  rivers  it  was  im- 
pofTible  to  crofs,  journeyed  a  great  many 
miles  :  but  no  human  creature,  or  any  kind 
of  houfe,  did  I  meet  with  in  all  the  long 
way;  and  as  I  arrived  at  laft  at  a  beau 
tiful  lake,  whofe  banks  the  hand  of  nature 
had  adorned  with  vaft  old  trees,  I  fat  down 
by  this  water  in  the  made  to  dine,  on  a 
neat's  tongue  I  had  got  from  good  Mrs. 
Price ;  and  was  fo  delighted  with  the  ftrik- 
ing  beauties  and  ftillnefs  of  the  place,  that 
J  determined  to  pafs  the  night  in  this 
fweet  retreat.  Nor  was  it  one  night  only, 
if  I  had  my  will,  that  I  would  have 
refted  there.  Often  did  I  wifh  for  a  coa- 
venient  little  lodge  by  this  fweet  water 
Jide,  and  that  with  the  numerous  fwans,  arid 
other  fowl  that  lived  there,  I  might  have 
fpent  my  time  in  peace  below,  till  I  was  re 
moved  to  the  eftablilhed  feat  of  happinefs 
above. 

20.  Had  this  been  pofiible, 

A  refieflion.         T     n        i  i    i  •  j   j 

I  mould  have  avoided  many 
an  affliction,  and  had  known  but  few  of 
thofe  expectations  and  difappointments  which 
render  life  a  fcene  of  emptinefs,  and  bitter- 
nefs  itfelf.  My  years  would  have  rolled  on 
in  peace  and  wifdom,  in  this  fequeftered, 
delightful  fcene,  and  my  filent  meditations 
had  been  productive  of  that  good  temper 

and 
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and  good  action,  which  the  refurre<ftion  of 
the  dead,  the  diflblution  of  the  world,  the 
judgment  day,  and  the  eternal  ftate  of  men, 
require  us  to  have.     Free  from  the  various 
perplexities  and  troubles  I  have  experienced 
by  land  and  fea,  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,    I  ihould  have  lived,  in  this  para- 
dife  of  a  place,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
fine  happinefs,  which  eaiy  country  bufmefs 
and  a  ftudious  life  afford  j  and  might  have 
made   a    better    preparation  for  that  hour 
which  is  to  difunite  me,  and  let  my  invi- 
fible  fpirit  depart  to  the  mades  of  eternity. 
Happy  they,  who  in  fome  fuch  rural  retire 
ment  can  employ  fome  ufeful  hours  every  day 
in  the  management  of  a  little  comfortable 
farm,  and  devote  the  greater   portion    of 
their  time  to  facred  knowledge^  heavenly  piety, 
and  angelic  gcodnefs^  which  cannot  be  dif- 
folved  when  the  thinker  goes,  nor  be  confined 
to  the  box  of  obfcurity,  under  the  clods 
of  the  earth;  but  will  exift  in  our  fouls 
for  ever,  and  enable  us  to  depart  in  peace 
to  the  happy  regions.     This  has  ever  made 
me  prefer  a  retired  country  life,  when   it 
was  in  my  power  to  enjoy  it.     But  be  it 
town  or  country,    the  main  bufinefs,    my 
good  readers,   fhould  be  to  fecure  an  in 
heritance  in  that  eternati  world,  where  the 
fanclified  live  with  God  and   his   Chrift. 
Getting^    keeping   multiplying  money,  .drefs* 
I  5  phtfure* 
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pie  a  fur  e^  entry  •,  are  not  only  little  things 
for  fuch  beings  as  we  are  :  they  are  indeed 
fad  principal  work  for  creatures  that  are 
faffing  away  to  an  everlafting  ftate  i  there 
to  lament  their  loft  day,  and  talents  mif- 
applied,  in  dreadful  agonies,  in  the  ha 
bitations  of  darknefs  •,  --  or  to  remain  for 
ever  in  the  habitations  of  light,  peace,  and 
joy,  if  you  have  laboured  to  obtain,  and 
improve  in  the  graces  and  virtuous  quali 
ties  which  the  gofpel  recommends.  Thefe 
are  the  treafure  and  poflfeflkxi  worth  a 
Chriftian's  acquiring.  Thefe  only  are  port 
able  into  the  eternal  world  •,  when  the  body 
that  was  cloathed  in  purple  and  fine  linen, 
and  fared  fumptuouQy  every  day,  is  laid  in 
a  cold  and  narrow  cave.  Take  my  advice 
then,  reader.  Be  ready.  Let  us  fo  think  and 
aft  in  this  firft  ftate,  that  in  the  next  we  may 
meet  in  the  regions  of  purity  and  righteoui- 
neis,  ferenity  and  joy. 

30.    The  lake  I  have  rnen- 
A*  account  of    tioned  was  the  largeft  I  had 

•fin  extraordi-       feen    jn    thjs    wjjd  t      fr- 

nary  effulion  A 

of^aterfrom 


and 


, 

&  mountain.  more  than  half  a  mile  broad  ; 
and  the  water  that  filled  it 
burft  with  thegreateft  impetuofity  from  the 
in  fide  of  a  rocky  mountain,  that  is  very 
wonderful  to  behold.  It  is  a  vail  craggy 

precipice, 
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precipice,  that  afcends  till  it  is  almoft  out  of 
fight,  and  by  its  gloomy  and  tremendous  air5, 
ftrikes  the  mind  with  a  horror  that  has  fome- 
thingpleafinginit.    This  amazing  cliff  ftands 
perpendicular  at  one  end  of  the  lake,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  few  yards,  and  has  an  opening 
at  the  bottom,  that  is  wide  enough  for.  two 
coaches  to  enter  at  once,  if  the  place  was  dry,. 
In  the  middle  of  it,  there  is  a  deep  channel^, 
down  which  the  water  rufhes  with  a  mighty 
fwiftnefs  and  force,  and  on  either  fide  the  ftone- 
rifes  a  yard  above  the  impetuous  ftream... 
The  afcent  is  eafy,  flat  and  plain.    How  far  it- 
goes,  I  know  not,  being  afraid  to   afcend 
more  than  forty  yards-,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  terrors  common  to  the  place,  from 
the  fall  of  fo.  much  water  with  a  flrange; 
kind  of  roar,  and  the  height  of  the  arcru 
which  covers  the  torrent  all  the  way  •,  but: 
becaufe  as  I  went  up,  there  was  of  a  Hidden 
an  increafe  of  noife  fo  very  terrible,  that  my 
heart  failed  me,  and  a  trembling  almofldif- 
abled  me.     The  rock  moved  under  me,  as; 
the  frightful  founds  encreafedr  and  as  quiclc 
as  it  was  poflible  for  me,  I  came  into  day/ 
again.     It  was  well  I  did-,  for  I  had  not: 
been  many  minutes  out,  before  the  water- 
overflowed  its  channel,  and  filled  the  whole 
opening  in  rufhing  to  the  lake.     The  in 
creafe  of  the  water,  and  the  violence  of  the 
difcharge,  were  an  aftonifhing  fight.     I  had! 
a  great  efcape.. 


j8o          THE    LIFE    OF 

3 1.  As  the  rocky  mountain  I 
<fte  caufe  of  jiave  mentioned,  is  higher  than 
#£$P  either  Snowden  in  North-Walts* 
from  the  in-  or  Kedar-Idris  in  Merioneth/hire^ 
fide  of  the  (which  have  been  thought  the 
mountain,  higheft  mountains  in  this  ifland) 

anditsludden        \        •       •     •     r  IT  -i 

encreafe.  tnat  ls>    lt:  1S  W*   a    m"e  anc*  a 

half  high  from  the  bafis,  as  I 
found  by  afcending  it  with  great  toil  on  the 
fide  that  was  from  the  water,  and  the  top 
was  a  flat  dry  rock,  that  had  not  the  leail 
fpring,  or  piece  of  water  on  it,  how  lhall 
we  account  for  the  rapid  flood  that  pro 
ceeded  from  its  infide  ?  Where  did  this 
great  water  come  from  ? — I  anfwer,  might 
it  not  flow  from  the  great  abyfs — and  the 
great  encreafe  of  it,  and  the  fearful  noife, 
and  the  motion  of  the  rock,  be  owing 
to  fome  violent  commotion  in  the  dbyfa 
occafioned  by  fome  natural  or  fupernatural 
caufe  ? 

32.  That  there  is  fuch  an 

The  origin  of        ^     nQ   Qne    caR    d      fa       h 
earthquakes.        ,   vi  ,     -  •,     c 

believes  revelation,  and  from 
reafon  and  hiftory  it  is  credible,  that  there 
are  violent  concuffions  on  this  vail  collecli.on 
of  water,  by  the  divine  appointment :  and 
therefore,  I  imagine  it  is  from  thence  the 
water  of  this  mountain  proceeds,  and  the 
great  overflowing  and  terrifying  found  at 

certain 
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certain  times.  To  this  motion  of  the  abyfs, 
by  the  divine  power  exerted  on  it,  I  afcribe 
the  earthquakes  •,  and  not  to  vapour.,  or  elec 
tricity.  As  to  electricity,  which  Dr.  Stukeley 
makes  the  caufe  of  the  deplorable  downfall 
of  Lifbon*^  in  his  book  lately  publilhed, 
(called,  The  Philofophy  of  Earthquakes), 
there  are  many  things  to  be  objected  againft 
its  being  the .  origin  of  fnch  calamities  : — 
one  objection  is,  and  it  is  an  infnpera- 
ble  one,  that  electrical  mocks  are  ever 
momentary,  by  every  experiment,  but  earth 
quakes  are  felt  for  feveral  minutes.  Ano 
ther  is,  that  many  towns  have  been  fwallow- 
ed  up  in  earthquakes,  though  Lifbon  was 
only  overthrown.  Such  was  the  cafe  of  the 
city  of  Callao^  within  two  leagues  of  Lima. 
Though  Lima  was  only  tumbled  into  rains, 
October  28,  1746;  yet  Callao  funk  down 
right,  with  all  its  inhabitants,  and  an  un 
fathomable  fea,  now  covers  the  fined  port 
in  Peru,  as  I  have  feen  on  the  fpot. — In 
the  earthquake  at  Jamaica^  June  7,  1692, 
in  which  feveral  thoufands  perifhed,  it  is 
certain,  that  not  only  many  houfes,  and  a 
great  number  of  people,  were  entirely  fwal- 
lowed  up  \  but  that,  at  many  of  the  gap- 
ings  or  openings  of  the  earth,  torrents  of 


November  I,   1755* 


watery 
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water,  that  formed  great  rivers,  iffued  forth. 
This  I  had  from  a  man  of  veracity  thtn  on 
the  fpot,  who  was  an  eye-witneis  of  thefe 
things,  and  expected  himfelf  every  minute 
to  defcend  to  the  bowels  of  the'earth,  which 
heaved  and  fvvelled  like  a  rolling  fca.  Now 
to  rne  the  electrical  ilroke  does  not  appear 
iiifiicient  to  produce  thefe  things.  The 
power  of  electricity,  to  be  fure,  is  vaft  and 
amazing.  It  may  canfe  great  tremors  and 
undulations  of  the  earth,  and  bring  down 
all  the  buildings  of  a  great  city  :  but  as  to 
fplitting  the  earth  to  great  depths,  and  forc 
ing  up  torrents  of  water,  where  there  was  no 
fign  of  the  fluid  element  before,  I  queflion 
much  if  the  vehemence  of  the  elemental, 
electric  fire  does  this. — Befide,  when  moun 
tains  and  cities  fink  into  the  earth,  and 
the  deepeft  lakes  are  now  feen  to  fill  all 
the  place  where  they  once  flood,  as  has 
been  the  cafe  in  many  countries,  whence 
ccuid  thefe  mighty  waters  corne,  but  from 
the  abyfs? — - — The  great  lake  Qrcquaniur 
in  Pegu,  was  once  a  vaft  city.  In  Jamaica, 
there  is  a  large  deep  lake  where  once  a 
mountain  flood. — — In  an  earthquake  in 
China^  in  the  province  of  Sanci^  deluges  of 
water  burfl  out  of  the  earth,  Feb.  7,  1556, 
and  inundated  the  country  for  180  miles. 
Many  more  inftances  of  this  kind  I  might 
produce,  exclufive  of  Sodom.,  t  the  ground  of 
x  which. 
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which  was  inundated  by  an  irruption  of 
waters  from  beneath,  (which  now  forms  the 
Dead  fea)  after  the  city  was  deftroyed  by 
fire  from  above ;  that  the  land  which  had 
been  defiled  with  the  unnatural  lufts  of  the 
inhabitants  might  be  no  more  inhabited, 
but  remain  a  Lifting  monument  of  the  di 
vine  vengeance  on  fuch  crimes,  to  the  end 
of  the  world  :  and  the  ufe  I  would  make  of 
thofe  I  have  mentioned,  is  to  (hew,  that 
thefe  mighty  waters  were  from  the  furious 
co-ncuflion'  of  the  abyfs  that  caufed  the 
earthquakes.  Electricity,  I  think,  can  never 
make  leas  and  vail  lakes  to  be  where 
there  were  none  before.  Locbsrne^  in  the 
county  of  Fermanagh,  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter  in  Ire/axd,  is  thirty  three  miles  long, 
and  fourteen  broad,  and,  as  the  old  Irifh 
chronicle  informs  usr  was  once  a  place 
where  large  and  populous  towns  appeared, 
till  for  the  great  iniquity  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  people  and  their  fair  habitations  were 
deftroyed  in  an  earthquake,  and  mighty 
waters  from  the  earth  covered  the  place, 
and  formed  this  lake.  Could  the  ele&rical 
firoke  produce  this  fea  that  was  not  to  be 
found-  there  before  the  deftrnclion  ?  Is  it 
not  more  reaionable  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch 
vaft  waters  have  been  forced  by  a  iuperna- 
tural  commotion  from  the  great  abyis,  in 

the 
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the  earthquake  that  deilroyed  the  towns 
which  once  flood  in  this  place  ? 

To  this  then,  (till  I  am  better  informed) 
I  mu ft  afcribe  i'uch  earthquakes  as  produce 
great  rivers  and  lake'  :  rind  where  no  waters 
appear,  I  believe  rhe  earthquakes  are  cauled 
by  the  im.»  ic  "iat».  f.nger  of  God;  either 
operating  on  the  a'^yfs,  tho'  not  fo  as  to  make 
the  water  break  out  on  the  earth  9  or  by  di 
recting  the  electrical  violence  or  ftroke ;  or 
otherwife  acting  on  the  ruined  cities  and 
mattered  places. 

33,  For- my  part,  I  think  it 
A  reflection  is  a  grievous  miftake  in  our 
onfecond  philofophical  enquiries,  to  at 

CtTff)e™1         %n*  f°  mUch  t0  feCOnd    CallleS 

being  not'  as  the  learned  do.  The  go- 
only  at  the  vcrnment  of  the  univerfe  is  gi- 
leadofna-  ven  to  matter  and  motion,  and 
*  wiry  pL?of  ™der  pretence  of  extolling  ori- 
/>.  "  gina^  contrivance,  the  execution 

of  all  is  left  to  dead  fubftance. 
It  is  juft  and  reafonable  (even  Newton  and 
Maclaurin  fay)  to  fuppofe  that  the  wbok 
chain  of  caufes,  or  the  feveral  f tries  of  them> 
mould  center  in  him,  as  their  fource  and 
fountain ;  and  the  whole  fyftcm  appear 
depending  upon  him,  the  only  inde 
pendent  caufe.  Now  to  me  this  fuppofi- 

tion 
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tion  does  not  appear  either  juft  or  rea- 
fonable.  I  think  the  noble  phenomena  of 
nature  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  the  immediate 
operation  of  the  Deity.  Without  looking 
for  a  fubtile  elaftic  medium,  to  produce  gra 
vity,  which  medium  Sir  Ifaac  confefles  he 
had  no  proof  of  -,  nor  is  there  in  reality  fuch 
a  thing  in  the  univerfe  -,  I  imagine  the  di 
vine  Newton  would  have  done  better,  if, 
after  eflablifhing  the  true  fyilem  of  nature, 
by  demonftrating  the  law  of  gravity,  he  had 
faid  this  gravity  was  the  conftant  and  «»- 
deniable  evidence  of  the  immediate  influence 
of  the  Deity  in  the  material  univerfe.  A 
feries  of  material  caufes  betwixt  Deity  and 
Effett,  is,  in  truth,  concealing  him 
from  the  knowledge  of  mortals  for  ever. 
In  the  moral  government  of  the  world,  fe- 
cond  caufes  do,  becaufe  free-agents  act  a 
part  •,  but,  in  the  material  univerfe  to  apply 
them,  to  me  feems  improper,  as  matter  and 
motion  only,  that  is,  mechanifm,  come  in 
competition  with  the  Deity.  Molt  certainly 
he  conftantly  interpofes.  The  Divine  Power  is 
perpetually  put  forth  throughout  all  nature. 
Every  particle  of  matter,  muft  necefTarily,  by 
its  nature,  for  ever  go  wrong,  without  the  con 
tinued  ad  of  Deity.  His  everlafting  interpo- 
fition  only  can  caufe  a  body  moving  in  a  circle 
to  change  the  direction  of  its  motion  in  every 
point.  Nor  is  it  pofllble  for  fubtile  matter,  the 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  caufe  of  gravity,  to  know  to  impel 
bodies  to  a  center,  with  quadruple  force  at 
half  the  diflance. 

And  as  in  gravity,  and  in  the  coke/ion  of 
the  farts  of  matte  r,  the  Deity  is,  and  -afts 
in  the  motion  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  and  in 
the  refiftance  the  leaft  panicles  make  to  any 
force  that  Would  feparate  them;  ib  is  his 
immediate  power  (I  think  for  myfelf )  exert 
ed  not  only  in  earthquakes  and  tides,  but  ia 
the  circulations  of  the  blood,  lymph,  and 
chyle,  in  mufcular  motion,  and  in  various 
other  phenomena  that  might  be  namedi 
Books  I  know  have  been  written,  and  inge 
nious  books  they  are,  to  mew  the  caufes  of 
thefe  things,  and  trace  the  ways  they  are 
performed  by  the  materials  themfelves ; 
but  thefe  explications  never  fatisfied  me. 
I  had  as  many  queflions  to  afk,  after  read 
ing  thefe  books,  as  I  had  before  I  looked 
into  them,  and  could  find  no  operator  but 
infinite  power  conducted  by  infinite  wifdom. 

As  to  the  force  of  the  mcon, 

Th?  pcriodi-         .  .r  .  /  ,      ,          ,.     . 

cal  Ltions  of      in   raliing  ^^  and'  that  A 

•the  waters  of  tides  arc  produced  by  the  fnm 
the  fea,  ow-  of  the  atli.ons  of  the  two  lumi- 

ingto  imma-      ^         when    the  ^;;  ^  jn  ^ 

terial  power.  ,  .  .      „  * 

zygy,  there  is  a  deal  oi  fine  ma 
thematical  realoning  to  prove  it,  which    the 

reader 
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reader  may  find  in  Dr.  Ha/ley's  abftraft  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Ne-wtorfs  theory  of  the  tides ;  and  in 
Dr.  RutfarfoftMs  fyilem  of  natural  philo- 
Ibphy  :  but  neverthelefs,  the  concomitance 
of  water  and  luminary,  or  the  revolutions 
of  ocean  and  moon  anfwirring  one  ano 
ther  ib  exac'tiy,  that  the  flow  always  hap 
pens  when  the  moon  hangs  over  the  occ;io> 
and  the  fpring  tides  when  it  is  nearer  the 
earth,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
new  and  full  moon  ; — this  does  not  prove 
to  me,  that  the  periodical  flux  and  re 
flux  of  the  fea  is  derived  from  mecha- 
nifm.  As  we  have  two  ebbs  and  two 
flows  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  moon 
comes  but  once  in  that  time  to  our  me 
ridian,  how  can  the  fecond  ebb  and  ftow 
be  aicribed  to  it  ?  and  when,  beneath 
the  horizon,  in  the  oppofite  hemifphere, 
the  moon  crofles  the  meridian  again,  is 
it  credible,  that  from  the  eaftern  and 
fouthern  ocean,  round  Good-Hope  and  Cape- 
Horn,  it  mould  as  foon  overflow  our  coafts, 
as  v;hen  it  is  vertical  to  the  mores  of 

•Guinea? If  the    moon    (in  conjunction 

with  the  fun)  by  preffion  and  attraction* 
was  the  principal  caufe  of  flux  and  re 
flux*  why  is  there  no  eftablifhed  tide  on  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  tho5  of  a  vaft  breadth, 
and  two  thoufand  miles  in  length,  from 
the  S freights  of  Gibraltar  to  the  coafts 

of 
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of  Syria  and  Paleftine  \  but  only  fame 
irregular  and  unaccountable  fuellings  and  falls 
in  a  few  places  of  this  fea,  to  wit,  at 
Turns,  Meffina,  Venice,  and  Negropont ;  and 
thele  /wettings,  as  I  have  kac^  flowing  fome 
times  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  times  in  24  hours  \ 
in  the  moil  irregular  manner ;  againft  the 
fixed  laws  of  prej/ion  and  attraction,  afcribed 
to  the  moon  and  fun,  on  a  iuppo  ition  of 

their  caufing  the  tides  ? If  pr^ilon^  and 

thtjhvzg  attractive  power  of  tlu  MOW,  and 
the  weaker  influence  of  the  fun*  :o"~es  the 
immenfe  ocean  twice  a  day  frqrn  its  natu 
ral  quietus,  and  rolls  it  in  tk'es,  why  has 
the  Cafpian  Sea  no  ¥tde-9  no  ^veiling  or 
How,  regular  or  irregrkr,.  €xc:e:aing  that 
fometimes,  in  the  fpace  of  16  years,  and 
never  fooner,  it  riles  mauy  fathoms,'  and 
drowns  the  adjacent  country,  to  the  al- 
mofl  ruin,  fometimes,  of  Aft-racan  in  Afia- 
tic  Ruffia ;  as  happened  when  1  was  there 
to  embark  for  Perfia  ? — If  it  be  faid,  that 
this  is  properly  a  lake,  having  no  com 
munication  with  the  ocean  ;  yet,  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  in  every  quality  of  ialtnefs,  etc. 
as  much  a  fea  as  any  other  fea  •,  and  large 
enough  for  the  luminaries  attraction  and 
freffion;  being  500  miles  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  near  400  miles  in  breadth 
from  eaft  to  weft :  I  fay,  large  enough  to 
avoid  continuing  mcefjarily  in  equilibrio,  as 

Dr. 


JOHN    BUNGLE,    Eso^    189 

Dr.  'i\.utherforth  fays  muft  be  the  cafe, 
on  account  of  the  fmall  extent  of  this  fea. 
500  by  400  miles  of  fea,  does  not  require 
that  fuch  a  fea  mould  prefs  equally,  or 
that  the  gravity  of  its  water  mould  be 
equally  diminiihed  in  every  part  of  it, 
and  fo  out  of  the  powers,  addititious  and 
ablatitious,  of  the  luminary ;  that  is,  the 
force,  with  which  the  moon  encreafes  the 
waters  gravity,  and  the  force,  with  which 
the  moon  diminimes  the  waters  gravity. 
If  the  moon  in  zenith  or  nadir  did  the 
work,  the  equilibrium  of  the  Cafpian  might 
be  defrayed  as  well  as  any  other  equili 
brium  of  water,  by  force,  addititious  or 
ablatitious^  or  by  the  fum  of  thefe  forces  : 
therefore,  there  might,  by  this  theory,  be 
tides  in  the  Cafpian  fea,  though  not  great 
ones.  There  are  fmall  as  well  as  great 
tides.  The  tides  of  the  Atlantic  ocean 
are  inferior  in  every  refpect  to  thofe  of 
the  larger  Pacific  ocean.  A  quarter  of  a 
great  circle  of  the  earth,  that  is,  an  extent  of 
ocean  from  eaft  to  weft  90°,  is  only  re 
quired  that  the  tides  may  have  their 
full  motion.  A  tide  of  lefs  motion  may 
be  in  fuch  an  extent  of  fea  as  the  Cafpian. 

In  the  laft  place,  how  does  the  theory 
of  tides  account  for  the  regular  peculia 
rity  of  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  Atlantic^ 

different 
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different  from  all  ether  tides  ->  while  at 
Eathjha  in  the  kingdom  of  Funquin,  there 
never  is  more  than  one  tide  in  24  hours  ; 
and  fome  days,  no  tide  ?  —  For  my  part,  I 
refolve  the  whole  into  the  immediate  power 
of  the  Deity.  'This  power  is  gravity  r,  attrac 
tion^  repulfe.  The  inactivity  of  matter  requ  i  res 
the  conftancy  and  univerjality  of  divine  power 
to  fupport  the  material  univerfe,  and  move 
it  as  occafion  requires  ;  that  is,  as  infinite 
wifdom  fees  moil  conducive  to  the  benefit  of 
his  creation. 

Men  of  fine  imagination  may 
Earthquakes      mafce   a  wonderiul   diiblav  of 

the  eftett  of  ,  -11  • 

mathematical    learnin     in   ac- 


counts  of  gravity,  etc.  combin 
ed  with  the  principles  of  mecha- 
nifm  •,  and  eleftricity,  which  is  called  the 
immediate  officer  of  God  Almighty  ;  but 
the  truth  is,  a  conjlant  repetition  of  di- 
vine  affs  in  regular  and  irregular  motions 
of  the  earth  and  the  feas.  The  finger 
of  God  moves  the  land  and  the  waters. 

In  the  cafe  of  earthquakes^  as  electricity  or 
aerial  power,  is  insufficient  to  produce  them, 
in  my  opinion,  for  two  reafons  before  gi 
ven  ;  to  wit,  that  the  eleffrical  ftroke  is 
ever  Jingle  and  momentary,  but  the  vibra 
tions  of  the  earth,  in  a  quake,  are  often 

3  and 
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3  and  4  minutes,    and  have  held  to   7  #27- 

»#/&r -and  that,  beficles  the  fwelling  and 

trembling  of  the  earth,  it  has  fo  opened 
at  thole  times,  as  t;o  fwaliow  not  only 
houies  and  people,  but  even  mountains, 
and  to  lend  forth  great  rivers  and  vaft 
waters.  And,  as  fubterranean  fire  and  va 
por,  I  think,  can  never  do  fuch  work,  for 
many  reafons  that  may  be  offered,  we 
mil  ft,  I  think,  afcribe  the  earthquakes  to 
the  immediate  impreflion  of  divine  power ; 
by  which  a  city  is  tumbled  into  ruins  in 
three  or  four  minutes,  in  the  fad  man 
ner  Lijlon  was  deitroyed  the  firft  of  No 
vember ',  1755:  or,  the  water  of  the  great 
abyfs  is  -with  fuch  violence  moved,  that 
it  makes  the  arches  of  the  earth,  and 
where  infinite  wifdom  directs,  is  enabled 
by  Almighty  Power  to  open  the  globe 
with  tremendous  noifes,  and  pour  forth 
vaft  torrents  of  water,  to  cover  a  land 
where  once  a  flourishing  city  has  flood.  The 
eleclric  flroke  cannot  be  more  dreadful 
than  fuch  exertion  of  omnipotence.  The 
immediate  action  of  the  Deity,  to  deftroy, 
muft  be  as  efficacious  furely  as  any  fub- 
ordinate  agent  or  caufe :  and  it  muft  be 
more  terrible  to  the  mind,  as  there  can 
be  no  fuppofition  of  accident  in  ruin  this 
way :  but  we  fee  as  it  were  the  almighty 
arm,  exerting  an  irrefiltible  force,  that 

could 
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could  in  the  fame  few  moments  that  a 
large  town  and  its  inhabitants  are  deftroy- 
ed,  make  the  whole  world  into  one  dread 
ful  ruin,  or  feparate  it  into  nothing.  To 
my  apprehenfion,  the  aerial  power  of  elec 
tricity  is  not  fo  fearfully  ftriking,  as  the 
Creator's  appearing,  on  the  fpot,  to  flake 
terribly  the  earth :  and  if  we  confider,  that 
it  is  on  account  of  fin,  that  God  refigns 
his  'omnipotence  to  his  wrath,  and  com 
mands  his  whole  difpleafure  to  arife,  muft  not 
this  account  of  an  earthquake  have  the  great- 
eft  tendency  to  reform  the  manners  of  the 
furviving  people  ? 

As  to  mufcular  motion,   if 

in  account  of     k  be  rj    hd      confldered     it  ap_ 
mufcular  mo-  i    •    i  i 

tion;  and  P^rs  very  plainly  to  proceed 
that  it  is  from  a  living  force,  imprefled 
caufed  by  a  a]y  extra ;  that  mechanifm  does 

%£££      not  afi  as  ca"fe  in   this  affair  > 

but  the  divine  power   affs   in 

the  cafe,  as  it  does  in  many  different  places 
of  the  human  body  at  once,  and  with  inex- 
prefiible  variety. 

Various  are  the  accounts  that  learned  men 
have  given  of  mufcular  motion,  and  ingeni 
ous  are  their  reaibnings  on  the  fubject :  but 
they  are  not  fatisfaclory,  nor  do  they  at  all 
explain  the  thing,  and  account  for  it.  What 
is  a  mufcle  ?  It 
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It  is  to  be  fure  a  bundle  of  fmall  blood 
veffels,  confirming  of  arteries  and  their  re 
turning  veins,  laid  one  upon  another  in 
their  parallel  plates,  running  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  mufcle  -9  and  at  fmall 
intervals,  thefe  blood  vefTels,  or  longitudi 
nal,  red,  and  flefhy  fibres,  are  contorted  and 
bound  about  -with  fmall,  tranfverfe,  and  fpi- 
ral  ramifications  and  twinings  of  the  nerves. 
This  is  a  mufcle  :  it  has  two  ends,  or  -ten 
dons,  fattened  to  two  bones,  one  of  which 
is  fixed,  and  the  other  moveable  -,  and  by 
the  contraction  of  the  mufcle,  the  moveable 
bone  is  drawn  upon  its  fulcrum  towards  a 
fixed  point.  This  is  indifputable ;  and  it 
is  likewife  certain,  that  the  mufcles  are  to 
be  diftinguifhed  into  thofe  of  voluntary, 
and  thofe  of  natural  or  necefiary  motion :  that 
the  voluntary  mufcles  have  antagonifts, 
which  act  alternately  in  a  contrary  direc 
tion,  that  is,  are  contracted  by  the  com 
mand  of  the  will,  while  the  others  are 
ilretched,  and  again  are  extended,  while 
the  others  are  contracted:  but  the  ne 
cefiary  mufcles  have  contracting  and  ex 
tending  powers  within  themfelves,  and  need 
no  antagonifts. 

This  being  the  true  ftate  of  the  mufcles, 
the  queftion  is,  what  caufes  that  elafticky, 
fpring,  or  power  of  contraction  and  refto- 

VOL,  I,  K  ration^ 


THE    LIFE    OF 

ration,  which  their  nervous  coats  and  fibres 
have,  to  recover  themfelves  againfl  a  given 
weight  or  force  that  ftretches  them  ?  The 
reply  is,  that  many  unanfwerable  reafons 
.can  be  given  to  prove,  that  this  contractive 
reftitutive  force  does  not  depend  on  the 
mixture,  efFervefcence,  or  rarefaction  of 
any  fluids,  humours,  or  liquors  v/ithin  the 
body  j  and  there  is  one  convincing  experi 
ment  that  mews  it. 

Lay  open  the  thorax  of  a  dog,  (as  I  have 
often  done)  and  take  a  diflinct  view  of  that 
famous  mufcle,  the  heart,  in  its  curious  and 
wonderful  motion,  while  the  animal  is  ftiil 
alive.  In  diaftole^  the  mufcle  is  very  red  and 
florid,  foft  and  yielding  to  the  touch,  and 
thro' it  the  vital  fluid  glows  and  fhines-,  it 
appears  in  this  ftate  fully  repknifhed  and 
diftended  with  blood  :  but  mfyftole*  as  foon 
as  it  begins  to  contract,  and  the  blood  r limes 
out  by  the  compreflion  of  the  contracting 
fibres,  the  heart  lofes  its  florid  colour •,  and  be- 
.  comes  pale  and  livid*  compact  and  folid*  and 
evinces  that,  during  this  ilate  of  it,  the 
mufcle  contracts  inwardly  into  its  own  denfe 
fubftance,  and  takes  up  lefs  fpace  than  be 
fore,  till  it  returns  to  its  diaflole :  then  the 
blood  which  flowed  from  it  with  velocity, 
during  fyftole  through  the  coronary  veins 
into  the  auricles*  ruflies  back  into  it  through 

the 
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the  coronary  arteries^  reflores  the  glowing 
ilorid  colour,  and  inflates  the  mufcle,  in 
order  to  flrain  the  nerves  for  the  next 
contraction.  It  is  plain  from  hence,  that 
the  heart  'has  lefs  blood  and  fluid  in  time 
of  contraction^  and  that  the  contraction  is 
not  caufed  by  the  addition  of  another 
fluid  from  the  nerves,  as  the  learned  have 
•afferted. 

And  as  to  what  they  fay  of  the  longitu 
dinal  fibres  being  divided  into  innumerable 
little  cells  or  bladders,  which  have  commu 
nications  with  the  blood-vefiels  and  nerves, 
and  that  in  thefe  veficles  the  blood   and 
nervous  fluid  mix,  ferment,  and  by  rare 
faction  and  expanfion  fwell  and  blow  up 
the  cells,  and  thereby  inflate  and  diftend 
the  mufcle,  and  increafe  its  thicknefs,  while 
its  length  is  fhortened : this  is  fo  per 
plexed  and  unreafonable  an  hypothecs,  that 
I  am  aftonifhed  how  men  of  fenfe  ever  came 
to  think  of  fuch  a  doctrine.     There  is  no 
fuch  nervous  fluid  to  be  found,  to  caufe 
this  fermentation,  rarefaction,  &c.    and  if 
there  was,  expanfive  force  muft  lengthen  as 
well  as  thicken,  and  the  mufcle  could  not 
be  fhortened  in  length,  and  fwelled  in  thick 
nefs.    The  natural  action  of  the  fluids  upon 
the  folids  is,  to  increafe  dimenfions  propor- 
tionably  every  way,  that  is,  in  the  direction 
K  2  of 
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of  the  axis  and  conjugate  diameter  equally. 
Befide,  if  there  was  expanfwn^  circulation 
111  uft  flop.  The  diftention  of  the  veficles, 
and  the  rapid  exit  of  the  rarifying  fluid, 
could  not  be  at  once. 

The  plain  account  of  the  matter  is  then, 
that  mufcular  motion  is  performed  by  tbe  elaf- 
iicity  of  tbe  nervous  fabrill*^  contracting  'and 
reftoring  themf elves  again/I  the  ftretching  force 
•cf  the  circulating  blood.  The  contraction  of 
the  mufcle  ftraitens  and  comprerTes  the 
'blood-veflels,  and  forces  the  blood  with 
impetuofity  through  the  heart;  and  this 
Squeezing  -or  propelling  force  gives  the 
fluid  an  impetus,  that  makes  it  return 
'with  violence  upon  the  mufcle,  in  the 
courfe  of  its  circulation  ;  then,  by  force 
and  impulfe,  it  ftretches  the  tranfverfe  and 
fpiral  nervous  fibres,  and  fo  extends  the 
•contracted  mufcle,  that  drove  it  by  contrac 
tion  from  itfelf.  Upon  this,  the  blood- 
Veffels  having  obtained  their  crae  extent  and 
capacity,  the  diftending  force  of  the  blood 
of  coniequ^nce  ceales :  but  the  moment  it 
tioes,  the  contradlive  po^ver  of  the  nerves 
;begins  to  a6b  again,  and  reftores  them  to  a 
"Contracted  denfe  ftate,  by  a  force  exactly 
tfqital  to  that  which  extended  them  ;  till  the 
"returning  propelled  blood  re-enters  the  muf- 
and  ftretches  it  agai'n,  as  before  de- 

fcribed. 
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fcribecL  Such  are  the  two  wonderful  coun 
ter-forces  that  produce  the  natural  invo 
luntary  motion  of  the  heart,  and  carry  on 
the  circulation  of  the  blood.  You*  fee  with 
your  eyes,  in  the  opened  live  dogr  this  al 
ternate  contraction  and  extenfion  -,  and  as  the 
^retching  power  is  but  a  confequence  of  the 
contrasting  power,  contraction  is  the  fyring 
of  this  wonderful  attion,  in  which  our  will 
or  free  agency  has  no  concern.  And  ta 
what  Ihall  we  afcribe  this  aitonilhing  opera 
tion,  this  amazing  contractive  power^  fo  ex 
actly  as  to  time,  and  fo  constantly  continu 
ed  on  the  mufcles  of  natural  or  neceffary 
motion,  till  the  <gqu(librii#n  by  fome  means 
or  other  be  broken,  and  the  motion  is  pre- 
ternaturally  interrupted  and  fufpended  ? 
Will  the  great  mechanical  reaibners  fay, 
that  matter  does  this  wonder — matter,  that 
is  blind  and  impotent?  Stuff:  \Ve  muft 
afcribe  to  a  caufe  wife  and  powerful^  not 
only  the  original  contrivance  of  the  thing,, 
but  the  execution  of  this  extraordinary 
fcene.  While  you  gaze  upon  this  no- 
bleft  mufcle  of  the  dog,  you  fee  the  Deity 
at  work. 

And  if  we  turn  our  eyes  from  the  mufclea 

of  mere  natural  involuntary  motion,  (which 

performs  by  a  contracting  power,    acting 

within  them),  to  thofe  mufcles  which  move 

K  3  the 
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the  bones  and  members  of  our  bodies,  by 
the  command  of  the  will,  how  adorable  is 
the  wifdoni  and  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty 
Author  of  nature,  not  only  in  providing 
the  animal  machine  with  antagonized  muf- 
f.7t's,  one  of  which  is  contracted,  while  the 
other  is  extended ;  but  for  ftimulating,  con 
tracting,  and  compreffing  the  nervous  elaf- 
ric  cords  and  blood-vefTels,  as  our  minds 
command  or  determine  !  There  is  no  pofii- 
biiity  of  accounting  for  the  directions  at 
pleafure  of  the  antagoniitic  muicles,  bur. 
by  refolving  them  into  the  continual  prefence 
and  atfion  of  the  firft  caufe.  He  enforces ; 
and  executes.  It  is  the  aft  we  principle  gives 
energy  and  motion  both  to  voluntary  and  ne- 
ceiTary  mufcles.  This,  I  think,  is  the  truth 
of  philofophy.  To  fuppofe  every  thing 
to  be  effect  without  caufe,  is  to  reduce 
religion  and  philofophy  to  the  fame  def- 
perate  flate.  It  deftroys  all  the  princi 
ples  of  reafon,  as  well  as  of  virtue  and  mo 
ral  conduct. 

To  fay  all  that  can  be  faid,  in  as  few 
words  as  pofTible,  upon  this  article,  it  is  not 
only  the  mufcular  motion^  neceffary  and  fpon- 
tamous  (14),  that  is  caufed  by  the  attion  of 


(14)  That  even  fpontaneous  motion  is  performed  by 
the  divine  power,  is  proved  in  the  firft  part  of  a  moii 

excellent 
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the  Deity ;  but  the  conftant  motions  in  the- 
ftomacb^  lungs^  inteftims,  and  other  parts  of 
the  body,  are  c auled  by  an  a&ing  Divine 
Power.  It  can  be  demonilrated,  that  in 
the  aftion  of  ibft  bodies  upon  foft  bodies, 
the  motion  is  always  diminifhed;  and  of 
coniequence,  it  mult  be  greatly  leflened 
in  the  yielding  foftnefs  of  the  fiejh  and 
fluids  of  animal  bodies.  We  fee  how  foon 
water  fettles,  after  motion  impreft,  by  the, 
bare  attrition  of  its  parts  on  one  ano- 


excellent  book,  called,  An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the 
Human  Soul. 1  mall  only  obferve  here,  that  mo 
tion  is  jponiidneous,  as  it  is  begun  and  ended  by  the 
living  Being  itfeif,  without  physical  neceility  :  but  it  is 
above  the  power  and  knowledge  of  the  fpontaneous, 
Being,  as  it  is  performed  mechanically:  the  motive 
power  is  immediately  imprefied  by  the  Creator,  who 
is  the  only  mover,  as  well  as  the  frft  mover.  How 
adorable  is  this  condefcenfion  !  the  Creator  exerts  his 
power  in  confequence  of  the  fpontarreity  of  his  living 
creatures ! — But  is  not  this  low  work  for  the  Supreme 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  fays  the  mechanical  rea- 
foner  ?  No.  Lownefs  of  work  is  not  applicable  to  the 
Creator  of  all  things..  He  is  as  much,  the  Creator 
of  the  meaneft  infe&,  as  of  the  higheit  intelligence.  It 
is  his  perpetual  power,  exerted  in  cohej:cn-t.  that  keeps 
all  the  parts  of  matter  in  the  bodies  of  living,  creatures 
together.  Philofophy  cannot  be  hurt  by  admitting 
his  power.  His  omn:potence  is  dilplayed  to  our  fenfes 
in  the  moft  defpicable  weed  of  the  field,  as  well  as  ia 
the  bright  rolling  orbs  of  heaven.  In  calling  fuch 
things  low  work,  we  forget  what  infinite  power  implies, 
and  what  infinite  goodnefs  prompts, 

K  4  tfcer  fc 
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ther;  although  it  has  no  obftacles  to  en 
counter,  or  narrow  paflages  to  move  thro'. 
What  then  can  we  think  of  motion  in  fuch 
narrow  twining  meanders,  as  veins ,  arteries? 
inteftines?  and  lafteal  veffels?  through  which 
the  fluids  of  animal  bodies  are  conveyed 
to  parts  innumerable  ?  while  the  blood? 
lymph?  and  chyle  creep  through  fuch  nar 
row  winding  veffels,  the  whole  motion  of 
thofe  fluids  muft  be  confumed  every  in- 
ftant  by  the  attrition  of  their  parts,  and 
the  force  of  confequence  be  renewed  every 
inftant.  Here  is  a  perpetual  miracle.  The 
Divine  Power  urges  on  thefe  fluids  fen  thou- 
fand  ways  at  once.  Reafon  muft  confefs 
a  miraculous  power  indeiinently  and  vari- 
oudy  put  forth  in  our  bodies  -,  while  ig* 
norance  and  vanity  in  vain  attempts  to  ac 
count  mechanically  for  the  circulation  of 
thofe  fluids.  We  are  not  only  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  formed  in  the  womb, 
but  fearfully  and  wonderfully  preferred 
every5  minute  !  creating  power  never  ceafes 

C'5). 


(15)  If  it  mould  be  afked, — why  was  fuch  an  intri 
cate  ftruclure  of  fuch  materials  employed,  or  fuch  a 
laborious  method  contrived,  by  the  organization  of 
dead  matter,  if  it  no  way  ferves  to  produce  motion, 
but  rather  confumes  the  force  imprerfed  ?  the  anfwer 
is,  that  this  confuming  mechanifm  is  no  inconvenience 
in  nature,  if  we  confider  who  renews  the  motive  power. 

We 
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The  conclufion  of  the  matter  is,    that 
the  plain  argument  for  the  exiflence  of  a 
Deity,    obvious  to  all,  and  carrying  irrer 
fiftible  conviction  with  it,  is  from  the  evi 
dent  contrivance  and  fitnefs  of  things  to 
one  another,  which  we  meet  with  thro'  all 
the  parts   of  the  univerfe.      There  is  no 
need  of  nice  and  fubtile  reafoning  in  this 
matter :    a   manifeft   contrivance    immedi 
ately  fuggefts   a  contriver.     It  ftrikes  like 
a  fenfation,  and  artful  reafonings    againft 
it  may  puzzle  us,  but  it  is  without  mak 
ing  our  belief.     No  perfon,  for  example, 
who  knows   the  principles   of  optics,  and 
the  ftructure  of  the  eye,  can  believe  that 
it  is  formed  without  ikill  in  that  fcience; 
or  that  the  ear  was  formed  without  the 

knowledge  of  founds. This  is  a  juft 

argument,  and  forces  our  afTent.  But  the 
great  Maclaurin  mould  not  have  Hopped 
here.  The  plain,  argument  for  the  exifl 
ence-  of  a  Deity  grows  flronger,  when  we 
add  to  it  what  is  as  evident  as  divine  con- 


We  are  forced  to  be  frugal  of  our  little  power:  but 
this:is  not  applicable  to  the  Deity.  The  governing 
jM-iver  of  the  Deity  is  creating  power.  Beings  made 
lip  of  matter  and  fpirit  require  fuch  &  fupply ing  power, : 
and  in  the  various  works  God  inftructs  his  rational 
Beings,  and  difplays  his  omnipotence  in  wifdom  and 
action, 

,  K  5  trivance,. 
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trivance,  to  wit,  the  conftant  interpo/ltion 
cf  God,  to  fupport  and  move  his  creatures. 
Original  contrivance  in  the  works  of  the 
creation  is  adorable.  We  are  certain,  cle- 
monftj-atively  certain,  that  the  heavens,  the 
land,  and  the  waters,  and  all  the  crea 
tures  in  them  contained,  are  the  works 
of  the  living  God  :  but  it  is  the  prefent 
performance  that  ftrikcs  us  like  a  fenfation. 
With  inexpreflible  pleafure  we  fee  creat 
ing  power  with  our  eyes.  Which  ever 
way  we  turn  them,  we  behold  .  Almighty 
Power  employed,  and  continually  acling 
under  the  direction  of  infinite  knowledge. 

Since  things  are  fo,  and  all  the  works 
of  nature,  in  the  common  voice  of  reafon, 
declare  the  power  and  wifdom  of  the  Crea 
tor,  and  fpeak  his  goodnefs  in  the  innu 
merable  mighty  things  he  continually  per 
forms  for  our  prefervation  and  happinefs, 
the  contemplation  of  them  mould  warm 
our  hearts  with  the  glory  of  the  Almigh 
ty,  and  make  us  continually  praife  and  adore 
that  Almighty  providence,  which  formed 
and  fuftains  not  only  the  human  race  and  this 
terreftrial  globe,  but  numberlefs  other 
worlds  and  their  inhabitants,  that  hang  in 
infinite  fpace.  Thefe  mighty  things  dif- 
played,  ought  furely  to  produce  the  de- 
vouteft  prayers,  and  fongs  of  praifes  in 

no 
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no  common  flrairi ;  and  efpecially,  if  we.- 
add  to  thofe  works  of  nature,  that  fecond 
creation,  the  ftill  greater  work  of  grace. 
Such  omnipotence  in  wifdom.  and  action, 
and  fuch  amazing  goodnefs  as  we  fee  in 
the  chriftiaa  gofpel,  fhould,  I  think,  engage 
us  to  love  and  adore  fo  great  and  good  a 
Being,  as  our  Creator,  and  induce  us  to  de 
vote  our  lives  to  him. 

For  my  part,  when  I  confider  the  mighty 
Icene  and  profpect  of  nature,  and  turn  my 
thoughts  from  thence  to  God's  word,  that 
heavenly  law^  which  directs  our  will  and 
informs  our  reafon,  and  teaches  us  in  all- 
things  how  to  purfue  our  own  happinefs,  I 
am  16  ftruck  with  a  fenie  of  infinite  wifdom,, 
goodnefs,  and  action,  that  I  cannot  help 
extolling  the  king  of  the  univerfe  for  the 
greatnefs  of  his  power  and  mercy,  and  am 
necelTarily  engaged  in  a  fcene  of  praife  and 
devotion.  Indeed-  the  heart  muft  be  as 
hard  and  cold  as  marble,  that  does  not 
glow,  nor  is  inflamed  with  ravilhing  love 
to  the  great  Author  of  all  things ;  after 
viewing  with  attention  even  one  particu 
lar  only  in  the  works  of  nature,  that  ma 
terial  fan^  which  now  mines  out  with  light 
and  beauty  to  animate  .and  refrefh  the 
world  ^  and  in  the  creation  of  grace,  that 
fun  of  right  eoufnefs^  who  fheds  forth  ths 
choked,  bleflings.  of  Heavea  upon  the  ir> 
K  6  habitants. 
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habitants  of  the  earth.  Can  we  be  fi- 
lent,  who  behold  and  enjoy  thofe  things  ! 
alas  !  too  many  can.  Neither  the  heavens, 
which  declare  the  glory  of  God,  nor  the 
days  of  the  gofpel,  nor  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  new  law,  are  regarded  by  them. 
But  the  wile  will  ever  join  with  all  their 
hearts,  in  the  moft  exalted  prayer  and 
praife,  and  adore  the  Giver  of  thefe  good 
and  perfect  gifts  ;  for  all  his  bleffings 
vouchfafed  us  ;  and  efpecially,  for  the 
charter  of  his  pardon  granted  by  his  blefT- 
ed  Son,  and  the  promifes  of  everlafling 
happinefs  and  glory  in  a  life  to  come,  rea- 
fon  muft  declare  it  juft  to  offer  up  reli 
gious  praife,  and  make  the  greateft  men 
tal  and  moral  improvement  we  can  in  this 
firft  ftate. 

34,    Another  extraordinary 
extraor-      thing  I  faw  in  the  place  I  have 


toP   of   a   hill»   which   ftood  at 

tain.  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  and 

was  full  as  high  as  the  moun 
tain,  from  the  fide  of  which,  the  water 
poured  into  the  lake.  This  loch  meafured 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  half 
a  mile  over.  The  water  appeared  as  black 
as  ink,  but  in  a  glafs  was  clear  as  other 
water,  and  bright  in  running  down.  It 

tafted 
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tafted  fweet  and  good.  At  one  end,  it  runs 
over  its  rocky  bank,  and  in  feveral  noify 
cafcades,  falls  down  the  face  of  the  moun 
tain  to  a  deep  bottom,  where  a  river  is  form 
ed,  that  is  feen  for  a  confiderable  way,  as  it 
wanders  along.  The  whole  is  a  flriking 
fcene.  The  fwarthy  loch,  the  noify  defcend- 
ing  ftreams,  clumps  of  aged  trees  on  the 
mountain's  fide,  and  the  various  fhores 
and  valleys  below,  afford  an  uncommon 
view.  It  was  a  fine  change  of  ground, 
to  afcend  from  the  beautiful  lake,  (en- 
comparTed  with  mountains,  and  adorned 
with  trees)  into  which  was  poured  from 
a  gaping  precipice,  a  torrent  of  ftreams ; 
and  fee  from  the  reverfe  of  an  oppofite 
hill,  an  impetuous  flood  defcending  from 
the  top  to  the  fineft  points  of  view  in  the 
wildeft  glins  below. 

35.  What  line  I  had  with  me,  for  ex 
periments  on  waters  and  holes,  I  applied 
to  this  loch,  to  difcover  the  depth,  but 
with  300  yards  of  whipcord  my  lead  could 
reach  no  ground,  and  from 
thence,  and  the  blacknefs  of  ?£*  caufi  of 
the  water,  and  the  great  iffuing  *!?*fip91* 

,'  i       1     j        •     Al         T         M*  loch  on 

ftream,  I  concluded,  juftly  1     the  top  of  the 
think,  that  it  went  down  to     mountain. 
the  great  abyfs,  the  vaft  trea- 
fury  of  waters  within  the  earth.  Many  fuck 

nnfathom- 
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unfathomable  lochs  as  this  have  I  feea 
on  the  fummits  of  mountains  in  various, 
parts  of  the  world,  and  from  them* 
I  fuppofe,  the  greater!  part  of  that  de 
luge  of  waters  came  that  drowned  the  old 
world.  This  leads  me  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  flood* 

36.   Many  books  have  been 
written  in  relation  to  this  affair  ^ 

the  deluge.  3     r 

.  and   while   lome   contend  for 
the  overflowing  of  the  whole  earth  to  a  very 

great  height  of  waters and  fome  for 

a  partial  deluge  only others  will  not  al 
low  there  was  any  at  all.  The  divine  au 
thority  of  Mofes  they  difregard.  For  my 
part,  I  believe  the  flood  was  univerfal^  and 
that  all  the  high  hills  and  mountains  under 
the  whole  heaven  were  covered.  The  caufe 
was  forty  days  heavy  rain,  and  fuch  an  agi 
tation  of  the  abyfs,  by  the  finger  of  God, 
as  not  only  broke  up  the  great  deep,  to 
pour  out  water  at  many  places,  but  forced 
it  out  of  fuch  bottomlefs  lochs  as  this  I 
am  fpeaking  of  on  the  mountains  top, 
and  from  various  fwallows  in  many  places. 
This  removes  every  objection  from  the 
cafe  of  the  deluge,  and  gives  water  enough 
in  the  fpace  of  150  days,  or  five  months  of 
30  days  each,  to  over-top  the  highefl  moun 
tains  by  15  cubits,  the  height  defigned. 

The 
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The  abyfs  in  flrong  commotion,  or  violent 
uproar,  by  a  power  divine,,  could  make 
the  incumbent  globe  to  pieces  in  a  few  mi 
nutes,  and  bury  the  whole  ruins  in  the  deep. 
To  me,  then,  all  the  reafoning  againfl  the  de 
luge,  or  for  a  partial  flood,  appear  fad  fluff. 
Were  this  one  loch  in  Stanemore  to  pour 
out  torrents  of  water,  down  every  fide,  for 
five  months,  by  a  divine  force  on  part  of 
the  abyfs,  as  it  might  very  eafily  by  fuch 
means  do,  the  inundation  would  cover  a 
great  part  of  this  land  -,  and  if  from  every 
loch  of  the  kind  on  the  fummits  of  moun 
tains,  the  waters  in  like  manner,  with 
the  greatefl  violence,  flowed,  from  every  fide 
out  of  the  abyfs,  and  that,  exclufive  of  the 
heavy  rains,  an  earthquake  (hould  open 
fome  parts  of  the  ground  to  Let  more  water 
out  of  the  great  collection,  and  the  feas  and 
ocean  furpafs  their  natural  bounds,  by  the 
winds  forcing  them  over  the  earth,  then, 
would  a  universal  flood  very  foon  prevaiL. 
There  is  water  enough  for  the  purpofe* 
and  as  to  the  fupernatural  afcent  of  them,  na 
tural  and  fupernatural  are  nothing  at  all  dif 
ferent  with  refpecl:  to  God.  They  are  di£ 
tindt.ons  merely  in  our  conceptions  of  things. 
Regularly  to  move  the  fun  or  earth,  and  to 
flop  its  motion  for  a  day  -, — to  make  the 
waters  that  covered  the  whole  earth  at  the 
creation,  defcend  into  the  feveral  recepta.- 

'  cks 
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cles  prepared  for  them ;  and  at  the  deluge^ 
to  make  them  afcend  again  to  cover  the 
whole  earth,  are  the  effect  of  one  and  the 
fame  Almighty  Power ;  though  we  call 
one  natural*  and  the  other  fupernatural 
The  one  is  the  effect  of  no  greater  power 
than  the  other.  With  refpect  to  God,  one 
is  not  more  or  lefs,  natural  or  fupernatural 
than. the  other. 

~,  But  how  the  waters  of  the 

y be  means  t  ,  i  rr-          i 

•which  drain-  deluge  were  drawn  off  at  the 
ed  off  the  war  end  of  the  five  months,  is  ano- 
ters  of  the  fc-  ther  queftion  among  the  learn- 

&?* the  ed-  The  insenious  f eiu*  wh° 

writ  againft  the  two  ingenious 
fbeori/ts,  fays  the  thing  is  not  at  all  ac 
countable  in  any  natural  way  :  the  draining 
off,  and  drying  of  the  earth,  of  fuch  a  huge 
column  of  waters,  coulcl  only  be  effected: 
by  the  power  of  God  :  natural  caufes  both 
in  detreafe  and  the  increafe  of  the  waters 
muft  have  been  vaflrly  difpropor donate  to, 
the  effects ;  and  to  miracles  they  muft  be; 
afcribed. — — This,  I  think,  is  as  far  from 
the  truth,    as  the  Theorifts  afcribing  both 
increafe  and  decreafe  to  natural  caufes.     God 
was  the  performer,  to  be  fure,  in  the  flood, 
and  d\t  going  off^  but  he  made  ufe  of  natural 
caufes  in  both,  that  is,  of  the  things  he  had 
in  the   beginning  created.      The  natural. 

caufes 
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caufes  he  is  the  author  of  were  at  hand, 
and  with  them  he  could  do  the  work. 
The  fun  evaporated  y  the  winds  dried  •,  and 
the  waters  no  longer  forced  upwards  from 
the  abyfs,  fubfided  into  the  many  /wallows 
or  /wallow-holes i  that  are  flill  to  be  feen 
in  many  places,  on  mountains  and  in 
vallies ;  thole  on  the  mountains  being  ne- 
ceflary  to  abforb  that  vaft  column  of  wa 
ters  which  rofe  15  cubits  above  the  higheft 
hills. 

A  fw  allow  is  fuch  another  opening  in  the 
ground  as  Eldine  Hole  in  Derbyfoire  (16), 
and  in  travelling  from  the  Peak  to  the 
northern  extremity  of  Northumberland*  I 


(16)  Eldine  Hole  in  Derbyjhire  is  a  mile  fouth  of 
Mamtor,  and  4  miles  eaft  of  Euxton.  It  is  a  perpen 
dicular  gulph  or  chafm,  which  I  tried;  to  fathom  more 
than  once,  and  found  it  by  my  line,  and  by  the  mea- 
fure  of  found  (at  the  rate  of  16  feet  one  twelfth  in  one 
feccmd,  the  meafure  Dr.  Halley  allows  near  the  earth, 
for  the  defcent  of  heavy  bodies)  to  be  1266  feet,  or 
422  yards  down  to  the  water ;  but  how  deep  the  wa- 
tsr  is,  cannot  be  known.  I  fuppofe  it  reaches  to  the 
abyfs.  This  chafm  is  forty  yards  long  above  ground, 
and  ten  over  at  its  broadeftpart :  but  from  the  day  there 
is  a  floping  defcent  of  forty  yards  to  the  mouth  of  the 
horrible  pit,  and  this  is  only  four  yards  long  and 
one  and  a  half  broad.  Two  villains  who  were 
executed  at  Derby  not  long  ago,  confeiTed  at  the 
gallows,  that  they  threw  a  poor  traveller  into  this 
dreadful  gulph,  after  they  had  robbed  him. 

have 
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have  feen  many  fucrr  holes  in  the  earth, 
both  on  the  hills  and  in  the  vales.  I- have 
likewife  met  with  them  in  other  coun 
tries.  By  thefe  /wallows,  a  vaft  quantity 
of  the  waters,  to  be  fure,  went  down  to 
the  great  receptacle  ;  all  that  was  not  ex 
haled,  or  licked  up  by  the  winds ,  or,  ex 
cept  what  might  be  left  to  increafe  the 
former  feas  of  the  antediluvian  world  into 
thofe  vail  oceans  which  now  encompafs 
the  globe,  and  partly  to  form  thofe  vail 
lakes  that  are  in  feveral  parts  of  the  world. 
Thefe  things  eafily  account  for  the.  re 
moval  of  that  vaft  mafs  of  waters  which 
covered  the  earth,  and  was  in  a  mighty 
column  above  the  higheil  hills.  Every 
difficulty  difappears  before  evaporation,  the 
drying  winds,  the  fw  allows  ^  and,  perhaps, 
the  turning  jeas  into  oceans :  but  the  three 
firft  things  now  named  were  fufficient, 
and  the  gentlemen  who  have  reafoned  fo 
ingeniouOy  againft  one  another  about  the 
removal  of  the  waters,  might  have  faved 
themfelves  a  deal  of  trouble,  if  they  had 
reduced  the  operation  to  three  fimple  things, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Firft  Caufe. 
The  fwallows  efpecially  muft  do  great 
work  in  the  cafe,  if  we  take  into  their 
number  not  only  very  many  open  gulphs 
or  chafms,  the  depth  of  which  no  line 
or  found  can  reach  •,  but  likewife  the  com-- 

munlcation: 
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nmnication  of  very  many  parts  of  the  fee? <> 
and  of  many  great  unfathomable  lochs ,  with* 
the  abyfs.  Thefe  abforbers  could  eafily  re 
ceive  what  had  before  come  out  of  them. 
The  fun  by  evaporation,  with  the  wind, 
might  take  away  what  was  raifed.  There 
is  nothing  hard  then  in  conceiving  how 
the  waters  of  the  deluge  were  brought 
away. 

But  as  to  the  lake  I  have  mentioned,  into 
which  a  rapid  flood  poured  from  the  bowels 
of  the  mountain,  what  became  of  this  wa 
ter,  the  reader  may  enquire  ?  To  be  fure,* 
as  it  did  not  run  off  in  any  ftreams,  nor 
make  the  lake  rife  in  the  lead  degree, 
there  muft  have  been  a  communication 
in  fome  parts  of  its  bottom,  between  the 
water  of  it  and  the  abyfs.  As  the  loch 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain  I  have  de- 
fcribed  had  no  feeders,  yet  emitted  ftreams, 
and  therefore  muft  be  fupported  by  the 
abyfs  •,  fo  this  lake,  with  ib  powerful  a 
feeder,  not  running  over,  or  emitting  water 
any  way,  muft  difcharge  itfelf  in  the  abyfs 
below.  The  cafe  of  it  muft  -be  the  fame 
as  that  of  the  Cafpian  fea.  Into  this  fea 
many  rivers  pour,  and  one  in  particular, 
the  Volga  I  mean,  that  is  more  than  fuffi- 
cient,  in  the  quantity  of  water  it  turns 
out  in  a  year,  to  drown  the  whole  world. 

Yet 
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Yet  the  Cafpian  remains  in  one  flate,  and 
does  not  overflow  its  banks,  excepting,  as 
before  obferved,  fometimes,  in  the  fpace 
of  1 6  years.  It  mu'ft  by  pafTages  com 
municate  with  the  great  deep.  It  refunds 
the  rivers,  into  the  great  abyfs.  The  cafe 
of  the  Mediterranean  fea  is  the  fame  ;  for, 
though  a  itrong  current  from  the  Atlantic 
continually  fits  through  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar,  yet  thefe  waters  do  not  make 
it  overflow  the  country  round  it,  and, 
of  confequence,  they  muft  be  carried  off 
by  a  fubterranean  paiTage,  or  pafiages,  to 
the  abyfs. 

37.  From  the  lake  I  pro* 
Vkftuw?      ceeded  the  next  morning,  June. 

in  btanemore  ,     ,    D    J    , 

continued.  *4*  J725>  toward  the  north- 
eaft.  end  of  Weftmorelanh  hav 
ing  parted  the  night  in  a  found  fleep,  under 
the  trees  by  the  water  fide,  but  was  forced 
by  the  precipices  to  fhape  my  courfe  from 
four  in  the  morning  till  eight,  to  the  north- 
weft,  and  then  the  road  turned  eaft-north- 
eaft,  till  I  came  to  a  great  glin, 
An  account  of  where  a  river  made  a  rumbling 
yjjtity-  noife  over  rocks  and  inequali- 

lumnar  mar-       ties  of  man7  kinds'  and  forrned 

bh.  a  very  wild  wonderful  fcene. 

The  river  was  broad  and  deep, 

and  on  an  eafy  defcent  to  it  was  an  af- 

femblage 
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femblage  of  ftones,  that  ran  in  length 
about  100  feet,  in  breadth  30  feet,  and 
fomewhat  refembling  the  giant's  caufewayy 
in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  province 
of  Ulfter  in  Ireland  •,  nine  miles  north- 
eafl  from  the  pretty  town  of  Colerain.  The 
giant* s  caufeway,  reader,  is  a  prodigious  pile 
of  rocks,  80  feet  broad,  20  feet  above  the 
reft  of  the  ftrand,  and  that  run  from  the 
bottom  of  a  high  hill  above  200  yards  into 
the  ocean. 

The  aiTemblage  of  ftones  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  of  are  columns  with  feveral  corners, 
that  rife  three  yards  above  the  ground, 
and  are  joined  as  if  done  by  art;  the 
points  being  convex  and  concave,  and 
•thereby  lying  one  in  another.  Theie  co 
lumns  have  five  and  fix  fides,  a  few  of  them 
feven ;  and  a  number  of  them  nicely  and 
exactly  placed  together  make  one  large  pillar 
from  one  foot  to  two  in  diameter.  They 
are  fo  nicely  joined,  that  altho'  they  have 
five  and  fix  fides,  as  I  before  faid,  yet 
their  contexture  is  fo  adapted,  as  to  leave 
no  vacuity  between  them  •,  the  prominent 
angles  of  one  pillar  fitting,  and  falling 
exactly  into  the  hollows  left  them  between 
two  others,  and  the  plain  fides  exactly  anfwer 
to  one  another  •,  fo  that  thole  hexagons  and 
•pentagons  of  columnar  marble  appear  as 

if 


•21-4          THE    LIFE    OF 

if  finished  by  the  hands  of  the  moft  mafterly 
workmen.  All  the  pillars  flood  exactly 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  horizon. 

Dr.  Foley,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
^  actions,  N°.  212,  ipeaking  of  the  giants 
caufeway,  feems  to  think  thefe  wonderful 
pillars  are  compofed  of  the  common  fort  of 
craggy  rock  by  the  fea  fide ;  and  the  au 
thors  of  the  Complete  Syilem  of  Geography 
are  of  opinion,  they  referable  the  lapis  Baf- 
altes  \  but  fome  think  they  are  a  fort  of  marble. 
Now  the  truth  -is,  i  the  Bafaltes  of  the  an 
cients  is  a  very  elegant  and  beautiful  marble 
of  a  fine  deep  gloiTy  black,  like  high  po- 
lifhed  fteel,  and  is  always  found  erect  in  the 
form  of  regular  angular  columns,  compofed 
of  a  number  of  joints,  fitted  together  and 
making  pillars :  fo  that  where  fuch  pillars 
are  feen,  they  are  undoubtedly  the  columnar 
marble  or  toucbftone  of  the  antients.  Dr.  Hill, 
in  his  hiftory  of  foffils,  gives  a  good  account 
of  the  nature  of  this  body,  and  mentions  fe- 
veral  places  it  is  to  be  found  in  -,  but  feems 
not  to  have  heard  there  was  any  of  it  among 
the  northern  mountains  of  our  country. 

This  marble  is  one  of  the  noble  ft  pro 
ductions  of  nature,  and  of  all  the  fofiil 
kingdom  the  moft  aftoniftiing  body.  If  art 
is  requifite  for  the  formation  of  many 

things 
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things  we  fee  daily  done  with  elegance  and 
beauty,  then  certainly,  mind  itfelf,  even 
the  fupreme  mind,  muft  have  caufed  fuch 
effects  as  thefe  aftonifliing  marble  pillars,; 
which  lie  in  vaft  compound  perpendicular 
columns  at  great  depths  in  the  earth,  (none 
in  beds  of  ftrata,  like  the  other  marbles), 
and  rife  in  fuch  beautiful  joints  and  angles, 
well  fitted  together,  more  than  fix  and 
thirty  feet  above  ground  in  fome  places. 
No  other  way  could  thofe  wonderful  pro 
ductions  have  come  into  being,  but  by  that 
intelligent,  aftive  power,  who  f peaks  intelli 
gibly  to  every  nation  by  bis  works.  To  talk 
as  fome  people  do,  that  necejffity  which 
deilroys  the  "very  idea  of  intelligent  and 
defigning  activity' — or  chance,  which  is  an 
.  utter  abiurdity— or  the  fea,  according  to 
Telliamedi  generated  and  formed  this  genus 
of  marble,  and  fo  wonderfully  diftinguifhed 
it  from  all  the  other  marmora;  by  making 
^t  into  pentagon,  hexagon,  and  feptagon 
columns,  and  rendering  the  points  of  the 
columns  convex  and  concave,  and  fo  amaz 
ingly  joining  them  together,  that  the  pro 
minent  angles  of  one  pillar  fall  exactly 
into  the  hollow  left  between  two  others, 
and  the  plain  fides  exactly  anfwer  to  one 
another,  as  before  obferved,  while  all  of 
them  ftand  up  perpendicular,  contrary  to 
-the  quality  of  all  other  marbles,  and  fome 

lie 


THE    LIFE    OF 

lie  in  beds  of  itrata- — —To  talk,  I  fay, 
of  the  fe'a^  a  chance,  a  necejfity,  doing  this, 
or  any  thing  trf  fo  wonderful  a  kind,  is 
to  produce  ichemes  "founded  in  ignorance, 
and  everftve  of  true  knowledge,  inftead 
of  ginng  a  rational,  intelligible  account 
-of  the  formation  of  the  world,  its  order 
and  appearances.  In  this  wonderful  pro- 
'duftion,  a  due  attention  perceives  infinite 
art  and  power.  Did  we  "want  that  va 
riety  of  things  which  employ  the  confi- 
"deration  of  rational  men,  and  force  the 
tongues  of  thinking  men  to  acknowledge 
creating  power,  this  marble  alone  would  be 
fufficient  to  demonftrate  equal  power  di 
rected  by  infinite  wifdom. 

38.    Another  extraordinary 

thiug  l  faw  in  a  vaile^  not  far 
^rom  t^Lat  w^ere  tne  Bafaltes 
(lands.  It  is  a  boifterous  burn 
ing  fpring.  It  rifes  with  great  noiie  and 
vibration,  and  gnihes  out  with  a  force 
fufficient  to  turn  many  mills.  The  wa 
ter  is  clear  and  cold,  but  to  the  tafte 
nnpleafant,  being  fomething  like  a  bad 
egg.  I  judged  from  the  nature  of  its 
motion,  that  the  water  would  take  fire, 
and  having  lit  my  torch,  foon  put  it  in 
^z  flame.  The  fire  was  fierce,  and  the 
water  ran  down  the  ~vale  "in  a  blaze.  It 
3  was 
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was  a  river  of  fire  for  a  confiderable  way,  till 
it  funk  under  ground  among  fome  rocks, 
and  thereby  difappeared.  After  it  had  burnt 
fome  time,  I  took  fome  boughs  from  a  tree, 
and  tying  them  together,  beat  the  furface  of 
the  well  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  burning 
ceafed.  The  water  was  not  hot,  as  one  might 
expect,  but  cold  as  the  coldeit  fpring  could 
be.  There  are  a  great  number  of  fuch  fprings 
in  the  world,  but  this  is  the  largeft  I  have  read 
of,  or  feen.  It  differs  from  that  of  Brofeky  in 
Shropjhlre^  within  fix  miles  of  Bridgenorth,  in 
this  refpecl:,  that  Brofeley  well  will  not  conti 
nue  to  burn  for  any  time,  unlefs  the  air  be 
kept  from  it ;  to  which  purpofe  they  have  en- 
clofed  it  in  an  iron  ciftern  with  a  cover  to  it ; 
and  to  experiment  the  boiling  a  piece  of  meat 
by  the  fire  of  this  fpring,  they  clap  the  pot 
clofe  down  when  the  cover  is  taken  up,  and 
then  it  burns  as  long  as  they  will ;  making 
the  largeft  joint  of  meat  fit  to  eat,  in  half  the 
time  the  ilrongeft  culinary  fire  could  do  the 
work.  As  to  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the 
fpring,  in  the  mountains,  1  can  only  fay,  that 
as  it  has  a  copious  fulphur,  and  from  thence 
flames  like  fpirit  of  wine,  it  is  probable 
it  might  be  as  effectual  in  communicating 
fanity  in  various  cafes,  as  the  famous 
burning  fpring  is  in  the  palatinate  of 
Cracow  of  the  lefler  Poland,  mentioned 
in  the  Leipjic  affs,  an.  1684.  p.  326.  And 
VOL.  L  L  as 
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as  to  the  extinguishing  this  fire  by  beat- 
.ing  it  with  twigs,  it  mult  to  be  fure  be 
for  the  reafon  given  by  Mr.  Dennis,  that 
as  the  inflammability  of  fuch  fprings  is 
to  be  afcribed  to  fulphur,  and  to  its  ex 
halations  burlting  out  of  the  water ;  fo  this 
floating  flame,  which  is  too  fubtile  to  heat 
the  water,  is  ftifled,  by  involving  thefe  fpi- 
rits  in  the  aqueous :  particles,  by  brufhing 
the  furface  with  brooms.  . 

Conradus  tells  us,  concerning  the  Pclijh 

•fpring,  that  at  one  time,  when  it  was  kin- 

'  died  by  lightening,  the  people  negle6ted  to 

put  it  out,  and  the  ftream  proceeded  on 

fire  for  almoft  three  years,  and  reduced  all 

-  the   neighbouring    wood   to   afhes.      It  is 

really  a  wonderful   r  fight   to   fee    fuch    a 

river  on  fire,  and    adorable   mull  be   that 

power,  who  has  caufed  fuch   things.    To 

-fay,  that  matter   and  motion  circurnfcribe 

^and  regulate  fuch  powers,  is   idle  to  the 

Jafl  -degree.     It  is   an  inverfion  of  reafon. 

-The  very  exifterice  of  the  water  and  ful- 

•phur  of  this  fpring,  mult  be  by  the  power 

•of  the  Creator  conftantly  put  forth  upon  it, 

.which  caufes  the  parts  -to  be  what  we  call 

fuch  things,  and  the  motion  of  both  muft 

-be  an  impreffion'y  for.  motion  is  not  efTential 

-to   matter.     Nothing   elfe   could    produce 

them,  and  a_ca.ufe  there  jnuft  be  equal  to 

.  .  the 
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the  various  and  wonderful  effects  of  both,  a 
caufe  that  is  infinite,  wife,  and  powerful. 
The  Deity  is  every  where  prefent,  and 
every  where  aclive.  His  power  is  indefi- 
nently  working,  gives  exiflence  to  the  va 
rious  creatures,  and  produces  the  moil  no 
ble  phenomena  in  nature.  All  we  fee,  all 
we  feel,  fire  and  water,  the  univerfal  va 
riety  of  inanimate  and  animate  creatures, 
are  only  the  effects  of  his  creating  power 
conftantly  repeated.  The  exiilence  of  the 
whole  world  is  a  continual  new  creation  ; 
and  therefore  it  becomes  the  bounden  duty 
of  all  rational  creatures,  to  worlhip  this 
Almighty  Power,  as  well  for  his  works  of 
creation,  as  for  the  ways  of  his  providence. 
Great  and  wonderful  are  thy  works,  O 
Lord  God  Almighty  :  and  jufl  and  righ 
teous  are  thy  ways,  O  King  of  faints ; 
who  would  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and 
glorify  thy  name,  becaufe  thou  only  wtholy. 

30.  From  the  burning  foun- 

.oy  i    j  V      • \     ir  Another  loch 

tain  we  proceeded  for  half  an  on  the  top  fjf 
hour  in  the  fame  valley  right  a  high  moun- 
onwards,  and  then  turned  to  fain,  and  a 
the  left  in  a  courfe  to  the  weft, 
for  about  a  mile,  which  brought 
us  to  the  bottom  of  a  ileep  mountain,  we 
mufh  afcend,  or  go  no  farther.  It  was  hard 
to  get  the  horfes  over  this,  and  no  lefs  dif- 
L  2  ficuit 
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ficult  to  defcend  with  them  to  a  deep  bot 
tom  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill :  but  with 
great  hazard  to  ourfelves  and  the  beails, 
we  came  down  in  fafety.  On  the  top  of 
this  mountain  I  faw  another  large  loch 
that  was  black  as  ink  in  appearance,  tho* 
bright  when  taken  up  in  a  glafs  ;  which 
(as  before  obferved)  muft  be  owing,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  its  top  communicating  with  the 
abyfs  below ;  and  in  the  bottom  we  de- 
fcended  to,  there  was  a  fw allow  larger  than 
the  one  I  faw  before.  I  could  make  no 
difcovery  as  to  its  depth,  either  by  line 
or  found  •,  nor  did  my  lead  touch  any 
water.  On  the  (loping  way  from  the  firft 
chafm  in  day  to  the  gulph,  were  feveral* 
lateral  chambers,  that  defcended  one  yard 
in  fix  :  but  though  the  bottom  was  hard, 
the  horrors  of  the  places  hindered  me  from 
going  far.  I  went  to  the  end  of  the  firft, 
which  was  67  yards,  and  having  looked 
into  the  iccond,  to  which  a  narrow  fliort 
pafs  leads  the  inquirer,  I  made  what 
hafte  I  could  back  •,  for  the  opening  dif- 
covered  a  fpace  fo  vaft,  difmal,  and  fright 
ful,  that  it  ftrikes  one  to  the  heart.  The 
bottom,  as  far  as  my  light  could  enable  me 
to  diftinguifh,  was  a  continuance  of  flone  ; 
but  neither  top  nor  fides  were  to  be  feen. 
It  is  a  horrible  place. 

40.  Leaving 
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40.    Leaving   this    bottom, 
we  mounted  another  very  high     dn  amazing 
and  dangerous  hill,  and  from     arch  thr.°'  a 

i_  r    •       j    r        j     i     •  mountain  in 

the  top  of  it  defended  into  a  deiightfld 
twenty  acres  of  as  rich  and  /pot ofgnunJ. 
beautiful  ground  as  my  eyes  had 
ever  feen.  It  was  covered  with  flowers  and 
aromatic  herbs ;  and  had,  in  the  center  of 
it,  a  little  grove  of  beautiful  trees  j  among 
which  were  fruits  of  feveral  kinds.  A  flow 
ing  fpring  of  the  pureft  water  was  in  the 
middle  of  this  fweet  little  wood,  and  ran  in 
pretty  windings  over  the  ground.  It  re- 
freihed  and  adorned  the  field,  and  it  was 
beautiful  to  fee  the  deer  from  the  hills, 
and  the  goats  come  down  from  the  cliffs, 
to  drink  at  thefe  ftreams.  The  whole 
was  furrounded  with  precipices  that  af- 
cended  above  the  clouds,  and  through 
one  of  thefe  rocky  mountains  there  was 
an  opening  that  had  a  ftupendous  ap 
pearance. 

It  was  a  vaft  amazing  arch,  that  had 
fome  refemblance  of  the  gothic  ifle  of  a 
large  cathedral  church,  and  terminated  in  a 
view  of  rocks  hanging  over  rocks  in  a  man 
ner  frightful  to  behold,  It  meafured  an 
hundred  yards  in  length,  forty  in  breadth, 
and  I  judged  it  to  be  fifty  yards  high.  The 
pending  rocks  in  view  inclofed  a  fpacc 
L  3  of 
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of  four  acres,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  and  the 
bottom  was  fo  very  deep  that  it  looked  like 
night  below.  What  line  I  had  could  not 
reach  it,  nor  could  I  make  any  thing  of 
the  depth. by  found.  It  feemed  to  me  to 
be  a  vaft  fwallcw  that  went  down  to  the 
alyfs.  The  whole  was  a  fcene  that  har 
rowed  the  foul  with  horror. 

41.  By  the  fpring  in  the 
An  extracr-  ]jttje  grove  I  have  mentioned, 
jg&fy  I  ^.  down  at  eight  in  the 
mountains*  morning,  to  breakfalt  on  fome- 
thing  that  one  of  my  fquires 
produced  from  his  ftore,  while  the  other 
was  looking  for  a  pailage  or  way  onwards, 
between  thofe  vaft  precipices  that  furround- 
ed  us.  Two  hours  he  wafted  in  an  en 
quiry,  and  then  returned  to  let  me  know, 
there  was  no  paiTage  that  he  could  find  : 
the  inclofed  rocks  were  one  continued  chain 
of  unpaflable  mountains.  Here  then  I 
thought  was  my  ne  plus  ultra.  As  the  man 
affirmed  there  was  no  'getting  beyond  the 
vaft  inclofing  cliffs  that  walled  in  this 
charming  fpot  of  earth,  I  imagined  for 
fome  time,  that  I  muft  of  neceility  return, 
and  give  over  all  thoughts  of  getting  to 
the  borders  of  Cumberland  or  BifJocprick  that 
way.  It  feemed  irnpoflible  to  proceed,  and 
that  was  no  fmall  trouble  to  my  mind.  It 

was 
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was  a  great  journey  round,  and  if  I  did  ride 
it,  I  knew  not  where  to  turn  in  on  the 
confines  of  the  country  my  friend  lived 
on ;  for  I  had  loft  his  directions,  and  had 
only  a  fmall  remembrance  of  his  dwell 
ing  fomewhere  on  the  north  edge  of  Weft- 
moreland  or  Torkfhire^  or,  on  the  adjoining 
borders  of  Cumberland^  or  the  county  of 
Durham.  What  to  do  I  could  not  for 
fome  time  tell :  going  back  I  did  not  at 
all  like,  and  therefore,  to  avoid  it  if  pof- 
fible,  refolved  to  pafs  the  day  in  trying 
if  I  could  find  any  way  out,  without 
climbing  the  mountain  again  that  I  had 
lately  come  down.  Round  then  I  walked, 
once,  and  to  no  manner  of  purpofe,  for 
I  did  not  fee  any  kind  of  pals  \  but  the 
fecond  time,  as  I  marched  on  obferving 
the  hill,  I  took  notice  of  a  large  clump 
of  great  trees  in  an  angle  or  deep  cor 
ner,  that  feemed  to  Hand  very  oddly,  and 
in  the  mountain  above  them  there  ap 
peared,  as  I  thought^  a  diftance  or  fpace 
that  looked  like  an  opening.  I  foon 
found  it  was  fo,  and  that  at  the  back  of 
this  little  wood,  there  lay  a  very  narrow 
way,  only  broad  enough  for  two  horfes 
a-breafti  that  it  extended  due  weft  for 
more  than  a  mile,  and  then  weft-north- 
weft  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  till  it  termi 
nated  in  a  plain  that  was  feveraL  miles 
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in  circumference,  and  intirely  furrounded 
with  hills.  This  I  difcovered  in  walking 
the  pafs  by  myfelf,  and  then  returned  to 
bring  the  horfes  and  men,  through  this 
amazing  way.  It  was  quite  dark,  mere 
night  all  along ;  and  the  bottom  very 
bad.  It  was  likewife  very  dangerous. 
It  was  evident  from  the  ground,  that 
Hones  had  fallen  from  the  tops  of  the 
hills  •,  and  fhould  any  defcend  from  fo  vail 
a  height  on  us,  tho'  even  fmall  ones,  they 
would  without  all  peradventure  be  immedi 
ate  death. 

42.    The    plain    we    came 
™to  from  the  defile,  was  above 
of  every      a  mile  over  to  the   oppofite 
<i»ifi  the  mo-     hills,  and  a-crofs  it  was  a  walk 

"formed  "  °f  agCd  °aks'   that   feemed    in 

fuch  a  place,  as  the  avenue 
that  leads  to  the  fairy  caftle  of  wifhes.  If 
fuch  beings  there  are,  as  Dr.  Fowler,  Bimop 
of  Gloucefter,  hath  in  one  of  his  books  af 
firmed,  then  here,  I  faid,  in  this  fine  ro 
mantic  region,  where  all  the  charms  of 
the  field,  the  foreft,  the  water,  and  the 
mountains,  are  united,  may  be  their  fa 
vourite  manfion,  and  perhaps  they  will 
admit  me  into  their  fairy  caftle :  then 
commerces  their  friendihip,  and  when 
they  have  all  breathed  on  me,  it  is  but 

wilhing 


JOHN    BUNGLE,    Esq.   22$ 

wifhing  for  the  future,  and  the  com 
pletion  of  every  defire  is  granted  the  m^~ 
ment  it  is  formed.  Would  not  this  be 
eompleat  happinefs  ?  what  do  you  fay,,  re 
flection  ? 


>  (reflection  anfwered,  as  we  rid  up 
this  avenue).  Imagination  may  form  fine 
pictures  of  felicity  from  an  indulgence  ia 
every  wifh,  :  but,  fo  blind  are  mankind  to 
their  own  real  happinefs,  that  it  is  oftner 
to  the  gratification  than  to  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  their  wifhes  that  all  their  mife- 
ry  is  owing.  We  often  choofe  what  is 
not  conibnant  to  the  welfare  of  our  na-< 
ture,  and  ftrive  to  avoid  thofe  incidents 
which  are  fated  in  the  order  of  incon.- 
trolable  events  far  our  good.  Frequently 
do  we  labour  to  fecure  the  things  that  de- 
bafe  us  into  flaves,  and  overwhelm  u$  with, 
calamity  \  but  feldom  do  we  defire,  rarely 
do  we  ftrive  to  obtain  thofe  objects,  and 
acquire  that  ftation,  which  are  moffc  likely 
to  render  humanity  as  perfect  as  it  can.  be 
in  this  world,  rational  and  godlike,  and 
thereby  crown  our  lives  with  true  happi 
nefs.  Many  a  man  has  purfued  a  Venus  * 
an  eflate,  an  honour,  with  much  toil  and 
wonderful,  activity,  and  when  poffeiTed  of 
the  fancied  blefling,  have  been  made  very 
miferable  mortals.  The  wiihed  fox  beauty 
1*5  has,' 
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has  often  made  even  the  hufband  wretch 
ed.  An  aching  fear  is  often  covered  with 
the  laurel :  and  in  refpect  of  envied  great 
fortunes,  gaudy  is  the  thing  without,  and 
within  very  often  is  mere  bitternefs.  The 
wifdom  is,  as  to  this  world,  not  to  get  from 
the  fairies  a  power  of  enjoying  all  that 
fancy  may  defire,  if  that  was  poflible ;  but, 
to  a6t  well  and  wifely,  in  the  moft  reafon- 
able,  lovely,  and  fair  manner,  and  propofe 
nothing  of  ourfelves,  but  with  a  referee 
that  fupreme  wifdom  permits  it  j  welcom 
ing  every  event  with  chearfulnefs  and  mag 
nanimity,  as  beft  upon  the  whole,  becaufe 
ordained  of  infinite  reafon  •,  and  acqui- 
efcing  in  every  obflruction,  as  ultimately 
refervable  to  divine  providence.  This  (con 
tinued  refleRicn)*  in  refpecl  of  this  life,  were 
there  no  other,  is  preferable  to  the  caflle  of 
'wijhes^  if  we  could  find  it  at  the  end  of  this 
avenue  (17). 


(17)  In  the  zd  volume  of  Familiar  Letters  between 
the  characters  in  David  Simple,  the  reader  will  find 
an  excellent  ftory  in  relation  to  ivijhing,  which  the 
ingenious  female  writer  calls  a  fragment  of  a  Fairy 
Tale,  p.  225 — 275  :  and  concludes  it  in  the  follow 
ing  fenfible  manner. — The  good  Fairy  came  often  to 
viiit  me,  and  confirmed  me  in  my -refolution,  never 
again  to  be  fo  unreafonable,  as  to  defire  to  have  all 
my  wiihcs  compleated ;  for  (he  convinced  me,  that 
the  mort-fighted  eyes  of  mortals  were  not  formed  to 

fee. 
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But  if  another  life  is  taken  into  the  quet 
tion,  the  argument  grows  ftronger  againft  a 
power  of  enjoying  all  we  could  wifh  for. — - 
As  we  are  accountable  creatures,  and  are 
pouring  fail  out  of  time  into  eternity,  reli 
gion  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  the  main  bu- 

fmefs  of  mortals  ; that  religion,  which 

is  a  living  principle,  fpring,  or  root  of  ac 
tion  in  the  foul ;  wrought  there  by  the  hand 
of  him  that  made  us  ;  and  which  requireth 
us  to  honour  and  fear  God  as  the  fupreme 
Lord,  to  efteem  him  as  the  chief  good  >  and 
to  exercife  and  exprefs  that  honour,  that 
fear,  and  that  efteem,  by  all  the  means* 
and  in  all  the  ways,  which  reafon  and  reve 
lation  appoint  for  iiich  exercife  and  expref- 
fion  ;  that  we  may  gain  the  love  of  the  Al 
mighty,  and  obtain  the  eftabliflied  feat  of 
happinefs  above :  but  fuch  force  hath  the 
objects  of  fenfe  upon  the  mind,  that  it  is 
more  than  probable  they  would  outweigh 
the  diftant  hopes  of  religion,  if  wifhes  could 
bring  in  even  a  tenth  part  of  what  the  va 
nity  of  man  and  his  fenfes  would  call  for. 


fee,  whether  the  event  of  any  of  their  own  wifhes 
would  produce  moft  happinefs  or  mifery :  and  that 
our  greateft  felicity,  often  arifes  from  the  very  difap- 
pointment  of  thofo  dsiires,  the  gratification  of  which* 
at  the  firfl  view,  feems  to-  be  necefTary  to  our  wel 
fare* 

L6  It 
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It  would  be  fo  far  from  being  an  advan 
tage  to  mankind,  if  they  could  wifh  and 
have  vafl  fortunes,  all  the  pleafures,  the 
pomps  and  honours  of  the  world,  that  they 
would  thereby  be  deprived  of  the  rational 
joys  of  life,  and  be  influenced  to  think  no 
more  of  the  excellency  and  beauty  of  reli 
gion-  and  the  good  confequences  of  ferving 
God  truly.  They  would  not  even  divide 
themfelves  between  this  world  and  the 
other.  The  Idol  Gods  of  this  ftate  would 
have  all  their  fervice.  The  wijh  then  Ihould 
be  for  daily  bread,  and  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  may  come — bis  will  be  done  in  our  fouls* 
In  thefe  are  comprifed  the  greateit  and  mofl 
valuable  bleilings,  and  we  are  fare  we  can 
obtain  them,  if  we  will  add  to  a/king  an  in- 
duftry  and  prudence  in  acquiring,  and  take 
care  by  culture,  to  bring  up  the  feeds  of 
virtue  and  holinefs.  This  is  enough  ta 
make  us  as  happy  here  as  reafon  can  defire. 
We  have  a  furBciency  to  go  through  this 
world  to  that  other  where  we  are  to  be  fta- 
tioned  for  ever,  and  againft  the  accidents 
of  the  way,  we  have  the  fupports  which, 
innocence  and  virtue  to  the  good  adminifter. 
Peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind  here,  and 
hopes  full  of  comfort  with  refpect  to  here 
after,  are  the  ingredients  of  our  happinefs ; 
a  happinefs  the  greateft  \  and  we  are  cer 
tain  that  he,  upon  vjiofe  mercy  and  goocK 
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nefs  we  confefs  we  exift,  will,  in  regard 
to  our  confidence  and  truft^  our  faith  and 
religion,  when  this  fleeting  fcene  is  over, 
make  us  glorious  and  ever  blefTed  in  the 
kingdom  he  has  prepared  for  thofe  that  rely 
on  the  divine  goodnefs,  and  do  their  bed  to 
advance  the  ftate  of  true  virtue  in  the 
world.  Let  us  not  regret,  then,  the  want 
of  a  caftle  of  wifoes.  Let  us  not  have  a  de- 
fire  of  that  wealth,  dominion,  and  fplendor 
which  lives  in  contempt  of  the  prophets 
and  riots  in  the  heinous  pleafnres  of  ir- 
religion. 

Let  our  great  Mafter's  Will  be  made  the 
rule  of  all  our  aftions,  and  let  his  intereft 
be  regarded,  as  our  intereft.  Let  us  con- 
fult  his  honour,  as  our  own  honour  -9  and 
having  food  and  raiment,  be  content,  as  we 
are  hailing  away  with  a  never  ceafing  pace 
to  the  realms  of  eternity  and  unmixed  blifs. 
This  is  reafon  and  light.  This  only  de- 
ferves  our  care.  There  is  nothing  worth 
\viihing  for,  but  the  happinefs  of  God's  pre- 
fence  in  our  hearts ;  and  the  more  immedi 
ate  communications  of  his  love  and  favour 
in  the  regions  of  day. 

42.  Thus  did  reflexion  enter- 

•    **  T     •  i  i  •  j       A  dejcnption 

tain  me,  as  I  rid  up  this  grand     ofa\Jurai 
fhady  walk,  which  looked  like    grotto  in  one 

the 
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of  the  moun-  the  avenue  I  had  read  of  in  the 
tains  of  <faies  Qf  t  he  pairies  and  brought 

Stanemore.  7 

me  to  a  natural  grotto*  more 

beautiful  than  jEliarfs  defcription  of  Atalan- 
ta's,  or  that  in  Homer,  where  Calypfos  lived* 

— It  was  a  large  cavern  at  the 
June  14,  bottom  of  a  marble  mountain, 

and  without,  was  covered  round 
with  ivy,  that  clung  about  fome  aged  oaks, 
(on  either  fide  the  entrance)  that  feemed  co 
eval  with  the  earth  on  which  they  grew. 
Abundance  of  large  laurel  trees,  in  clumps, 
adorned  an  extenfive  area  before  the 
door;  and  faffron,  and  hyacinths,  and 
flowers  of  many  colours,  covered  in  confuf- 
ed  fpots  the  carpet  green.  The  beautiful 
ground  refrefhed  the  fight,  and  purified  the 
air  :  and  to  enhance  the  beauties  of  the  fpot, 
a  clear  and  cold  ftream  gufhed  from  a 
neighbouring  rock  which  watered  the  trees 
and  plants,  and  feemed  to  combat  with 
the  earth,  whether  of  them  moil  contri 
buted  to  their  growth  and  prefervation.  It 
was  a  fweet  rural  fcene.  For  charms 
and  folitude  the  place  was. equally  to  be 
admired. 

The  infide  of  this  grotto  was  a  beautiful 
green  marble,  extremely  bright,  and  even 
approaching  to  the  appearance  of  the 
emerald.  It  was  thick  fet  with  mells,  and 

thofe 
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thofe  not  fmall  ones,  but  fome  of  the 
largeft  and  fined  kinds :  many  of  them 
feemed,  as  it  were,  fqueezed  together  by 
the  marble,  fo  as  to  mew  the  edges  only  •, 
but  more  were  to  be  feen  at  large,  and 
filled  with  the  pureft  fpar.  The  whole 
had  a  fine  effect,  and  as  the  cave  had 
been  divided  by  art  into  fix  fine  apart 
ments,  and  had  doors  and  chimnies  moft 
ingeniouily  contrived,  both  the  manfion 
and  its  fituation  charmed  me  in  a  high 
degree.  It  was  a  beautiful  habitation  in 
deed.  On  either  fide  of  it  were  many  cot 
tages,  pretty  and  clean  -9  and  as  Iheep  were 
feeding  on  the  field,  fome  cows  grazing, 
and  various  kinds  of  tame  fowl  before  the 
doors,  I  concluded  it  was  an  inhabited  place, 
before  I  faw  any  one. 

44.  The  firfl  human  being; 

T  IT.   u  u 

I  beheld,  was  an  old  woman, 

who  appeared  at  the  grotto 
door,  and  I  requefted  her  to  inform  me, 
who  lived  in  this  delightful  place; — and 
which  was  my  belt  way  to  Cumberland  or 
Bijhoprick?  Sir,,  (replied  the  good  old  wo 
man)  you  are  welcome  to  Eurcott -Lodge. 
Women  only  are  the  inhabitants  of  this 
fpot :  and  over  the  hills  before  you,  you 
mull  go,  to  get  to  the  countries  you  men 
tion.  We  are  an  hundred  fouls  in  all 

that 
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that  live  here,  and  our  miftrefs,  fuperior 
and  head,  is  a  young  woman.  Her  name 
is  Axora.  Yonder  Ihe  comes,  goodnefs  it- 
ielf,  and  as  it  is  now  feven  in  the  evening,, 
too  late  to  proceed  any  farther  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  you  had  better  walk  up  to 
her,  and  pay  her  your  refpecls.  Great  was 
my  fnrprize  at  what  I  heard.  A  little  female 
republic  among  thofe  hills  was  news  indeed : 
and  when  I  came  near  Azora,  my  aftonim- 
ment  increafed. 

She  was  attended  by  ten  young  women, 

ftraight,  clean,  handfome  girls,  and  furpaffed 

them  in  tallnefs.  Her  countenance  was  maf~ 

culine,    but  not  auftere :    her 

nepifiure       fine  blue  difcovered   an 

of  ./izora.  .,  J  r  ... 

excellence  or  temper,  while 
they  fhewed  the  penetration  of  her  mind. 
Her  hair  was  brown,  bright  and  charming  ^ 
and  nature  had  flamped  upon  her  cheeks  a 
colour  that  exceeded  the  moft  beautiful  red 
of  the  fined  flower.  It  was  continually  as. 
the  maiden  blufh  of  a  modeft  innocence. 
She  was  dreft  in  a  fine  woollen  ilufE,  made 
in  the  manner  Ihepherdefe  are  painted* 
and  on  her  head  had  a  band  or  fillet  like 
what  the  ladies  now  wear,  with  a  bunch  of 
artificial  flowers  in  her  hair.  She  had  a  very 

finall  flraw  hat  on.< In  her  hand,  fhe 

held  a  long  aad  pretty  crook :  and  as  her 

coats. 
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coats  were  fhort,  her  feet  were  feen,  in 
black  filk  ihoes,  and  the  fineft  white  flock- 
ings,  and  appeared  vaftly  pretty.  She 
ftruck  me  greatly.  She  was  a  charming, 
and  uncommon  figure.  When  I  came  up  to 
Azora^  I  could  hardly  forbear  addreffing 
her,  as  the  fon  of  UlyJ/es  did  the  fupernal, 

O  vous,  qui  que  vous  foiez,  mortelle 

on  deeffe  (quoiqu'a  vous  voir  on  ne  puiffe 
vous  prendre  que  pour  une  divinite)  feriez- 
vous  infenfible  au  malheur  d'un  fils,  qui 
— Whoever  you  are,  a  mortal  or  a  god- 
defs,  though  fure  your  afpecl  fpeaks  you 
all  divine,  can  you,  unmoved,  behold  a 
haplefs  fon,  by  fate  expelled,  and  urged 
by  unrelenting  rage,  to  wander  through  the 
world,  expofed  to  winds  and  feas,  and  all 
the  flrokes  of  adverfe  fortune,  till  he  ar 
rived  in  this  land  of  felicity  and  peace  ? 
But  on  better  thoughts,  I  only  faid, 
I  am  your  moil  humble  fervant,  Madam, 
and  told  her  I  believed  I  had  loft  my 

way,  and  knew  not  where  to  go  : To 

which  me  replied,  You  are  welcome,  Sir, 
to  our  hamlet^  and  to  the  beft  entertain 
ment  it  affords :  only  tell  me,  me  added 
with  a  fmile,  what  could  induce  you  to 
travel  this  unbeaten  road — and  how  did 
you  pafs  the  precipices  and  rivers  you 
muil  have  met  with  in  the  way  ? — Cu- 
riofity,  Madam,  (I  anfwered)  was  one 

caufe  -, 
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caufe  ;  that  I  might  fee  a  country  no  tra 
veller  had  been  in ;  and  my  next  induce 
ment,  to  find  a  valuable  friend ;  who  lives 
fomewhere  upon  the  northern  border  of 
this  county,  or  Torkjhire^  or  on  the  adjoin 
ing  limits  of  Cumberland  or  Durham  \  but 
on  which  I  know  not  j  and  as  I  came  from 
Burgh  under  Stanemore^  I  judged  it  the  Ihort- 
eft  way  by  a  great  many  miles,  and  the 
likelieil  to  fucceed  in  my  enquiry  after  my 
friend : — then  as  to  hills  and  waters,  many 
dangerous  ones  I  have  gone  over,  and  with 
great  toil  and  fatigue  have  got  thus  far. — • 
This  (Azora  faid)  is  a  rational  account  of 
your  journey,  and  as  there  are  many  diffi 
culties  ftill  before  you,  you  are  welcome  to 
reft  with  us  till  you  are  refrefned,  and  able 
to  proceed. 

By  this  time,  we  reached  the  grotto  door, 
and  upon  entering  the  firft  ap  .iin^ni,  I  law 
another  lady,  dreft  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  age,  that  is,  about 
fix-and-twenty,  as  I  was  told.  This  was 
•dzora's  companion  and  friend.  She  was  a 
very  pretty  woman,  tho5  inferior  to  Azora 
in  charms  :  but  her  mind  was  equally  lu 
minous  and  good.  Is  either  fhe  nor  Azora 
were  learned  women,  that  is,  they  under- 
•ftoocl  no  other  language,  than  the  Eftgtijfr 
tongue,  and  in  that,  they  had  but  a  irnall 

collection 
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colle&ion  of  the  bed  books ;  but  thofe  few 
they  had  read  well,  and  they  had  capacities 
to  think.  In  reafon,  philofophy,  and  ma 
thematics,  they  were  excellent,  and  in  the 
moil  agreeable  manner,  difcovered  in  con-, 
verfation  the  finefl  conceptions  of  the  moft 
excellent  things.  Azora,  of  the  two,  was 
by  much  the  bed  fpeaker.  Her  voice  was 
delightful,  and  her  pronunciation  juil,  flrong, 
clear,  and  various.  With  unfpeakable  plea- 
fure  did  I  liiten  to  her,  during  three  days: 
that  I  happily  pafied  with  her  and  her  com 
panion,  and  received  from  both  many  va 
luable  informations.  I  thought  I  uncler- 
flood  algebra  very  well,  but  I  was  their 
inferior,  and  they  inilrudted  me ;  and  on 
the  fundamental  points  of  religion,  they 
not  only  out-talked  me,  but  out-reafoned 
me.  It  is  very  flrange,  I  confefs.  It  is  very 
true,  however. 

Azora^  in  particular,  had  an  amazing 
collection  of  the  moil  rational  philofophical 
ideas,  and  ilie  delivered  them  in  the  moil 
pleafing  drefs,  with  as  much  eafe  as  me 
breathed.  She  afked  me,  after  I  had  feafled 
on  an  excellent  fupper,  how  religion  went 
on  in  the  world ;  and  what  was  the  condi 
tion  of  that  which  came  from  fupernatural 
communication,  as  ihe  phrafed  it  ?  and  when 
I  told  her,  that  our  excellent  divines  did  all 

that 
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that  was  poflible  for  men  to  do,  to  turn  the 
world  from  fuperftition  of  every  kind  to  that 
exprefs  revelation  which  reflores  the  dilates 
of  uncorrupted  reafon  to  their  force  and  autho 
rity  ^  which  teaches  the  knowledge  of  one 
fupreme  Spirit  or  God.,  and  the  nature  of  that 
ivorjbip  which  is  due  to  a  Being  not  confin 
ed  to,  or  depending  upon,  particular  places, 
or  circumftances ;  but  always  and  every 
where  prefent  with  us  :  me  anfwered,  that 
fuch  clergymen  are  glorious,  and  cannot 
be  enough  admired  ^  and  great  is  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  the  men  who  oppofed 
them,  and  forced  them  into  the  field  of  diipu- 
tation,  from  their  holy  labour  of  inftructing 
the  people  in  penitential  piety  and  fanctifica- 
tion  :  I  mean  the  infidels  and  the  bigots. 

What  can  be  more  unjuft  and  impious, 
(Azora  continued)  than  for  men  to  declaim 
againft  a  revelation  which  difplays  the  pa 
ternal  regard  of  God  for  his  creatures,  by 
doing  more  than  was  ilrictly  neceflary  for 
their  happinefs,  as  they  had  his  original  law 
of  reafon  before  he  gave  them  the  gofpel  •, 
and  which  enables  us  to  extend  our  know 
ledge  even  as  to  thole  things  which  we  are 
by  nature  capable  of  knowing-,  which 
awakens  us  to  duty,  and  advifes  us  how  to. 
walk  in  the  ways  of  prudence  and  fafety., 
To  reject  fuch  an  extraordinary  method  of 

faving 
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faving  us,  is  fenfelefs  and  culpable  indeed. 
Surely,  when  fuperflition  and  enthufiafm  has 
led  mankind  into  errors^  we  ought  to  adore 
the  divine  goodnefs  for  recommunicating  a 
knowledge  of  true  religion  -,  of  duty  in  this 
life,  and  of  what  we  are  to  expect  in  that 
which  is  to  come.  We  can  never  be 
thankful  enough  for  a  revelation^  that  has 
a  tendency  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
mankind  both  here  and  hereafter.  The 
oppofition,  in  my  opinion,  is  without  ex- 
cufe ;  as  the  external  evidence  of  hiftory, 
miracles,  and  prophecy  for  the  gofpel, 
is  inconteftably  flrong,  when  fairly  exa 
mined  ;  muft  appear  with  force  to  a  mo- 
dejt,  candid,  impartial  inquirer ;  and  as  the 
internal  evidence  for  the  facred  letters, 
their  ufefulnefs  and  excellence,  muft  be 
obvious  to  every  attentive  capacity,  that  de 
lights  in  the  purfuit  of  religion  and  virtue. 
Truth  and  candour,  then,  thofe  infidels  are 
Grangers  to.  They  are  not  fair  reafoners. 
They  are  haughty,  over-bearing  declaimers. 

Nor  can  I  think  much  bet-     Azora'j 
te.r  (Azora  faid)  of  thofe  great 

.v  4  ,       '  ,  °      •> 

and  reverend  men,  who  preach 
and  write  to  prove  the  weaknefs    law  of 
of  human  reafon,  and  that  the    /*»• 
prime  law  or  our  creation,  the  law  of  na* 
tare,  is  imfer/eft*   infujfirient,    and  olfture-* 

and 
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and  therefore  fupernatural  communication  was 
absolutely  mceffary\  who  add  to  this,  things 
inconceivable  and  contradictory,  and  infill 
upon  our  believing  articles  too  hard  for  ra 
tional  beings.  This  is  mifreprefenting  ra- 
tionals,  if  we  believe  the  fcriptures,  and  is  fo 
far  from  being  of  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  chrif- 
tianity,  (as  in  charity  we  mufl  fuppofe  thofe 
great  men  by  fuch  writing  and  preaching  do 
intend)  that  it  does,  on  the  contrary,  very 
greatly  hurt  revealed  religion.  It  is  to  fuch 
wrong  defences  of  revelation  that  antichrif- 
tian  Deifm  owes  its  chief  ftrength.  Our  holy 
religion  wants  not  any  evidence  that  can  be 
defired  by  the  modeft,  candid,  and  impar 
tial  j  but  if  great  and  learned  men  will  deny 
the  perfection  of  the  primary  law  of  God, 
and  fubftitute  in  the  place  of  recommunicated 
nature ',  an  invented gofpel,  that  fwells  with  ufe- 
lefsmyfteries,  icn&'bard doftrines^  great  damage 
•mufl:  fall  upon  the  true  gofpel.  An  unintel 
ligible  religion  is  no  religion.  It  can  be  of  no 
concern,  with  regard  to  rational  creatures  •, 
and  flrong  minds  will  laugh  at  its  pieties, 

..    .  But   exclufive   of   invented 

myfterieSi  (I  fa-id)  which  are,  to 
be  fure,  fad  fluff  in  the .  works  of  thofe 
great  men,  and  deplorably  corrupt  the 
•i-implicity  of  the  gofpel,  to  me  it  is  not  fo 
plain,  that  mankind  could  by  reafon  acquire 

2  juft 
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juft  and  adequate  ideas  cf  the  exiftence  and 
nature  of  the  Supreme  Being,  or  know  that 
they  had  immortal  fouls,  and  would,  expofe 
themfelves  to  eternal  unavoidable  mifery  in 
a  future  Itate,  in  proportion  to  the  demerit 
of  their  thoughts  and  actions  in  this  world; 
but  might  fecure  everlasting  felicity  by  wor- 
fhipping  one  fupreme,  univerfal,  omnipo 
tent,  eternal,  omniprefent,  and  intelligent 
Spirit,  and  doing  ail  the  good  we  have  an 
opportunity  and  pov/er  to  do  in  this  life.  I 
queition  i;  reafon  can  make  us  clear  and 
certain  on  thefe  articles.  The  reafon  of  the 
bulk  of  mankind  cannot  do  it,  I  think. 
Therefore  the  gofpel  was  abiblutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  falvation  of  men. 

Azora  to  this  replied,  that 

faith  in  Chrift,  and  all  hi-?  own  Continuation 

•   ft-  c  u-    i        i  of  Azores 

institutions,  were  of  high  value  Jrd-gim3  m_ 

indeed^  and  beautiful  his  re-     tiens. 
ligion  appears,  whci  .dy 

repreiented,  as  an  infi  union  that  has  no 
other  end  than  mirci-ity^  the  moil  noble 
end,  and  the  moft  worthy  of  God  ;  and  that 
.declares  the  praffice  of  all  the  moral  offices 
to  be  fuperior  to  ar-y  inward  accornplifh- 
rnent,  or  outward  Ci.iriftian  inftitniion:  but 
ihe  could  not  allow,  that  Chriftiaiuty  was 
abiblutely  neceflary;  for  the  CGV  -n  rea- 
fon  of  men,  without  launching  out  into 

the 
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the  unfathomable  ocean  of  metaphyiical  fub- 
tilties,  appears  upon  trial  to  be  able  to  dif- 
cover  the  fundamental  points  of  religion  •, 
and  from  the  things  that  are  made,  from 
our  moral  capacities  and  powers,  and  from 
our  relations  to  one  another,  to  know  the 
fupreme  Being,  his  attributes  and  perfec 
tions,  and  that  we  are  accountable  to  our 
great  Creator. 

If  men  will  think,  they  mud  perceive 
(without  the  reafon  of  a  Newton  or  Clarke) 
the  exiftence  of  a  fpiritual  influence  in  all 
the  parts  of  inanimate d  matter,  and  the 
txiftence  of  their  own  fpirits  or  fouls.  To 
which  ever  part  of  matter  we  look,  we 
fee  a  fpirit  employed.  An  influencing 
Being,  endued  with  the  faculties  of  per 
ception,  activity,  and  volition,  is  plain. 
The  accidental  qualities  of  matter,  called 
attraction,  repulflon,  and  communication  of  mo 
tion,  evince  that  material  and  vegetable  na 
ture,  and  all  the  parts  of  inanimated  mat 
ter,  are  actuated  by  one  fupreme  and  uni- 
verfal  fpirit :  I  fay  One  Spirit,  becaufe  it 
is  evident  from  afamenefs  of  volition,  that 
is  from  one  and  the  fame  faculty  of  voli 
tion,  manifefl  throughout  all  nature,  that 
there  are  not  feveral  diftincl,  independent 
fpirits.  In  attraction,  repulfion,  and  communi 
cation  of  motion,  there  appears  no  different 

faculty 
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faculty  of  volition,  but  a  different  exercife  of 
the  fame  faculty  of  volition  ;  which,  for  wife 
reafbns,  makes  fome  parts  of  matter  cohere 
ftrongly,  as  rtone  and  metal, — fome  weak 
ly,  as  earth,  &c.  fome  repel,  while  others 
attract ;  fome  elaftic,  and  others  non-eiaftic. 
In  all  thefe  cafes,  one  fpirit  only  is  the  after : 
that  Being  who  kolds  all  perfection  in  him- 
felf,  and  by  an  abfolute  command  over  all 

Earts  of  matter,  forms  and  manages  it  as 
is  wifdom  fees  befc ; juft  as  his  adora 
ble  providence  governs  us,  and  difpofes  of 
us,  by  fuch  laws  as  reafon  (confuhing  the 
good  of  the  whole  fociety)  declares  it  to  be 
beft  for  us  to  obey :  befc,  moft  furely,  as  it 
is  the  glory  of  the  Almighty  to  be  conftantly 
and  without  any  deviation,  governed  by  the 
eternal  and  immutable  laws  of  good  and 
right,  juft  and  equal.  All  is  the  operation 
of  one  and  the  fame  univ  erf al  fpirit.  Identity 
is  vifiblc.  The  various  kinds  of  attraction, 
repulfion,  etc.  only  fliew  the  unlimited 
power  of  the  Deity,  in  actuating  matter  as 
his  eftabliihed  rules  require.  Were  feveral 
arbitrary,  fupreme  fpirits  to  act  over 
matter,  the  confequence  would  be  a 
breach  of  regularity,  uniformity,  and  con- 
ftancy,  in  the  laws  of  nature,  and  that  con- 
fufion  would  appear  inftead  of  beauty  and 
order. 

VOL,  I.  M  Thus 
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Thus  common  reafon  con- 

Continuation       feffes  t}iat  t}iere   }s    Qm   l 


zora  .r  .        r  i      r  r  •    •     '       i 

******  ffi  fupreme  fpint,    who 


«,- 


aShtdtes  and  governs  the  uni- 
verfe  ;  and  from  the  heavens, 
the  earth,  and  ourfelves,  we  are  as  certain 
that  there  is  a  Creator  and  Lord  of  all  the 
worlds,  who  dire  Sis  every*  atom  of  it,  and 
animates  every  material  form,  as  we  are  of 
any  thing  demonilrated  to  us.  And  as  he 
is  not  only  the  Creator  but  the  Manager  and 
Preferver  of  every  being,  there  can  be  no 
power  equal  to  him.  He  muit  be  omnipo 
tent.  He  muft  Jikewife  be  eternal  and 
omniprefent;  for  there  was  no  fuperior 
power  to  receive  exiftence  from,  nor  is 
there  a  fuperior  power  to  confine  it.  As  to 
his  infinite  intelligence,  his  being  the  Au 
thor  and  preferver  of  all  things  demon- 
ftrates  it. 

In  refpedt  of  the  human  foul  (Azora  con 
tinued)  it  is  impoflible  for  perception  to  pro 
ceed  from  the  body^  or  from  any  motion  or 
modification  of  parts  of  the  body  -,  and  there 
fore,  there  muft  be  a  mind  in  which  our 
ideas  muft  be  produced  and  exift.  If  the 
ideas  of  fenfation  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  different  motions  of  the 
vonftituent  parts  of  the  brain,  yet  they  can 

not 
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not  be  thofe  motions.  The  motions  can 
only  enable  a  fpiritual  percipient  to  note 
them,  remember  them,  etc. :  and  as  to  re- 
faction^  the  other  part  of  the  perceptive  fa 
culty,  attention  and  contemplation^  it  is  not 
poflible  they  can  proceed  from  the  different 
motions  into  which  the  parts  of  the  brain 
are  put ;  becaufe  they  are  employed  folely 
about  perceptions  which  were  only  in  the 
mind.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  as  to  many 
other  qualities  or  faculties ; — in  the  defigning 
quality,  the  inventing  quality,  the  judging 
quality,  the  reafoning  quality,  the  com 
pounding  quality,  the  abilracting  quality, 
the  difcerning  quality,  the  recoilective  qua 
lity,  the  retentive  quality,  the  freedom  of 
"will,  the  faculty  of  volition,  and  efpecially 
the  forefeeing  faculty  :  thefe  cannot  be  the 
faculties  of  matter.  Such  qualities  muft 
exiil  ultimately  and  folely  in  mind.  Can 
forefight,  for  example,  be  the  work  of 
matter,  when  it  is  employed  about  things  and 
actions  which  have  not  yet  happened,  and 
for  that  reafon  cannot  be  the  objects  of  the 
fenies  ?  No  furely.  It  muft  be  the  fpiritual 
part  of  the  compound  that  acts  upon  the 
occafion :  in  all  the  intelligent  faculties  which 
we  comprehend  under  the  complex  idea 
of  under/landing,  fpirit  only  can  be  the  per 
former. 

M  2  There 
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There  is  a  foul  or  mind  then 

Continuation        Jn  man^  ancj  tjiat  Jt  jg  ^mmOTtal 

reli^cTsphi-     anc*  Accountable^  is   as  evident 
lofophy.  as   that    the    retentive  faculty^ 

that  is,  regaining  ideas  received 
by  reflexion,  does  not  pertain  to  body,  but 
is  a  natural  quality  of  the  foul  only,  and 
does  not  proceed  from  its  union  with  the 
body  :  for,  as  perception  and  retention  prove 
the  human  mind  to  be  a  didin6t  being,  and 
that  it  has  qualities  which  cannot  proceed 
from  body,  therefore  it  muft  ftill  continue 
a, Spirit,  unlefs  annihilated  by  its  Creator, 
and  mud,  after  its  feparation,  be  endued 
with  the  qualities  which  are  the  facul 
ties  of  foul  only.  The  reafon  is  plain. 
Thefe  qualities  cannot  be  dedroyed  without 
a  caufe,  but  feparation  is  no  caufe,  as  the 
quality  or  qualities  did  not  proceed  from,  or 
depend  on  union,  therefore  the  foul  is  im 
mortal,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  what  cannot  be 
fuppofed,  that  its  Creator  puts  an  end  to  its 
being.  We  muft  know,  after  death,  that 
we  exift.  We  mud  remember  a  pail  exift- 
ence,  and  call  to  mind  every  idea  we  had 
formed  in  this  life  by  reflection. 

Continuation         As  to  our  being  account- 

cf  Azores        abje  hereafter  for  the  deeds  we 

have  done  in  this  firft  date  of 

exiftence, 
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exiftence,  this  can  admit  of  no  fpeculation  ; 
for  as  we  have  received  from  our  Creator  the 
eternal  law  of  reafon,  which  enables  us  to 
diftinguiih  right  and  wrong,  and  to  govern 
the  inferior  powers  and  pafiions,  appetites 
a-nd  fenies,  if  we  pleafe  ; — as  we  are  endued 
with  an  understanding  which  can  acquire 
large  moral  dominion,  and  may,  it  we 
oppofe  not,  fit  as  queen  upon  the  throne 
over  the  whole  corporeal  fyftem  ;  fince  the 
noble  faculty  of  reafon  was  given  to  rec 
tify  the  foul,  and  purify  it  from  earthly  af 
fections  •,  to  elevate  it  above  the  objects  of 
fenfe,  to  purge  in  from  pride  and  vanity, 
felftmnefs  and  hypocrify,  and  render  it  juit, 

pious  and  good  j of  confequence,  God 

has  a  right  to  call  us  to  account  for  our 
conduct  in  this  firfl  ftate,  and  will  reward 
or  puniih,  in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner  : 
as  the  principles  and  actions  of  man  have 
been  righteous  •,  or,  his  life  and  character 
ftained  by  unjuft  dilpoiitions  and  filthy 
deeds.  This  is  plain  to  common  reafon. 
Every  underilanding  mud  fee  this,  how 
wrong  foever  they  wilfully  act.  As  God 
by  his  nature  mud  abhor  iniquity,  and 
love  what  is  honeft,  pure,  and  good  j  lie 
rnuft  reward  the  piety  and  worthy  beha 
viour  of  thofe,  who  act  according  to  reafon 
in  this  life,  and  with  views  beyond  the 
bounds  of  time,  endeavour  to  proceed  each 
M  3  day 
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day  to  more  exalted  ideas  of  virtue  :  but, 
the  mortals  who  deviate  from  rectitude 
and  goodnefs,  and  wilfully  live  workers  of 
iniquity,  mull  expect  that  God,  the  Father 
of  fpirits,  the  Lover  of  truth,  and  the  Pa 
tron  of  righteoufnefs  and  virtue,  will  pro 
portion  future  punifhments  to  prefent  vices, 
and  banifh  them  to  the  regions  of  eternal 
darknefs.  From  the  natural  lights  of  our 
nnderftanding,  we  have  the  higheft  reafon 
to  conclude  this  will  be  the  cafe.  The 
truths  are  as  evident  to  a  reflection,  as  that 
this  world,  and  we  who  inhabit  it,  could 
not  have  had  eternal  exiftence,  nor  be  firlt 
formed  by  any  natural  caufe;  but  muft 
have  been  originally  produced,  as  we  are 
now  conftantly  preferved,  by  the  fupreme 
and  univerfal  Spirit.  This  is  the  excellent 
law  of  reafon  and  nature.  There  is  a  light 
fufHcient  in  every  human  breaft,  to  con 
duct  the  foul  to  perfeff  day,  if  men  will 
follow  it  right  onwards,  and  not  turn 
into  the  paths  that  lead  to  the  dark  night  of 
folk 


religious    notions 
on       amazed  me,  and  the  more,  as 

they  were  uttered  with  a  fiu" 
ency   and   eafe  beyond   every 

thing  I  had  ever  heard  before.    In  the  foft- 
cft,  iweeteft  voice,   (he  expreffed  herfelf, 

and 
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and  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  la-, 
hour,  her  ideas  feemed  to  flow  from  a  vail 
fountain.  She  was  a  matter  indeed  in  the 
do&rine  of  ideas.  Her  notion  of  them 
and  their  formation  was  juft  as  pofiible-; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  fhe  fettled  every  thing 
relating  to  them.  Her  ideas  of  activity 
and  paflivity,  afforded  me  much  inftruc- 
tion,  as  did  her  notions  of  fpace,  matter, 
and  fpirit :  and  what  is  ftill  more  extraor 
dinary,  me  had  a  fine  conception  of  an  elec-. 
tric-al  fluid*  which  is  thought  to  be  a  difco- 
very  made  very  lately,  and  made  ufe  of  it 
to  prove,  not  that  it  is  the  ultimate  caufe  of 
effects,  but  that  every  thing  is  cauled  and 
directed  by  an  immaterial  fpirit.  An  imma 
terial  fpirit  was  her  favourite  article,  and  it 
was  to  me  a  fine  entertainment  to  hear  her 
on  that  fubject ;  from  the  one  fupreme  Spi 
rit,  down  to  the  fpirit  of  brute  animals. — 
But  to  conclude  our  converfation  on  reli 
gion  ,  I  obferved  to  Azora^  that  if  things 
were  fo,  and  the  law  of  realbn  was  fo  per 
fect  and  furficient,  then  I  could  not  fee 
that  there  was  any  want  at  all  of  the 
religion  of  favour,  fince  that  of  nature 
was  enough  to  confirm  us  in  rectitude  and 
holinefs,  if  we  would  obey  its  directions ; 
and  to  ihew  us  the  way  to  the  man/ions  of 
angels.  Why  the  law  of  grace  at  fo  great 

an.  expence if  the  rule  of  reafon   can 

M  4  make 
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make  us  good  here,  and  for  ever  happy 
hereafter  ? 

Azora  replied,  that  me  had  be- 
Azora'j  no-  fore  anfvvercd  this  queftion  by 
tioncftbe  .obferving,  that  excellent  as  the 

u/  zfu  in  el  s  and  -  r      ^  • 

excellence  of  primary  law  of  the  creation 
tbriftianity.  was,  yet,  revelation  v/as  of  the 
greatell  ufe,  as  it  enables  us  to 
extend  our  knowledge  even  as  to  the 
things  which  we  are  by  nature  capable 
of  knowing^  arid  as  it  rcfioreu  to  the 
world  the  law  of  reafon,  that  is,  true 
religion,  when  fuperftition  and  enthufiafm 
had  eftablifhed  falfe  religion.  This  renders 
chriftianity  glorious,  were  there  nothing 
more  to  be  faid  for  it :  But  this  is  not  all 
we  can  fay. 

The    beft   of   mortals    are 

A    „  >  j-r      weak,  and  the  moft  of  them 
Azorav  &f-  ' *     r  ,      . 

<ou> fe  on  the      are  fo  fully  employed   about 

vfefulnefs  of  things  temporal,  that  it  is  im- 
cbrijlianity.  poffible  fo  much  good  (hould 
proceed  from  mere  human  rea 
fon,  as  from  a  plain  eafy  gofpel,  that  de 
lineates  duty  in  the  moft  intelligible  man 
ner,  and  contains  the  abfolute  command  of 
the  great  God,  to  renounce  vicious  habits, 
impure  defires,  worldly  tempers,  and  frame 
our  fouls  to  purity,  fmcerity,  and  devotion  -, 

as 


JOHN    BUNGLE,    ESQ^    24.9 

as  the  only  means  that  can  fecure  his  felici 
tating  prefence,  and  gain  us  admiflion  to 
the  delightful  feats  of  feparate  fouls  made 
perfect.  In  this  the  gofpel  is  far  preferable 
to  reafon. 

Befide,  as  wilful  difobedience 
flrikes  at  the  being  and  govern-  Continuation 
ment  of  God,  and  devotednefs  ^T>x 
to  the  Lord  of  all  the  worlds,  in 
truft  and  refignation,  is  the  perfection  of 
religion,  the  example  of  the  Son  of  God  in. 
riis  humiliation,  his  crofs,  his  death,  make  an 
inftance  of  refignation  fo  confummate  and 
inftructive,  that  we  not  only  learn  from  it 
what  reafon  cannot  half  fo  well  inftrucl:  us 
in  :,  I  mean  the  amiablenefs  of  virtue,  the  ex 
cellency  of  holinefs,  and  the  merit  of  ab- 
folute  and  unreferved  obedience  •,  but,  we 
are  roufed  to  an  imitation  of  this  grand 
character  -,  both  on  account  of  its  beau 
ty,  and  the  promife  of  our  fitting  clown  with 
Chrift  in  his  throne,  if,  according  to  our 
meufure,  we  work  all  righteoufnefs,  and 
overcome  our  prefent  temptations  and 
trials,  even  as  he  alfo  overcame,  and  is  fee 
down  with  his  Father  in  his  throne.  Rea 
fon  is  nothing  compared  to  this.  The  gof- 
pel-difpenfation  by  this  means  is  fitted  to 
render  us  virtuous,  holy,  and  thoroughly 

M  5 '  a-ood, 
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good,  in  a  method  the  law  of  nature  could 
never  do. 

n     .  And  more  than  this  ;  when 

Continuation         .         -,     .        >,    .  '        .  . 

*/Azora'.r  the  God  of  heaven  law  his 
difcourfe  on  creatures  and  children  every 
the  excellence  where  going  wrong,  without 

tfcbrifioiu-      ^    hdp    amongft  themfelvCS, 

and  therefore  fent  his  Son  tofet 
them  right-,  to  fet  before  them  the  unchange 
able  rule  of  everlafting  righteoufnefs  in  its 
original  purity  and  perfection,  and  not  only 
explain  and  enforce  it  by  the  mod  powerful 
confiderattons,  but  apply  the  commands  of 
fupreme  realbn  to  the  government  of  the 
thoughts  and  paflions  of  the  hearty  that 
duty  and  virtue  in  the  principle,  and  habit 
of  univerfal  reftitude  towards  both  God 
and  man,  might  be  the  pradlice  of  all  the 
earth,  and  mankind  become  a  people  holy 
to  the  Lord  •,  He,  the  Univerfal  Father,  the 
better  to  effeft  this  blefled  purpofe,  added 
two  things  to  religion,  which  have  a  power 
that  reafon  wants,  to  make  us  conform  to 
God,  and  the  eternal  laws  of  righteoufnefs, 
in  principle,  temper  and  life.  One  is,  Chrift's 
appearing  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifae  of 
bhnfelf,  by  his  becoming  &  fin-offering.  The 
other  is,  the  qffiftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
The  oblation  of  the  Son^s^^k^  grace  of  the 

Father, 
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Father,  have  effects  in  religion,  in  changing 
and  fanffiifying^  that  reaibn  is  an  utter  ftran- 
ger  to. 

The  fum  of  the  whole  is, 
the  £*#,/,  that  word  of  truth 
and  power,  enters  the  hearts,  courfe  on  the 
and  breaks  the  power  of  fin  in  excellence  of 
the  foul.  The  My  life  of  Chrift  *%***&*# 

r  j.  7i  religion. 

Jets  us  an  ex  ample  ^  that  we 
fhould  walk  in  his  fteps^  and  obey  the  will 
of  the  infinite  wife  Creator ;  that,  like  him, 
we  fhould  accord  by  obedience  with  the 
harmony  of  God's  moral  government,  and 
rather  die  than  break  or  obftruft  it  by  any 
wilful  fin.  And  by  his  being  a  fin-offering, 
he  not  only  put  an  end  to  all  Jin-offerings^ 
(which  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  wont 
to  offer  ^)  (19.)  but,  by  his  being  the 


(19.)  When  a  plague  affli&ed  the  Maffilienfest  they 
fed  a  poor  man  delicioufly,  and  adorned  him  with  fa- 
cred  veftments  ;  then  led  him  through  the  city,  and 
facrificed  him,  by  throwing  him  headlong  down  from  a 
fteep  rock,  after  the  people  had  poured  th^ir  execra 
tions  upon  him,  and  prayed  that  all  the  calamities  of 
their  city  might  fall  upon  him. — Such  prac 
tice  mews  that  Chrift  being  offered  for  the  iins  of  the 
whole  world,  was  in  conformity  to  the  ideas  of  man 
kind.  The  Jews  had  their  devoted  animal : 

and  the  Gentiles  had  their  facrificed  poor  man,  and 
other  ways. 

M6  moft 
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moft  precious  one  in  the  univerfe,  fhevved 
God's  great  difpleafure  againfl  fin,  and  in 
his  obedience  to  the  Father,  even  unto 
death,  that  we  ought  to  ceafe  from  evil, 
and  by  a  righteous  obedience  render  our- 
ielves  worthy  of  God  the  Father's  love. 
That  we  may  do  fo,  we  have  the  promife 
of  the  Spirit  to  enable  us  to  turn  from  fin 
and  Satan  to  the  living  God,  that  by  the 
acting  principle  of  fanctification,  wrought 
within  us  by  the  hand  of  him  that  made  us, 
(without  the  leaft  force  on  our  will,)  we 
may  per f eft  cur  fouls  in  purity  and  bolinefs, 
exerafe  atts  of  love  and  benevolence,  and 
ivorjhip  the  one  true  God,  in  and  thro''  the 
one  true  Mediator. Reafon  alone,  ex 
cellent  as  it  is,  cannot  produce  any  thing 
like  this. 

The  religion  of  favour  in  thefe  refpects 
furpafles  the  law  of  nature.  By  thejirft  law 
of  the  creation^  -reafony  we  may  acquire  that 
right  eoufnefs,  which  is  an  habitual  rectitude 
of  foul,  and  right  actions  flowing  from  it : 
but  fanftification^  that  influencing  principle^ 
which  adds-Mmtfs  to  right  eoufncfa  belongs, 
•as  I  take  it,  to  the  law  of  grace.  It  is  given 
to  thofe  who  afk  it,  not  for  the  fake  of,  but 
through  Chrift. 

to         All  this  (I  anfwered)  isjuft 
-     and  fine    ancj  i  have  only  to 

J    n 

requeft, 
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requeft,  for  my  farther  inflruclion,  that  you 
will  be  pleafed,  Madam,  to  explain  yourfelf 
a  little  more  on  the  articles  of  a  fin-offering 
and  grace-,  for  I  have  always  thought  there 
was  'a  darknefs  fat  upon  theie  parts  of 
revealed  religion,  and  have  often  wifhed  for 
what  I  have  not  yet  found,  a  head  capable 
of  giving  me  indre  fatisfaction  on  thofe 
points:  but.  from  what  I  have  heard  you 
fay,  I  muil  now  fuppofe  that  all  my  doubts, 
relative  to  the  two  fubjects,  you  have  the 
power  to  remove. My  power  (Azora  re 
turned)  is  no  more  than  a  plain  underftand- 
ing,  that  in  this  ftill  and  peaceful  region,  has 
been  at  liberty  to  think,  without  being  cor 
rupted  by  fophiftry,  fchool-nonfenie,  or  au 
thority  -,  and,  as  to  giving  fatisfaction  on 
the  heads  you  mention,  or  any  other,  it 
is  not  what  I  pretend  to  :  but  my  opi 
nion  you  mall  have  fmce  you  afk  it; 
and  in  the  following  manner  Azora  pro 
ceeded. 

As  to  our  Lord's  becoming 
Ufa-offering?  I  conceive,  in  the     Azora'/  «r- 
firft  place,  that  God  ordained     {!£*rfj  . 

,  *          '  r         .  ir  7       Chnft  being 

it,    becaufe  he  faw  it  needful?     afm.0pringf 
and  neceffary  to  anfwer  many  and 
great  ends.     It  muft  be  right,  and  what  in 
the  reafcn  and  nature  of  things  ought  to  be, 
though  we  were  not  able  to  comprehend 

the 
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the  reafons  that  made  it  needful.  It  mnft 
have  been  the  propereft  way  to  make 
up  the  breach  between  heaven  and 
earth,  fmce  infinite  wifdom  appointed  it. 

In  the  next  place,  as  the  death  of  this  great 
perfon  not  only  gave  the  higheft  atteftation  to 
the  truth  of  his  do6lrine,    and  confirmed 
every  word  he  had  preached ;    to  the  en 
couragement  of  finners  to  repent,  and  the 
great  confolation  of  faints  •,  but  has  afforded 
us  fuch  a  noble  pattern  of  obedience,  as  mufl 
have  an  influence  on  intelligent  beings,  and 
excite  them  to  praftife  obedience  to  all  the 
commands  of  God,  and  perfect  refignation 
to  his  will  in  every  cafe ;  which  are  fome 
excellent  reafons  for  Chrift's  dying ;  fo  did 
Almighty  God  make  his  farther  ufe  of  it, 
that  he  appointed  the  blood  of  Chrift  (which 
was  med  to  produce  the  ejjenc e  of  fanffifica- 
tion  in  the  foul,   to  wit,  devotednefs^  truth? 
and  refignation  to  the  Almighty  Father  of 
the  univerfe)  to  be  the  blood  of  a  new  cove 
nant,  /bed  for  many  for  the  remiffion  of  fins. 
This  feems  to  me  to  take  in  the  whole  cafe. 
Chrift  by  obedience  to  the  death  (which  hap 
pened  in  the  natural   courfe  of  things)  is 
held  out  to  the  world  a  pattern  of  felf-facri- 
fee  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue — a  fample 
of  that  psrfeft  religion   ••    not  my  will,  but 

thine 


JOHN    BUNCLE,    ESQ.    255 

thine  be  done :  the  glorious  gofpel  is  thereby 
confirmed :  and  our  redemption  is  effected 
by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  As  Mofes, 
the  Mediator  between  God  and  Ifrael,  re 
peated  to  the  people  the  laws  and  judg 
ments  of  God,  and  received  their  confent 
to  the  divine  commands ;  entered  this  co 
venant  in  his  book,  offered  facrifices  of 
praife  and  friendfhip,  and  then  confirmed 
the  covenant  in  the  moil  folemn  manner, 
by  dividing  the  blood  of  the  facrifices  into 
parts  :  pne  part  of  which  he  fprinkled  on  the 
altar,  to  ratify  God's  part  of  the  covenant : 
and  with  the  other  part  fprinkled  the  people, 
that  is,  the  twelve  princes,  the  heads,  or 
the  twelve  pillars,  which  reprefented  the 
twelve  tribes,  and  then  awfully  cried  out 

with  a  flrong  voice Behold  the  blood  of 

the  covenant  Jehovah  has  made  with  you  :  fo 
did  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  the  Mediator  be 
tween  God  and  all  mankind,  teach  the  peo 
ple  by  his  gofpel  to  reftify  their  notions,  to 
regulate  their  affections,  to  direft  their  <wor- 
Jhip ;  with  the  judgments  that  were  to  be  the 
confequence  of  difobedience,  the  rewards 
prepared  for  thofe  who  obey  •,  and  then  de 
clared,  in  relation  to  his  death,  T'kis  is  my 
blood  of  the  new  covenant.  The  blood  I  muft 
Hied  on  the  crofs  will  feal,  ratify,  and  con 
firm  a  pardoning  covenant,  and  by  virtue 
thereof,  upon  repentance  and  converfion,  the 

world 
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world  is  wajbed  dean  thro9  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  This,  I  think  for  myfelf,  renders 
the  thing  very  plain  and  eafy.  The  death 
of  the  Son  of  God  was  taken  into  the  plan 
of  redemption,  not  to  pacify  God's  anger  -,  for 
God  could  be  no  otherwife  plea  fed  or  de 
lighted  with  the  blood  of  bis  Son,  than  as  his 
ihedding  it  was  an  act  of  the  highefl  obedi 
ence,  and  a  noble  pattern  to  all  the  rational 
creation  j  but  his  blood  was  made  the  feal of 
a  pardoning  and  juftifying  covenant  •,  and  by 
the  death  of  Chrift,  (the  moil  powerful 
means  to  prevent  fill,  and  to  draw  fmners 
to  obey  the  commands  of  heaven,)  God  de- 
monftrated  his  love  and  mercy  to  mankind.  I 
fancy  I  am  clear.  In  this  view  of  the  matter, 
I  can  fee  no  difficulty  in  being  juf lifted /m"/y 
by  the  grace  of  God,  through  the  redemption 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  God  is  the  fole 
original  and  fountain  of  redemption.  The 
Son,  and  his  go/pel,  are  the  great  inilruments. 
Lo !  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God,  the 
Son  declares :  and  the  Blood  he  Jhed,  the 
better  to  bring  the  human  race  to  wifdom, 
rectitude,  and  happinefs,  is  appointed  by 
our  merciful,  good,  and  gracious  Father, 
to  be  the  leal  and  ratification  of  a  new  co 
venant.  Moloch  might  want  a  cruel  and 
bloody  facrifke  to  pacify  him  •,  but  the 
Father  of  the  univerfe  lent  his  Chrift  to 
deliver  his  commands*  and  made  the  death, 

which 
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which  he  forefaw  would  happen  by  his 
fon's  delivering  fnch  commands  to  impious 
men,  to  be  a  covenant  between  Jehovah  and 
the  people,  that  Jefus  mould  be  conlidered 
as  a  propitiation  for  our  fins,  and  his  death 
be  an  eternal  memorial  of  the  Almighty's 
love,  and  abhorrence  of  iniquity.  There 
can  be  no  objection  lie  againft  this.  To 
me  this  appears  the  moft  rational  and  beau 
tiful  fcheme  that  infinite  wifdom  could  con 
trive.  Molt  glorious  and  good  is  our  God. 
Moft  happy  may  mortals  be,  if  they  pleaie. 
The  virtuous  obedience  of  our  Lord  hath 
obtained  from  God  a  right  and  power  to 
abolifh  death.  His  blood  hath  confirmed  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  his  gofpel  hath 
brought  life  immortal  into  light. 

As  to  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  (Azora  continued)  that     Azora'J  ac* 

f          -     >     i  T    •  -      -    i        count  of 

there  is  inch  a  living  principle  £race  J 
in  the  human  foul,  cannot  I 
think  be  denied,  if  revelation  is  to  be  be 
lieved  ;  but  the  mode  of  influencing  is  not 
perhaps  to  be  explained  otherwife  than  by 
faying,  that  our  gracious  and  good  Father 
makes  now  and  then  fome  friendly  impre£ 
fions  upon  our  minds,  and  by  reprefenting 
in  feveral  lights  the  terrors  and  promifes  of 
the  gofpel,  excites  our  hopes  and  fears.  As 
I  apprehend,  we  can  go  very  little  further. 

It 
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It  Is  eafy  I  think  to  prove  from  the  fcrip- 
tures,  that  as  the  extraordinary  afftftance  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  was  necefTary  for  planting 
Cbriftianity  at  fir  ft ;  fo  is  a  fupernauiral 
affiftance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  tho'  not  in 
fo  illuftrious  a  manner,  ftill  neceflary  to 
enable  us  to  perform  the  conditions  of  the 
gofpel.  Tho'  God  has  recalled  the  more 
vifible  figns  of  his  prefence,  yet,  to  be  fure, 
he  continues  to  influence  fome  way  or  other. 
I  cannot  fuppofe  the  Holy  Ghoil  has  wholly 
withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  church.  The 
rtnrxing  of  we  Holy  Gbofi  (St.  Peter  fays) 
was  a  promt fe  made  to  .them  and  to  their  child 
ren.,  and  to  thofe  that  were  afar  off]  even  as 
many  as  God  jhould  call;  and  as  human  na 
ture  has  the  fame  weaknefs  and  pafiions, 
and  extravagances  of  former  ages,  there  is 
as  much  need  of  a  divine  afllftance  now  as 
in  the  time  of  the  apoftles  ;  nay  more  need, 
I  think,  at  prefent,  as  miracles  are  ceafed. 
There  muil  be  a  weight  of  fupernauiral 
power  to  prefs  within,  as  there  are  now  no 
flafhings  from  the  fky,  or  extraordinary  ap 
pearances  without,  to  prove  the  certainty 
of  our  religion,  and  make  us  confider  its 
promifes,  threatenings,  and  rules :  but  the 
way  this  fupernauiral  principle  a6bs,  as  be* 
fore  observed,  is  hard  to  determine,  any 
than  what  I  have  faid  •,  and  inftead  of 
wa-Ung  our  time  in  enquiries  how  the  thing 

is 
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is  done,  our  bufinefs  is  to  render  ourfelves 
capable  of  fo  great  a  blefilng,  by  not  griev 
ing  this  holy  fpirit,  left  he  depart  from  us ; 
and  refolving  with  the  pfalmift,  to  'walk  with 
a  perfett  heart,  and  to  fet  no  wicked  thing  be 
fore  our  eyes.  We  mufl  ftrive  to  improve 
religious  thoughts;  we  muft  labour  hard 
to  obey  the  written  rules :  God  will  then 
give  us  the  grace  fuffident  for  us.  To  our 
considerable  talent  of  natural  power  to  do 
g(K)d,  our  Father  will  add  the  advantages 
of  his  fpirit.  If  we  defire  to  be  good,  he 
will  make  us  good  in  conjunction  with  cur 
own  application  and  pains  •,  by  a  gradual 
procefs,  and  human  methods.  If  nature  gives 
her  utmoft  attings,  the  author  of  nature  will 
move,  and  direct  and  affift  her  where  me  is 
weak.  Both  the  grace  and  the  providence 
of  God  may  be  likened  to  a  little  fpring 
concealed  within  a  great  machine  :  to  the 
known  given  powers  of  the  machine,  the 
operations  of  it  are  afcribed,  and  all  its 
events  imputed  ;  yet  it  is  the  fmall  fecreted 
fpring  that  directs,  draws,  checks,  and  gives 
movement  to  every  weight  and  wheel.  The 
cafe  cannot  be  exactly  alike,  as  a  compound 
of  matter  and  fpirit  is  different  from  a  ma 
chine  :  but  it  may  fuggeft,  I  imagine,  fome 
imperfect  idea  of  the  affair :  a  very  imper 
fect  one,  I  confefs ;  for  if  we  were  thinking 
ever  fo  long  of  the  matter,  grace,  after  all, 

would 
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would  be  what  the  apoftle  calls  it,  an  un- 
fpeakable  gift — A  gift  furmounting  our  ap- 
prehenfions,  as  well  as  it  does  our  merit. 
The  theory  of  it  may  be  perhaps  too  excel 
lent  for  us,  and  our  part  is,  not  to  deter 
mine  how,  but  with  honeft  hearts  to  pray, 
that  a  ray  from  heaven  may  open,  and  fhine 
upon  our  underftanding,  clear  it  from  pre 
judices  and  impoflures,  and  render  it  teach 
able,  confiderative  and  firm  •,  may  infpire 
good  thoughts,  excite  good  purpofes,  and 
iuggeil  wholeforne  counfels  and  expedients. 
This  the  divine  power  may  eafily  do,  with 
out  depriving  us  of  free-will,  or  leflening 
our  own  moral  agency.  That  power  may 
extinguifli  an  imagination  we  ftrive  to  get 
rid  of:  may  remove  an  impediment  we  la 
bour  to  be  freed  from  :  may  foil  a  tempta 
tion  we  do  our  bed  to  refill.  If  we  do  all 
we  can,  and  implore  the  divine  aid,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  the  Almighty  may  give  his 
free  creatures  iuch  powers  and  difpofitions, 
as  will  carry  them  innocently  and  fofely 
thro'  the  trials  of  this  firft  fhte.  On  fuch 
conditions,  God,  the:  Father  of  fpirits,  the 
friend  of  men,  the  patron  of  righteouihefs 
and  all  virtue,  will,  without  all  peradven- 
ture,  dillribute  his  grace  to  every  mortal  in 
proportion  to  the  meafiires  of  necefTary 
duty. 

Here 
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Here  Azora  ended,  and  I  fat 
for  feme  minutes  after  in  great 
admiration.  Her  fancy  fur- 
niflied  ideas  fo  very  fail,  and 
fpeaking  was  fo  very  eafy  to  her,  without  one 
pang  in  the  delivery,  or  the  leail  hefita- 
tation  for  hours,  as  {he  could,  if  me  pleafed, 
fo  long  difcourfe  ;  her  judgment  was  fo 
itrong,  and  her  words  fo  proper  and  well 
placed,  that  me  appeared  to  me  a  prodigy  in 
fpeaking,  and  I  could  have  liftened  to  her 
with  delight  and  amazement  the  whole  night. 
But  exaclly  at  ten  o'clock,  the  old  woman 
I  mentioned  before,  who  firft  bid  me  wel 
come  to  Burcot  Lodge^  came  into  the  cham 
ber  with  candles,  and  Azora  told  me,  that 
if  I  would  follow  Gladufe^  ihe 
would  light  me  to  bed.  I  did  Gladufe,  the 
immediately,  after  wifhing  the  oUiusman, 
ladies  good  night,  and  my  *£%,"% 
guide  brought  me  to  her  own  cottage. 
cottage,  which  was  next  door 
to  the  grotto.  She  fhewed.me  into  a  fmall 
clean  room,  neatly  and  prcctily  furnifhed, 
and  there  I  found  a  good  bed.  Down  I 
lay  as  foon  as  I  could,  being  much  fatigued, 
and  as  the  fan  was  rifing,  got  up  again,  to 
write  what  I  could  remember  to  IIT/C  heard 
Azora  lay.  My  memory  from  my  child 
hood  has  been  very  extraordinary.  I  be 
lieve  there  are  few  living  exceed  rne  in  this 

refpect. 
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refpect.  The  greateft  part  of  what  I  read 
and  hear,  remains  with  me,  as  if  the  book 
was  ftill  before  me,  or  the  fpeaker  going  on. 
This  enables  me  to  write  down,  with  much 
exa&nefs,  what  I  care  to  note,  and  I  can  do  it 
for  the  moft  part  in  the  relater's  or  talker's 
own  words,  if  I  minute  it  in  my  fliort  hand 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  reading  or  dif- 
courfmg.  Upon  this  account,  I  can  fay,  that  I 
loft  very  little  of  all  that  Azora  was  pleafed 
to  let  me  hear,  or  of  the  difcourfes  I  had  with 
her  ingenious  companion,  Antonia  Fletcher. 

When  I  had  done  writing, 

ne  gardens        J  wcnt   ouj-  to   wajt   UpOn    t£e 

O/BurCOC  ,      -,.  j   c  it  •     .     i      • 

lGjget  ladies,  and  round  them  in  their 

fine  gardens,  bufily  employed 
in  the  ufeful  and  innocent  diverfion  which 
the  cultivation  of  fome  of  the  greateft  beau 
ties  of  the  creation  affords.  They  had  every 
kind  of  fruit  tree  in  their  ground,  every 
plant  and  flower  that  grows,  and  fuch  a 
variety  of  exotic  rarities  from  the  hotter! 
climates,  as  engaged  my  admiration,  and 
finely  entertained  me  for  many  an  hour, 
during  my  flay  in  this  place.  They  both 
underftood  gardening  to  perfection,  and  con 
tinually  lent  their  helping  hands  to  the  pro 
pagation  of  every  thing.  The  digging  and 
laborious  work  was  performed  by  many 
young  women,  who  did  it  with  great  acti 
vity 
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vity  and  underftanding,  and  the  nicer  parts 
thefe  ladies  executed.  I  was  aftonilhed  and 
delighted  with  their  operations  of  various 
kinds.  It  was  beautiful  to  fee  with  what 
exquifite  fkill  they  ufed  the  knife,,  managed 
graffs  and  cyons,  directed  the  branches  and 
twigs  in  pofture  on  efpaliers,  and  raifed 
flowers.  They  had  every  thing  in  perfec 
tion  in  their  kitchen  garden  and  phyfic  gar 
den.  Their  fruits,  roots,  and  herbs  for 
the  table,  were  mofl  excellent  ;  their 
collection  of  herbs  for  medicine  the  moft 
valuable  :  and  as  the  whole  contrivance 
of  the  gardens  was  nearnature,  and  beau 
tiful  in  graft)  gravel,  and  variety  of 
ever-greens^  I  was  led  with  delight  thro* 
the  whole,  till  I  came  into  the  green-houfe. 
There  I  faw  Azora  and  Antonia  at  work, 
and  paid  them  the  compliments  they  de- 
ferved. 

Immediately  after  my  arri 
val,  breakfaft  was  brought  in     d further 

,     '  i          i  in          account  of 

there,    chocolate    and    toalts,     ^zora. J 
and  the  ladies  were  extremely 
pleafant  over  it.     They  afked  me  a  great 
many  queflions  about  the  world,  and  were  fo 
facetious  in  their  remarks,  and  pleafed  with 
my  odd  account  of  things,  that  they  laugh 
ed  as  heartily  as  I  did,  and  that  was  at  no 
fmall  rate.     This  being  done,  we  walked 

over 
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over  every  part  of  the  gardens,  and  Azora 
did  me  the  honour  not  only  to  fhew  me  all 
the  curiofhies  and  improvements  me  had 
made,  in  the  management  of  feeds,  flowers, 
plants,  and  trees  •,  but  le&ured  on  various 
fine  objects  that  appeared  in  our  way, 
with  a  volubility  of  tongue,  and  a  know 
ledge  of  the  fubjecls,  that  was  amazing 
indeed.  Were  I  to  fet  down  what  (he 
faid  even  on  fall  ads,  cucumbers,  colliflow- 
ers,  melons,  afparagus,  early  cabbages, 
ftrawberries,  rafberries,  currants,  goofber- 
ries,  apples,  pears,  plums,  cherries,  apri 
cots,  &c.  and  efpecially  her  propagation 
of  mufhrooms,  champignons,  and  buttons, 
this,  exclufive  of  exotics  and  Eowers,  would 
make,  I  believe,  an  octavo  :  and  in  relation 
to  exotics  and  flowers,  I  am  fure  me  talked 
twice  as  much,  and  of  every  thing  extreme 
ly  well.  I  never  did  hear  any  thing  like  her. 
The  difcourfe  coft  her  no  more  than  the 
breath  of  her  noilrils. 

But  at  laft  we  came  to  a 
Mi-pond,  that  was  an  acre  of 
water^  and  I  affure  you,  read 
er,  that  in  half  an  hour's  time  the  illuilrious 
Azora  not  only  talked  more  of  fifh  and 
ponds  than  the  ingenious  and  honourable 
Roger  North)  of  Rougham  in  Norfolk^  hath 
written  on  thele  fubjedts  in  his  excellent  dif 
courfe, 
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courfe,  printed  in  1713-,  but  mentioned 
many  ufeful  things  relative  to  them,  which 
Mr.  North  was  a  ilranger  to.  She  told  me, 
among  other  matters,  that  there  was  only 
$rke  and  perch  in  her  pond,  and  that  the 
reafon  of  it  was,  becauie  me  loved  pike 
above  all  rim-,  and  as  the  jacks  werejijb  of 
prey,  no  fifh  but  the  perch  could  live  with 
them  :  the  perch,  on  account  of  the  thorny 
iins  on  its  back,  efcapes  the  pike's  voracious 
appetite.  She  farther  informed  me,  that 
the  jacks  in  her  pond  were  the  fineft  in  the 
world,  as  I  would  fee -at  dinner,  and  that 
the  reafon  of  it  was  owing  to  the  high  feed 
ing  me  took  :care  they  had  every  day  :  befide 
the  entrails  of  what  fowl  and  fheep  her  peo 
ple  killed  for  her  table  and  themfelves,  the 
pike  had  blood  and  bran  mixed  in  plenty, 
and  all  the  frogs  fhe  could  get  from  a 
neighbouring  fen  •,  for  of  them  the  jacks  are 
moil  fond.  This  made  the  fifh  extraordi 
nary  -,  and  as  the  water  was  current  through 
the  pond,  and  the  bottom  of  various  depths  > 
from  one  foot,  and  two  feet,  to  fix  feet, 
that  the  fpawn  may  have  mallow  water  to 
lie  in,  and  the  fry  fh allow  water  to  fwim  in, 
as  they  both  required,  this  was  the  reafon, 
that  one  acre  of  water  in  fuch  a  manner 
produced  double  the  quantity  of  fifh  to 
what  a  pond  of  flill  water,  and  a  bottom 
all  of  one  depth,  could  have.  See  (Azora 
VOL.  I.  N  continued) 
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continued)  what  multitudes  there  are. 
They  know  me,  as  I  feed  them  myfelf 
every  day,  and  tamely  come  up,  cruel 
tyrants  as  they  are,  to  get  their  meat. 
Here  me  called  jack,  jack,  and  throwing 
in  a  bafket  of  unfortunate  frogs,  it  was 
wonderful  to  fee  how  thofe  devouring  mon- 
Hers  appeared,  and  voracioufly  fwallowed 
the  poor  things. 

Azora  was  going  to  proceed 
account       to  another  pond  of  carp  and 


Burco  other  end  of  her  gardens,  and 

Lodge.  let  me  know   how   that   was 

ordered,  fo  as  to  produce  the 
largeft  and  fined  fifh  :  but  a  bell  rung 
for  morning  prayers,  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
Ihe  immediately  turned  towards  the  chapel. 
She  afked  me  if  I  would  attend  divine 
fcrvice,  and  upon  my  anfwering,  with  plea- 
fure,  defired  me  to  come  on.  In  the 
church  I  faw  every  foul  of  the  commu 
nity  aflembled  ;  and  while  I  chofe  to  fit 
on  one  of  the  benches  among  the  people,  at 
fome  diftance,  that  I  might  the  better  ob- 
ferve  every  thing  done,  the  ladies  afcended 
by  a  fevv  (teps  into  a  reading-defk,  and  Azo- 
ra  began  wiih  ^reat  devotion  to  pray  in  the 
following  manner: 

O  Chrift; 
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O   Chrift,   our  blelTed   me 
diator,   pray  for  us   that  our     $r*"£ 
faith   fail   not,    and    through 
thy  merits   and   intercefiion,    Lord   Jefus, 
let  our   prayer   be   fet   forth   in  the  fight 
of  Almighty    God    as    incenfe,    and    the 
lifting  up  of  our  hands  as  a  morning  ia- 
crifice. 

Almighty  and  everlaftmg  God,  thou  pure 
and  infinite  Spirit,  who  art  the  great  caufe 
and  author  of  nature,  and  haft  eftablilhed 
the  world  by  thy  wifdom,  and  flretched  out 
the  heavens  by  thy  difcretion  •,  upon  whom 
depends  the  exiftence  of  all  things,  and  by 
whole  providence  we  have  been  p refer ved  to 
this  moment,  and  enjoyed  many  blefllngs 
and  undeferved  advantages ;  gracioufly  ac 
cept,  we  befeech  thee,  our  grateful  fenfe 
and  acknowledgements  of  all  thy  benefi 
cence  towards  us;  accept,  O  Lord,  our 
moft  hearty  and  unfeigned  thanks  for  all  the 
inilances  of  thy  favour  which  we  have  ex 
perienced  ;  that  we  have  the  ufe  of  our  rea- 
fon  and  underflanding,  in  which  many  fail, 
and  have  had  refreming  deep  and  quiet  the 
paft  night  •,  for  delivering  us  from  evil,  and 
giving  us  our  daily  bread ; — for  all  the  ne- 
cefiaries,  conveniencies,  and  comforts,  which 
thy  liberal  hand  hath  provided  for  us,  to 
fweeten  human  life,  and  render  it  more 
N  2  agreeable 
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agreeable  than  otherwife  it  would  be  in 
this  day  of  our  exercife,  probation  and  trial. 
While  we  live,  we  will  praife  and  mag 
nify  thy  awful  name,  and  join  in  afcribing 
with  the  glorious  and  innumerable  heavenly 
hofb,  -honour,  power,  and  thankfgiving  to 
the  eternal  God,  who  fits  on  the  throne 
of  fupremacy  unrivalled  in  majefty  and 
power. 

But  efpecially,  O  great  and  blefled  God, 
adored  be  thy  goodnefs  for  fo  loving  the 
world,  as  to  give  thy  only  begotten  Son, 
to  the  end,  that  all  who  believe  in  him, 
fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life  -, 
for  his  humbling  himfelf  even  to  the  death 
upon  the  crofs,  and  Jhedding  his  blood 
for  the  remiffion  of  our  fms.  Great  and 
marvellous  are  thy  works  of  mercy,  O 
Lord  God  Almighty  !  who  can  utter  all 
thy  praife  ?  Praife  our  God,  all  ye  his 
fervants,  and  ye  that  fear  him,  fmall  and 
great.  Amen  :  allelujah.  BlefTmg  and  ho 
nour,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him 
that  iitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the 
Lamb  for  ever  and  .ever. 

O  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,    have  mercy  on   us  duft  and   fin, 
weaknefs  and  imperfection,   and  enter  not 
into  ftrict  judgment  with  us,  thine  unrighte 
ous 
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ous  and  unworthy  fervants.  We  confels 
with  fhame  and  grief,  that  we  have  violated 
thine  holy  lawsr  and  abufed  thy  tender 
mercies  :  that  we  have  followed  too  much 
the  devices  and  defires  of  our  own  heart*;, 
and  in  numberlefs  instances  have  offended 
againft  a  moft  righteous  governor,  a  moft 
tender  and  compaffionate  Father,  and  a 
moft  kind  and  bounteous  benefactor.  In 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  many  have  been 
our  offences  :  and  many  are  ftill  our  imper 
fections.  We  have  finned  againft  Heaven, 
and  before  thee>  and  have  thereby  deferved 
thy  juft  difpleafure.  But  our  hope  and 
confidence  is  in  thine  infinite  mercy,  O 
God,  and  that  according  to  thy  promiies 
declared  unto  mankind  in  Chrift  Jefus,  our 
Lord,  thou  wilt  fpare  them  who  confefs  their 
faults,  and  reftore  them  that  are  penitent. 
We  do  earnestly  repent,  and  are  beam}-/ 
lorry  for  all  our  mifdoings.  Through  faith 
we  offer  up  the  Lamb  that  was  ilain,  to 
the  eternal  God  for  the  redemption  of  cur 
fouls  -,  believing  the  worthineis  of  cur  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  to  be  a  full,pe  feel,  and  iurncienn 
iacrifice,  oblation  and  atonement  for  the 
of  a  repenting  world,  and  therefore  refolding, 
with  all  our  itrength,  to  imitate  his  fpotlefs 
virtue,  and  perfedt  obedience.  Pardon  ue, 
then,  we  beieech  thee,  and  blot  out  our 
iniquities.  Deliver  us,  we  pray,  in  the 
N  3  name 


270          THE    LIFE    OF 

name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  from  the  evil  con- 
fcquences  of  all  our  tranfgrefiions  and  fol 
lies,  and  give  us  fuch  powers  and  difpofi- 
lions  as  will  carry  us  innocently  and  fafely 
tlirough  all  future  trials. 

Create  in  us,  O  God,  pure  hearts,  and 
renew  right  fpirits  within  us.  Caft  thy 
bright  beams  of  light  upon  our  fouls,  and 
irradiate  our  undemanding  with  the  rays  of 
that  wifdom  which  iitteth  on  the  right  hand 
of  thy  throne.  Let  thy  holy  ipirit  enable 
us  to  act  up  to  the  dignity  of  our  reafon- 
able  nature,  and  fuitably  to  the  high  charac 
ter,  and  glorious  hopes  of  chriftians :  that 
we  may  fubordinate  the  affairs  and  tranfac- 
tions  of  time  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  our 
fouls  in  eternity  :  that  we  may  fhake  dtF 
this  vain  worLt,  and  breathe  after  immor 
tality  and  glory  :  that  we  may  live  in  per 
fect  reconciliation  with  the  law  of  everlaft- 
ing  righteoufnefs,  truth,  and  goodnefs ;  and 
fa  comply  with  thy  nature,  mind,  and  will, 
O  eternal  and  fovereign  fpirit,  thou  God 
mofl  wonderful  in  all  perfections,  that  we 
may  fully  anfwer  the  relation  we  (land  in 
to  thee.  Relieve  and  eafe  our  confciences, 
O  bleiTcxl  God,  by  the  blood  of  fprinkling, 
according  to  our  ieveral  conditions  of  body 
and  mind  •,  and  fupply  us  with  fukable 
grace  "and  ftrengttu 

We 
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We  befeech  thee,  in  the  next  place,  Al 
mighty  Lord,  to  take  us  into  thy  protection 
this  day,  and  fuffer  no  Being  to  injure  us, 
no  misfortune  to  befal  us,  nor  us  to  hurt 
ourielves  by  any  error  or  mifconduc~t  of 
our  own.  Give  us,  O  God,  a  clear 
conception  of  things,  and  in  all  dangers 
and  diftrefles,  ilretch  forth  the  right 
hand  of  thy  Majeity  to  help  and  defend 
us.  From  ficknefs  and  pain,  and  from  all 
evil  and  mifchief,  good  Lord  deliver  us  this 
day,  and  be  propitious  unto  us,  we  befeech 
thee. 

And  while  we  remain  in  this  world,  O 
Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  fecure 
us  from  every  thing  that  is  terrible  and 
hurtful,  and  keep  us  in  peace  and  fafety. 
From  all  fad  accidents  and  calamitous 
events,  from  all  tormenting  pains  and 
grievous  difeafes,  good  Lord  deliver  us  •, 
and  blefs  us  with  fo  much  health  and 
profperity,  as  will  enable  us  to  pafs 
our  time  here  in.  contentment  and  tranquil 
lity. 

And  when  the  time  of  our  difiblution- 
cometh,  by  the  appointment  of  thy  adora 
ble  wiiciom,  O  Father  of  mercies  and  the 
God  of  all  comforts,  grant  us  a  decent 
and  happy  exit;  without  diftradtion  of 
N  4  mind 
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mind  or  torments  of  body  :  let  thy  fervants 
depart  in  peace,  and  fuddenly  die  in  tire 
Lord. 

We  pray,  likewrfe,  for  the  happinefs  of 
all  mankind :  that  they  may  all  know,  and 
obey,  and  worfhip  thee,  O  Father,  in  fpirit 
and  m  truth,  and  that  all  who  name  the 
name  cf  Chrift,  may  depart  from  iniquity, 
and  live  as  becomes  his  holy  golpel.  Vv  e 
'beicech  thee  to  help  and  comfort  a  1  who  aie 
in  danger,  neceliity,  ficknefs,  and  tribula 
tion  :  that  it  may  pleafe  thee  to  fancliiy 
their  afiiiiTtions,  and  in  thy  good  time  ta 
deliver  them  out  of  all  their  diftrefles.  If 
we  have  any  enemies,  O  Lord  forgive  tlierr^ 
and  turn  their  hearts. 

Our  Father,  etc. 

When  this  extraordinary  prayer  was  done, 
(which  was  prayed  with  a  very  uncommon 
devotion,  fuch  as  I  never  had  feen  before) 
they  all  ftood  up,  and  Azora  faid,  Let  us 
fmg  the  nineteenth  pfalm  to  the  praife  and 
glory  of  the  mod  high  God,  and  immediate 
ly  raifed  it.  Then  all  the  people  joined, 
and  a  pfalm  was  fung  to  perfection  indeed. 
Azora  and  Antonia  had  delightful  voices, 
and  as  they  underilood  mufic  very  well, 
they  had  taught  this  congregation  fo  mueh 

church 
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church  harmony,  as  enabled  them  to  per 
form  beyond  any  thing  I  have  ever  heard  in 
any  affembly  of  people. — The  whole  fcene 
was  a  flrange  and  pieafing  thing.  They 
met  again  at  four  in  the  afternoon  j  and 
this  is  the  work  of  their  every  day:  At  ten- 
and  four  they  go  to  prayers,  and  after  it  fmg 
a  pfalm  ;  concluding  always  in  the  following 
way. — May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus- 
Chrift  procure -us  the  love  of  God,  that  the 
Almighty  Father  of  the  univerfe  may  blefs 
us  with  the  heavenly  aHiitance  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

As  to  the  evening  office  of 
devotion  at  this  place,  it  was, 
exclufive  of  the  firft  addrefs, 
and    the    concluding    Lord's     lodge. 
prayer,  quite  different  from  that 
of  the  morning  -,  and  becaufe  fome  readers 
may  be  pleafed  with  a  fight  of  another  of 
Slzora's  religious  compofitions,  I  here  fet  it 
down. 

O  Chrift,  our  bleffed  mediator,  pray 
for  us,  that  our  faith  fail  not,  and 
through  thy  merits  and  interceffion,  Lord 
Jefus,  let  our  prayer  be  fet  forth  in  the 
fight  of  Almighty  God  as  incenfe,  and^the 
lifting  up  of  our  hands  as  an  evening- 

facrifice. 

N  5  O  God, 
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O  God,  who  art  the  Father  and  Lord  of 
all  Beings,  and  the  eternal  and  inexhauilible 
fountain  of  mercy,  we  befeech  thee  to  be 
merciful  unto  us,  and  to  blot  out  all  our 
tranfgreflions ;  for  we  truly  repent  of  our 
wilful  imperfections,  our  failings  2nd  neg 
lects,  in  every  inflance  of  thy  law,  and 
our  duty  :  and  through  faith  we  offer 
up  to  thee  the  Lamb  that  was  (lain  for 
the  redemption  of  our  fouls  •,  believing  the 
worthinels  of  our  Lord  Jefus  to  be  a  full, 
perfect,  and  fufficient  facrifice,  oblation  and 
atonement  for  the  fins  of  a  repenting  world,, 
and  therefore  refolving  with  all  our  fcrength, 
to  imitate  his  fpotlels  virtue  and  perfect 
obedience* 

Remember  not,  then,  O  Lord,  our  ini 
quities,  neither  take  thou  vengeance  for  our 
fins  •,  but  as  we  fmcerely  believe  thy  holy 
i  gofpel,  and  are  truly  penitent,  as  we  en 
tirely  and  willingly  forgive  all,  who  have,  in 
any  inflance  or  in  any  degree,  offended,  or 
injured  us,  and  are  truly  difpofed  and  ready 
to  make  all  poftible  reparation,  if  we  have 
injured  any  one,  have  mercy  upon  us  mife- 
rable  finners,  aad  as  thou  haft  promifed  by 
thy  Son,  pardon  and  forgive  us  all  our 
fins,  and  reftore  us  again  to  thy  favour. 
Hear  in  heaven,  thy  dwelling  place,  and 
when  thou  heareft,  accept  us  to  thy  mercy. 

O  fpaire 
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O  fpare  us  whom  thou  haft  redeemed 
by  thy  Son's  moil  precious  blood,  and 
make  us  partakers  of  that  falvation  which 
thou  haft  appointed  in  thrift  Jefus  our 
Lord,  and  our  fouls  mail  blefs  thee  to 
eternity. 

And  that  we  may  no  more  offend  thee, 
or  tranfgrefs  the  rule  of  virtue  or  true  re 
ligion,  but  may  hereafter  truly  pleafe  thee 
both  in  will  and  deed,  and  faithfully  obferve 
the  right  ftatutes,  and  all  thy  precepts,  en 
due  us,  O  Lord,  with  the  grace  of  thy  holy 
fpirit,  that  we  may  amend  our  lives  accord 
ing  to  thy  holy  word.  Vouchfafe,  we  be- 
feech  thee,  to  direct,  fanctify,  and  govern 
both  our  hearts  and  bodies  in  the  ways  of 
thy  laws,  and  in  the  works  of  thy  command 
ments  •,  and  fo  teach  us  to  number  our 
days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto 
wifdom,  and  mind  thofe  things  which  are 
in  conjunction  with  our  everlafting  welfare. 
— O  let  us  be  always  under  thy  communi 
cation  and  influence,  and  give  that  light  to 
our  minds,  that  life  to  our  fouls,  that  will 
raife  us  to  a  nearer  refemblance  of  thee,  and 
enable  us  to  afcend  ftill  higher,  towards  the 
perfection  of  our  nature.  Let  us  be  tranf- 
formed  by  the  working  of  thy  grace  and  fpi 
rit  into  the  image  of  thy  Son.  Conform  us  to 
his  likenefs,  O  blefied  God,  and  make  usr 

body 
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body  and  foul,  an  habitation  for  thyfclf; 
that  in  onr  hearts  we  may  continually"  offer 
up  to  thee,  holy,  fublime,  and  fpiritual  fa- 
crifkes. 

From  all  evil  and  mifchief,  good  God 
deliver  us,  and  defend  us,  we  befcech 
thee,  from  every  thing  terrible  and  hurt 
ful.  Take  us  under  thy  protection  the 
remaining  part  of  this  day,  and  grant 
\is  a  night  of  peace,  thro'  Jefus  Chriil  our 
Lord. 

And  forafmuch  as  our  earthly  houfe  of 
this  tabernacle  mall  be  diffolved,  and  that 
in  a  few  years  at  fartheft,  it  may  be  in  a  few 
minutes,  we  muft  defcend  to  the  bed  of 
darknefs,  and  acknowledge  corruption  to  be 
our  father,  and  the  worms  our  filter  and  mo 
ther,  grant,  O  everlafting  God,  that  we 
may  depart  in  peace,  and  by  an  improved 
principle  of  divine  life,  under  the  influence 
of  the  gofpel,  be  tranflated  to  that  eternal 
world,  where  God  dwells,  where  Chrift  lives, 
and  fanctined  fouls  enjoy  endlefs  life  and  the 
pureft  pleafures,  for  evermore.. 

That  it  may  pleaie  thec^  moft  gracious 
and  good  God,  to  have  mercy  on  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  and  to  blefs  them  with  all 
things  pertaining  to  life  and  godlinefs :  let 

the 
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the  light  of  thy  glorious  gofpel  fhine  upon 
the  nations  darkened  by  fuperftition,  that 
they  may  worfhip  thee  who  art  God  from 
everlafttng  to  everlafting,  and  cultivate  and 
eftablim  in  their  minds  the  moil  pure,  be 
nevolent,  and  godlike  difpofition". We 

befeech  thee  for  all  chriilian  churches  -,  that 
their  behaviour  may,  by  the  influence  of 
thy  bleffed  fpirit,  be  fuitable  to  their  holy 
profeftion,  and  their  converfation  upright 
and  unblameable.  Where  any  have  de 
parted  from  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel,  lead  them,  O  God,  to  the  right 
practice  and  knowledge  of  their  holy  reli 
gion  ;"  and  grant  that  they  may  feel  the 
comfortable  and  fan&ifying  effects  of  it; 
and  in  their  lives  mew  forth  its  praife  to 
others. — We  farther  pray,  moft  merciful 
Father,  for  all  that  are  deftitute  and  afflicted., 
either  in  body,  mind,  or  eilate  ;  that  from, 
Heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  glory  and 
goodnels,  thou  mayeft  fend  them  relief, 
and,  if  it  be  poffible,  put  an  end  to 
their  prefent  calamities  and  troubles.  O 
thou  Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all 
confolation,  bind  up  the  broken  in  heart, 
and  comfort  thofe  that  mourn.  We  have 
a  real  fenfe  of  the  miferies  of  the  diftrefied 
part  of  mankind,  and  offer  up  for  them 
our  prayers  to  thee,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord. 

A 
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A   THANKSGIVING. 

O  God,  the  author  of  all  good,  and 
fountain  of  all  happinefs,  we  offer  up  our 
"thankigivings  and  praifes  unto  thte,  for  thy 
great  goodnefs  to  us,  and  to  all  mankind. 
We  praife  and  magnify  thy  holy  name  for 
all  thy  mercies ;  for  our  exiftence,  and  the 
vife  of  our  reafoning  powers  and  faculties ; 
for  the  health  and  ftrength  we  enjoy,  and 
for  all  the  comforts  and  conveniencies  of 
life :  for  thefe  thy  gifts  we  adore  thee,  O 
munificent  parent  of  good,  and  pray,  that  a 
deep  and  efficacious  fenle  of  thy  goodnefs 
Tnay  remain  upon  our  hearts,  and  be  a  prin 
ciple  of  conflant  and  chearful  obedience  to 
thy  holy  laws. 

But  efpecially  we  offer  up  the  acknow 
ledgments  of  our  hearts  and  mouths  for  all 
that,  thy  Son  Jefus  Chrift  did,  and  taught, 
and  fufrered  in  this  world,  to  fave  us  from 
our  fins,  and  to  conduct  us  to  true  and 
everlafting  happinefs.  We  blefs  thee  for 
the  glorious  golpel,  and  for  bring: ng  us 
more  effectually,  by  revelation,  to  the  know 
ledge  of  thee,  and  the  practice  of  our  duty. 
For  this  merciful  appointment,  and  for  all 
thy  mercies,  which  rcfpect  another  and  a 
better  life  than  the  prefent  •,  for  every  in- 
ftance  of  thy  tender  regards  to  us,  and  for 

the 
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the  manifold  experiences  which  we  have  had 
of  thy  loving  kindnefs  ;  we  offer  up  the  tri 
bute  of  unfeigned  thanks.  Our  fouls  do 
magnify  thee,  O  Lord  God  mod  excellent 
and  good,  and  all  the  powers  within  us 
praife  thy  holy  name.  To  thee  be  glory 
in  the  church  by  Chrift  Jefus,  throughout 
all  ages,  world  without  end.  To  thee,  O 
thou  God  of  love,  be  rendered  by  all  beings 
endued  with  reafon,  all  honour  and  obedi 
ence,  both  now,  and  for  ever. 

Almighty  and  everlafting  God,  who  haft 
promifed  p  hear  the  petitions  of  them  that 
pray  unto  thee  in  thy  Son's  name,  we  be- 
feech  thee  of  thy  great  mercy,  to  accept  the 
lacrifice  of  prayer  and  praife,  which  we  have 
this  evening  offered  up  to  thy  Divine  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  for  the  relief  of  our  wants,  and 
the  manifeftation  of  thy  power  and  glory, 
grant  us  thofe  things  which  we  have  requeft- 
ed,  if  thou  feed  it  confident  with  our  chief 
and  eternal  good.  In  the  name  of  thy  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  as  his  difciples,  we  pray, 
and  in  his  words  conclude  the  fervices  of 
this  day. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed 
be  thy  name,  etc. 

After  this,  they  all  flood  up,  and  as  in 
the  morning,  Azora  faid,  Let  us  fmg  to  the 

praiie 
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praife  and  glory  of  God  the  i48th  pfalm. 
She  fung  the  firft  verfe  alone,  and  at  the 
icconcl  they  all  pined,  and  went  through 
the  whole  in  a  fine  and  heavenly  manner. 
Then  the  fervice  concluded  with  this  bene- 
tliclion. 

The   BENEDICTION. 

May  the  God  of  grace  and  peace 
be  with  us  and  blefs  us.  May  his  holy 
fpirit  keep  us  from  falling,  and  preicrve 
us  blamelefs,  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.. 

Thus  ended  the  evening  and 

jfrefie&ion  •  ~.  c  n  • 

on  the  reli-  morning,  offices  of  worlhip  at 
gion  and  piety  Burcot-Lodge,  and  as  I  cannot 
oftheinhabi-  'fufficiently  praife,  fo  I  could  not 

t.aatf*fBtit-     enounrh  admire  the  religion  and , 
cot  Hamlet.  fe  r  ,  .  f^l 

piety  or  this  congregation.  I  lie 

purity  of  their  worfhip  was  charming  :  and 
in  the  ladies  and  their  people  a  devotion 
was  manifefl,  that  looked  more  like  that  of 
heavenly  fpirits,  than  of  beings  in  an  ani 
mal  frame ;  who  are  warped  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  world,  and  perplexed  with  dif 
ficulties  which  ariie  from  ienfibie  objects. 
They  appeared  in  high  admiration  of  God, 
endeared  to  his  righteous  government, 
devoted  to  his  holy  laws,  and  powerfully 

drawn. 
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drawn  to  imitate  him  in  all  his  imitable 
perfections.  Not  one  idle  word,  or  carelefs 
look,  did  I  hear  or  fee,  during  the  whole 
time  of  divine  fervice ;  but,  like  creatures 
fixed  unchangeably  in  the  intereft  of  re 
ligion  and  virtue,  and  delighted  with  the 
joys  of  piety,  their  hearts  melted  in  every 
part  of  their  devotions,  and  their  breads 
were  filled  with  the  moft  grateful  tranfport- 
ing  adorations  and  affections.  So  much 
beautiful  religion  I  had  not  often  feen  in  any 
aflembly.  They  had  a  true  fenfe  indeed  of 
the  love  and  goodnefs  of  God,  and  of  the 
grace  and  chanty  of  Jefus  Chrift.  They 
had  all  been  carefully  inftructed  by  a  wife 
and  excellent  man,  who  was  not  long  fmce 
removed  from  them  by  death;  and  his 
daughter,  the  admirable  Azcra,  in  conjunc 
tion  with  his  niece,  the  amiable  Antonia^ 
took  all  pofTible  pains,  fince  the  deceafe  of. 
Mr.  Eurcot,  to  maintain  the  power  of  reli 
gion  in  their  community,  and  keep  the 
people  hearty  and  fteady  in  the  principles 
and  practice  of  it.  This  brings  me  again 
to  the  hiftory  of  Azora. 
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